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By Raymond Haller

The Chinese words Tzu Chi mean 
compassion and relief. Tzu Chi is a 
Buddhist foundation serving people 
with love and kindness all over the 
world.  The Foundation has active vol-
unteers in 56 countries and has helped 
people in 92 countries, including the 
United States. Founded by Dharma 
Master Cheng Yen, their mission is 
one of charity, medical assistance, ed-
ucation, and cultural activities.  

One of the aphorisms Master 
Cheng Yen is that “it is more of a bless-
ing to serve others than to be served,” 
and that belief is reflected in the on-
going work of The Tzu Chi Founda-
tion.   Tzu Chi abides by the mantra of 
love, self-discipline, compassion, for-
giveness, contentment, and tolerance. 
These attributes enable everyone to 
live in genuine harmony, with mutual 
admiration, mutual caring and mutual 
respect for everyone.

Tzu Chi has provided assistance 
to hurricane victims in the South-
ern United States, to victims of San-
dy closer to home, and they were 
a constant presence lending aid at 
Ground Zero during that tragic time.  
Throughout the world, whether the 
need is to provide relief from a natural 
disaster, a tragic airplane crash, or sim-
ply to relieve people who are suffering 
because they are poor, the Tzu Chi can 
be found providing compassionate re-
lief without any expectation of com-
pensation.  

Recently, the Williston Park Rota-
ry Club had the pleasure of meeting 
Freeman Su, Director of the Long Is-
land Service Center for Tzu Chi, along 
with Joe Chang, Director of TIMA 
Long Island and Lillian Kuo of Tzu 
Chi, East Williston.  They gave a won-
derful presentation to the members 
of the Rotary Club about the many 
charitable works engaged in by the 
Tzu Chi Foundation.  The Tzu Chi’s 
belief in helping mankind parallels the 
mission of Rotary International, and 
we had already decided to help and 

assist them wherever we could.  We re-
cently assisted the Tzu Chi in collect-
ing lightly used and clean clothing and 
winter coats for the less fortunate that 
they are assisting in Brentwood, and 
it was our pleasure to help with their  
donations.

Approximately a week later we re-
ceived an invitation for all of our Ro-
tary members to join the members 
of Tzu Chi for a vegetarian dinner. 
Members of the Tzu Chi are vegetar-
ians, and refrain from eating meat out 
of respect for our mother Earth, and 

the environment.
When the evening arrived, we were 

greeted at the front door and escorted 
to our dinner  in their main hall. The 
Tzu Chi members prepared for us a 
meticulously prepared and presented 
three course vegetarian dinner.  The 
colors, shapes, and textures are all sym-
bolic and the food was absolutely de-
licious. The entrée for the evening was 
a vegetarian dinner plate with fine cut 
vegetables layered with textures and 
colors in the shape of a heart. This was 
something that probably took hours of 

preparation and was enjoyed by all our 
members. We also learned about and 
enjoyed the Chinese tea ceremony.

 During the dinner, special enter-
tainment was prepared for us. The Tzu 
Chi Youth Orchestra of long Island 
played classical music to perfection as 
if we were sitting in Lincoln Center. 
It was remarkable and quite entertain-
ing. We were also entertained by their 
string orchestra, which played a Chi-
nese classical piece, and by members of 
the Tzu Chi Choir performing a piece 
the theme of which was that “we are 
all one family.” The evening concluded 
with the recital of the symbolic date of 
111, for Ethical Eating Day, January 11.  
The numbers represent ethical eating 
which, at Tzu Chi, means choosing a 
vegetarian diet and locally produced 
food because such personal choices 
prevent global warming and combat 
climate change.  The pledge represents 
one vegetarian meal, one day, and one 
Earth.

Members of the Williston Park Ro-
tary Club expressed their gratitude for 
the hospitality offered by the Tzu Chi 
members, and thanked them for giving 
us a glimpse of what the true meaning 
of Tzu Chi is. The Tzu Chi is an orga-
nization that the Rotary Club is proud 
to assist in their charitable endeavors. It 
was a remarkable evening that will al-
ways be remembered by the Rotarians.  

To find out more about the Tzu 
Chi Foundation, you can visit their 
website at  www.tzuchi.us/region/
northeast. We are very proud to be 
their new friends. 

Tzu Chi Hosts Rotarians for an
Evening of Vegetarian Cuisine and Fine Music 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Welcomes Pastor Jake Allstaedt

The Reverend Jake Allstaedt was 
installed as Pastor of St. John’s Luther-
an Church in Williston Park at an in-
stallation service held on Sunday, Jan-
uary 15th.  

The installing officer was Reverend 
Derek G. Lecakes, President/Bishop of 
the Atlantic District of the Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod. 

The sermon was given by Rev-
erend Matthew Gonzalez, Pastor of 
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in the Bronx. 

Many other clergy were also pres-
ent in celebration and to welcome Pas-
tor Jake. 

Pastor Jake had previously served as 
Associate Pastor of St. Luke’s Luther-
an Church in Federal Way, Washing-
ton, before accepting the divine call to 
serve at St. John’s.

If you need to hear some good 
news then we would love to have you 
join us on Sundays at 10:15am. 

If you want to get up a little earlier, 
we have an education hour at 9:00am. 
Sunday School is currently at a specific 
time within the Sunday service. 

Please feel free to contact us with 
questions, comments, or concerns in 
person at 47 Winthrop Street in Willis-
ton Park, by telephone 516-742-5858, 
or by E-mail at stjohnslcwp@verizon.
net.   

You can also visit our website at 
stjohns-wp.org. All are truly welcome 

at St. John’s Lutheran Church, and we 
hope to see you soon! 

The staff of The Williston Post join 
the members of the congregation at St. 
John’s Lutheran Church in welcoming 
Rev. Allstaedt to the community, and 
we wish him a long and happy tenure 
at St. John’s.
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Wondrous Winter at the 
Herricks Leisure Club

By Dorothy Daly

Wondrous Winter – the enchant-
ment of the first snowfall, the twin-
kling of holiday lights, the harmony 
of carolers – all fill the seniors of the 
Herricks Leisure club with a spirit of 
seasonal delight. The recent activities 
of our club added to the exciting ad-
venture.  

The season started with our meet-
ing on November 3, which was high-
lighted by a visit from candidate Elaine 
Phillips who advised us of affordable 
programs for seniors.

On November 10, Vice President 
Mary Carotenuto spoke movingly of 
Veteran’s Day. Corresponding Secre-
tary Terry Lanese informed us of sev-
eral illnesses, and Membership Chair-
lady Jeanette Kovalsky reported on 
our scintillating outing to Empire Ca-
sino.  Congratulations were extended 
to seven constituents who celebrated 
birthdays in November.

A hungry crowd gathered on No-
vember 17 to savor a delectable ca-
tered turkey feast to commemorate 
the Thanksgiving holiday. 

Thank you Marie Rallo and Tess 
Fiorentino for arranging this affair. 

Our gratitude also extends to He-
lene Picchiello for her festive décor. 

The party atmosphere was tem-
pered by the news that we have lost 
a beloved member, Louis Andriano.  
Mrs. Kovalsky spoke of the beautiful 
eulogy delivered by his grandson at the 
morning Mass. 

The finale of this day was a visit 
from Lisa Rutkoske, Assistant Busi-
ness Superintendent, who wished us a 
Happy Thanksgiving.

An extensive assembly ensued 
when we returned from recess on De-
cember 1. 

Board members apprised us of new 
scams and fraud perpetrated on the el-
derly. 

Treasurer James Kovalsky submitted 
a comprehensive financial report, and 
Legislative Chairlady Tess Fiorentino 
urged us to vote on the Bond Issue. 

Director Hilda Escobar advised us 
of a Lion’s Club hearing program and 
President Marie Cristello conducted 
a celebration of 12 member birthdays 
and the 64th anniversary of Pacifico 
and Ann Fortunato.  

Mary Ellen Andriano thanked us 
for our support on the passing of her 
husband Louis.  The understanding 
and help of our group means so much 
during difficult times.

The Yonkers Casino trip on De-
cember 7 was a fun-filled excursion. 

A brief meeting the next day was 
followed by a most enjoyable presen-
tation by “The Entertainers” choral 
ensemble.  

The outstanding event of the 
month, of course, was our Christmas 
luncheon at the lavish Swan Club on 
December 15. A very special show by 
a new DJ and singer was an added bo-
nus. Thank you Lillian Ciesluk for ar-
ranging this holiday spectacular.

We ended our activities for Decem-
ber and the year with a gettogether 
which took place on the 22nd, when 
we shared bagels and sincere wishes for 
a Merry Christmas and Happy Chanu-
kah. A surprise “step-in” from Super-
visor Fino Celano and Lisa Rutkoske 
boosted the party ambiance.

Indeed, many festive occasions 
made this bustling season a memora-
ble time for the seniors of the Herricks 
Leisure Club as we look forward to the 
remainder of Wondrous Winter.

News from Wheatley
Wheatley recognizes 

student athletes.

On Thursday, 2 February, six 
Wheatley juniors attended the annu-
al Student Athletes as School Leaders 
Conference at Hofstra University. 

Organized by the Nassau County 
High School Principals Association, 
Nassau County Physical Education 
Consortium and the Hofstra School 
of Education, the purpose of this con-
ference is to celebrate, support and 
encourage positive student leadership 
throughout Nassau County school 
districts. 

Student team leaders have the 
chance to meet their counterparts 
from other high schools and share 
ideas about the meaning and signifi-
cance of leadership. The day includes 
keynote addresses; focused dialogue 
between student leaders, coaches, 
athletic directors and principals; and 
training in communication skills.

The Wheatley students selected to 
participate in this conference were 
Matthew Baltzer, William Farrar, Wil-
liam Feil, Jessica Hastings, Nicole Het-
zel and Mary Ma.

Wheatley’s team runner-up 
in Science Bowl Regional 

Competition!

On Saturday, 28 January, five 
Wheatley students competed at the 
Long Island Regional Science Bowl.  
This competition, hosted by the U.S. 

Department of Energy, tests students’ 
knowledge in all areas of the sciences 
and mathematics.  

Despite this being the first year 
Wheatley was able to compete in this 
competition (due to conflicts with 
other science competitions), the team 
blazed through the first round un-
defeated.  Wheatley’s team then pro-
gressed all the way to the champion-
ship round against Great Neck South 
High School.  

Wheatley science research teacher 
and Science Bowl advisor Alexis Blon-
drage explained:  “After a valiant effort 
and stunning performance, Wheatley 
was narrowly defeated by only a few 

questions.”
In the end, the Wheatley team 

came in second place for the entire re-
gion. Congratulations to team advisor 
Ms. Blondrage and to team members: 
juniors John Li (Captain) and Elan 
Mizhiritsky, sophomore Vedant Singh 
and ninth graders Karen Li and Re-
becca Sparacio on a job well done! 

Congratulations to Jack Keys, 
Wheatley’s 2017 

Geography Bee Champion!

Eleven of our 8th Grade students 
competed in the final round of the 
National Geography Bee in order 
to determine who would represent 

Wheatley in the next round of the 
competition.

After in-class preliminary rounds 
(held in Social Studies 8 classes), the 
following eleven students qualified 
for the Wheatley Final Round; Tyler 
Burke, Gabriela D’Ayala, James Dear-
born, Joseph Doria, Jack Keys, Freder-
ick Lin, James Lopes, Eric Ness, Dalia 
Savy, Andrew Thaler, and Peter West.

Congratulations to eighth grader 
Jack Keys, this year’s Geography Bee 
champion and runner-up, eighth grad-
er Eric Ness.  The National Geography 
Bee took place on Wednesday, January 
31, 2017 where 11 students competed.  
The eleven students initially compet-
ed in their social studies classes, allow-
ing them to move on to the finals on 
Wednesday. Congratulations to Jack 

and Eric and all 11 competitors.
Eventually, Jack and Eric were the 

only students standing! During the fi-
nal round, Jack edged out Eric for the 
victory! Congratulations to Jack on 
being designated as Wheatley’s Geog-
raphy Bee Champion for 2017!

Thank you to Dr. Richard Shear, 
Wheatley’s interim Social Studies 
Chair, for hosting the final round, and 
thank you to all of the teachers (Mr. 
Patrick Clarke, Mr. Matt Haig, Mr. Mi-
chael Haig, Mrs. Cindy Schwartz and 
Mrs. Gena Topping) for supporting 
this competition in their classrooms.

Articles and Photos Courtesy of 
“The Wheatley Way”
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Fabulous Night at the American Legion Raised
Money for Pancreatic Cancer Research 

Regan Stone brought out friends and families 
for a blockbuster show benefitting The Lustgarten 
Foundation, an organization devoted to researching and 
perfecting cures for Pancreatic Cancer.  The devastating 
disease took Regan’s dad 3 years ago and she has since 
had too many friends share stories of their losses to the 
disease.  

The collection of talent assembled by Regan was 
quite diverse, ranging from many former students 
returning from colleges to support their friend to 
Williston Park Justice Court Judge Kevin Kiley.   

Thank you Regan for the opportunity to support a 
cause that affects so many of us.

Top row, L to R, Friends Kelly Duggan and Regan sang a beautiful duet; Kevin 
McSorley with dad Bill, Mom Gena, and Sister Kristen came home from college 
to wow the crowd!; Movers and Shakers Umberto Mignardi and Regan Stone; 
Second row,  Another fabulous entertainer Kelly Melore with mom and Regan Stone; 
Monsignor McDonald and Father Jerry Matthew enjoyed a night out;  Third row, 
Proud Grandpa Richie Ryan watched Granddaughter Christa perform a haunting 
rendition of “Jamie” with daughter Maura, Joanne (Christa’s mom), and daughter 
Eileen; Kevin Kiley and friends; Bottom row,  Acoustic Blue’s Tim and Maria; Justin 
Burke and Mike Lavelle
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Annual Inventory Wine Sale

3 Bottles 10%
6 Bottles 15%

12 Bottles 25%
(Reusable Coupon, Cash Only)

Expires on 3/15

Passion Wines & Spirits, 609 Willis Ave., Williston Park, NY 11596

Rotary Club of Williston Park 
Welcomes New Member

On Wednesday, February 1st, Presi-
dent Raymond Haller made it official 
by swearing in and pinning Ms. Karen 
Signoracci Suero as the newest mem-
ber of the Williston Park Rotary Club.   

Karen is a principal at KSS, LTD in 
Williston Park.  

KSS is an organization that is in the 
business of gathering data, building in-
frastructure and increasing efficiency 

for nonprofit organizations.  She is also 
extremely active in parish and school 
activities at St. Aidan’s.  

The Williston Park Rotary Club is 
extremely fortunate to have her as a 

new member and she, in turn, is look-
ing forward to involving herself in 
the many charitable and community 
works engaged in by the Club.  

Welcome to Rotary, Karen.

St. Aidan’s 
Track 

Registration

Knights of
Columbus News

We had a delightful time last year telling our readers about some of the suc-
cesses enjoyed by the speedy runners from the St. Aidan’s Youth Council Track 
Program.  

If you think that your child might be interested in joining them, registration 
for the program is ongoing as you read this.

The emphasis is on team rather than individual accomplishments and many of 
the races involve relays.  

The program trains members of the team to develop speed, strength, and en-
durance, along with the self-confidence that comes with them.  

Fitness levels improve over the course of the season and participation in Spring 
Track can give your child a tremendous boost to the speed and endurance neces-
sary to excel at other sports.

The program is open to all girls and boys in Grades K-8.  
The registration fee is $50.00, with a $40.00 uniform fee (your child gets to 

keep the uniform).  
You can register online at www.staidanscyo.org, and follow the link to Track 

Registration.  
For more information please inquire by email to staidanstrack@gmail.com.
We look forward to telling our readers about the team’s successes this year.  

Perhaps you will be able to read about your young runners as part of that story.

Winter and Spring will be a busy season for the Corpus Christi Council of the 
Knights of Columbus.

The New York Daily News amateur boxing tournament, Golden Gloves, is 
scheduled for Friday, February 17th at the Corpus Christi Council Knights of 
Columbus Hall, 186 Jericho Turnpike, Mineola.  Tickets are $30.00 each.  The 
event is always a sellout, but there may still be tickets left as you read this.  

For tickets call Mike Murtha at 516-639-8606.
All are invited to the St. Patrick’s Day After Parade Party at the Knights 

of Columbus Hall, 186 Jericho Turnpike Mineola on Sunday March 5, 2017 from 
2 PM to 5 PM.  Doors Open at Noon.

• Free Admission
• Live Music by Billy and Jacinla
• Irish Food and Drinks at Reasonable Prices
Plan ahead for the Kentucky Derby Party, Saturday May 6th from 4 P.M. 

to 8 P.M. Admission is $15 Per Person and there will be a Hot and Cold Buffet, 
Cookies and Coffee. There will be a cash bar, Racing Games and a 50/50 Raffle 
Knights of Columbus Hall, Downstairs in the Members Lounge. 186 Jericho 
Turnpike, Mineola

For tickets contact Tom Kelly 516-414-2229 tomkelly11501@gmail.com
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CELEBRATING OUR 20TH YEAR 
SERVING THE WILLISTONS

Dr. Carolyn Genna is an 
experienced and dedicated audiologist 

who is committed to helping those with 
hearing loss discover 

what they have been missing.

Call today to make an appointment with someone you can trust!
(516) 873-9742

99 Hillside Avenue, Suite 99H, Williston Park  

Dr. Genna works with her patients 
to provide them with 
the most advanced hearing technologies 
and a solution that will fit their 
unique lifestyle.

Carolyn M. Genna, AuD, FAAA          Audiological Consulting, P.C

Seen Around Town East Williston Library News
The recent unexpected snowfall brought out a lot of intrepid snowfighters in the Willistons.  Here are just a few.

Left to right, Nothing stops Andrew Doulas; the Scuderos take 
a well earned break after getting it all down to the pavement; Joe 
Caruso digs out of a snowbank.

Margaret Casella, an accomplished profession-
al photographer from East Williston, has shared an 
article concerning the February display in the East 
Williston Public Library.  

On display is a collection of cameras, as well as 
examples of something that many of the younger 
patrons may never have seen before—actual pho-
tographic film.  

It’s a fascinating display and we urge our readers 
to be sure to take a moment to enjoy it the next 
time you’re in the Village Hall.

Foyer and library display of 
cameras and equipment

The Foyer showcase has film cameras displayed. 
The camera size is called after the film size it re-
quires i.e. 110, 2 ¼, 35mm, 4x5, 8x10, plus, of 
course by its manufacturer i.e. Nikon, Kodak, Fuji 
etc. 

The films are selected by the camera size and 
either black & white, color slides, or color prints. 

Some viewers might never have seen unpro-
cessed film, so that is displayed also. 

When you might read that a photo is a gelatin 
silver print, that means that it was photographed 
with a film camera, developed  and printed in a 
darkroom. 

The library table has information about digital 
cameras, memory cards and how to handle them 
and how not to handle them. There is also infor-
mation about an online class* for taking excellent 
iPhone images. There are lessons about taking pho-
tos with an Iphone that might be new to the user. 

The camera display and information in the li-
brary table were gathered by Margaret Casella, 
Anne Messina, Carla and Phil Strauss, Gene Scott, 
and Lori Baltzer. 

(*This is not an endorsement, just a notice of existence 
of this class.)
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Tzu Chi Academy Celebrated The Year of the Rooster
By Pauline Chun

In the Lunar Calendar, 2017 is the Year of 
the Rooster, which is a blend of righteous-
ness and justice, bombast and logistical effi-
ciency.  

People born in a Year of the Rooster 
need to urge themselves to work hard to 
gain a good career and a better relationship 
with people around them, and, at the end of 
the year, can accumulate substantial rewards. 
It presents the philosophy of people making 
unremitting efforts to improve themselves. 

On the second day of the Chinese New 
Year, January 29, Tzu Chi Academy, which is 
affiliated with Tzu Chi Foundation at East 
Williston, held an annual traditional New 
Year Festival with more than 400 students 
and their parents to celebrate the turning of 
a new page.  

As is the case every year, Tzu Chi Acad-
emy hosted a Year End Blessing Ceremony 
with a boisterous Chinese New Year Festival 
at the Oyster Bay High School.

The Year End Blessing Ceremony reflect-
ed on what we’ve accomplished around the 
world and close to home in 2016, and at the 
same time making loving and caring aspira-
tions to serve those in need far and near.

The lighting of the candles symbolized 
the lighting up of our hearts to serve others 
with the blessing from the founder Master 
Cheng Yen of the foundation. Mr. Michael 

Cipriani, the Assistant Superintendent  of 
Oyster Bay, East Norwich came with his two 
daughters to celebrate the Chinese New Year 
and enjoyed the food and performance pro-
gram.

Followed by the ceremony was a series 
of fantastic performance from students of  
the school.  The performance included Lion 
Dance, Kung Fu,  Fashion Show, Folk Dance,  
Chinese YoYo  and  Chorus  performance.  
The diligent work devoted in preparing and 
performing almost melt the hearts of all the 
parents who witnessed the growth of their 
children year by year.

As the students came to the stage to re-
ceive the “Red Envelope of  Wisdom & 
Blessings” , most of them brought with them 
the Bamboo Savings Bank that they saved for 
a year to help the needy.  They poured all the 
coins into the big pot; and helped circulated 
the Great Love around the world.  They are 
the most blessed receivers due to their selfless 
giving nature.

Volunteers also prepared various tradi-
tional Chinese food to celebrate the festi-
val.  Tasteful and healthy vegetarian food and 
snacks were sold in the school cafeteria to 
the public.

Various game booths were set up to en-
tertain the youngsters.  Smiles were seen on 
every one’s face, and laughter was heard ev-
erywhere. 
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Main              Street

Sangria 71

A festive, casual atmosphere specializing 
in the Flavors of Spain by offering a fine 
assortment of Tapas, Savory Family Style 

Seafood Paellas and Superb Sangrias

71 Hillside Avenue, Williston Park 
516-246-9778

catering@sangria71.com

Long Island Smile

We can do crowns in one visit with our 
Cerec Machine. Our new Solea Laser 
replaces the drill and anesthesia is not 

necessary for many procedures. 

101 Hillside Avenue, Suite A, 
Williston Park 
516-741-6202

info@longislandsmile.com

Passion Wines & Spirits

A convenient neighborhood store with 
a large selection of wines & spirits at a 
fair price. We pride ourselves in helping 

you with your special orders and delivery 
arrangements. 

609 Willis Avenue, Williston Park 
516-280-7688

passionwinehouse.com

Williston Park Florist

Great Service, Great Prices, Friendly 
Atmosphere and Unique Designs

54 Hillside Avenue, Williston Park
516-747-5500

roslynflorist43@verizon.net

Ceriello Fine Foods

Prime Beef, Homemade Sausage & 
Mozzarella, Cooked Meats with a 

Catering Service, Serving the Williston’s 
for nearly 40 years.

541 Willis Avenue, Williston Park
516-747-0277

info@ceriellofinefoods.com

Astoria Bank

Call us or visit our 
Williston Park Branch to see how we can 

make a difference for you.

162 Hillside Avenue, Williston Park
516-747-0600

www.astoriabank.com

The Paint Place

We’re here for all your painting needs. 
We specialize in custom color matching 
and excellent expedited service. Serving  

the Williston’s for over 20 years.

263 Hillside Avenue, Williston Park
516-746-4515

thepaintplace@aol.com

Albert Zolezzi Auto Body

Where we treat each customer as a friend 
and give them exceptional service.

432 Willis Avenue, Williston Park
516-248-8716

nancyzolezzi13@gmail.com

Audiological Consulting, P.C.

Complimentary Hearing Screening & 
Consultation - a $125. Value

Offer Expires 2/28/17

99 Hillside Avenue, Suite 99H, 
Williston Park
516-873-9742

heardoc40@verizon.net

Herricks Musicians Enjoy a 
Winter of Successes 

It has been our pleasure to share 
with you the many successes enjoyed 
by Herricks musicians but this has 
been an outstanding winter season for 
them.  

Last month we reported on their 
involvement with the St. Aidan’s Choir 
and others at a concert at Carnegie 
Hall.  Here are some other examples 
of the accomplishments of these out-
standing young people, and the teach-
ers who do so much to encourage and 
guide their development.

Herricks quintet featured 
in first Regional Chamber Music 

Society of Lincoln Center Concert

A String Quintet from Herricks 
High School presented a grand per-
formance of Robert Schumann’s 
Piano Quintet at the Chamber Mu-
sic Society of Lincoln Center Young 
Musicians Concert on January  31. 
This event, which denoted the pro-
gram’s Long Island debut, was held at 
the Tilles Center for Performing Arts’ 
Hillwood Recital Hall. 

Herricks was one of only six 
schools represented at this extraordi-
nary concert, and the group is among 
only eight that were featured after be-
ing selected as winners of the Long Is-
land High School Chamber Ensemble 
Competition. In addition to earning 
their spotlight on stage, the Herricks 
students participated in coaching ses-
sions with world-renowned CMS mu-
sicians. 

The CMS of Lincoln Center has 
held annual Young Musicians Con-
certs at Lincoln Center’s Alice Tul-
ly Hall for more than three decades. 
The program’s expansion to include 
a regional level concert competition 
on Long Island opens doors for more 
high school students to receive rec-
ognition for their musical talents and 
dedication.

Herricks High School student
places second at 

Concerto Competition

Herricks High School sophomore 
Christina Kim was awarded a sec-
ond-place prize at the Metropolitan 
Youth Orchestra Concerto Competi-
tion on February 1.  She earned the 
opportunity to perform at this event, 
held at the Congregational Church of 
Huntington in Centerport, after being 
named one of only 10 finalist selected 
from a pool of more than 50 applicants. 

A violinist for many years, Christina 
has participated in All-County ensem-
bles and the Long Island String Festival 

Association events multiple times. She 
is also a member of the Herricks High 
School Chamber Orchestra. 

This was Christina’s first MYO 
Concerto Competition performance. 
She will receive a $200 prize for her 
award.  

 “Being selected from so many 
qualified musicians on Long Island is a 
huge honor for Christina and for Her-
ricks,” said Director of Music and Per-
forming Arts Anissa Arnold. “We are so 
proud of her.” 

High achievement for 
Herricks musicians 

at All-County Music Festival

From January 3-15, the Nassau 
Music Educators Association (NMEA) 
sponsored the annual All-County Mu-
sic Festival.   After many hours of re-
hearsal with prominent conductors, 
students performed to an audience of 
more than 2400 at the Tilles Center 
at Long Island University at C.W. Post 
Campus in Brookville.

More than 8600 students were 
recommended by their school music 
teacher from more than 57 school dis-
tricts throughout Nassau County. Of 
the 1800 students accepted, Herricks 
boasts 175 participants in Band, Or-
chestra, Chorus or Jazz. 
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Troop 1047 Sells
Girl Scout Cookies 

Many of us secretly (or maybe not 
so secretly) look forward every win-
ter to the chance to stock up on Girl 
Scout cookies.  

We all have our favorites, of course, 
and while some might debate the vir-
tues of Trefoils over Thin Mints or 
Samoas, we all recognize that buying 
Girl Scout cookies is a chance to sup-
port the many good works that our lo-
cal Girl Scout Troops perform in their 

communities and elsewhere.
On February 5, the girls and leaders 

from Troop 1047 braved inhospitable 
weather to sell cookies in front of St. 
Aidan’s, which sponsors them.  Despite 
the weather it appears that a good time 
was had by all.  

The girls and leaders give many 
thanks to the Parishioners of St. Aidan’s 
who helped support their Troop by 
buying cookies.

Above, left to right, Gina Christel, troop 1047 co-leader, Emma 
Ruane, Ellie Ruane, Julia Tenaglia, Olivia Christel and Doreen 
Uttaro, Troop 1047 co-leader.  
Missing from the photo are Jacqueline Uttaro, Megan Broming and 
Christina Massetti who also helped that day. 

Right, left to right, Christina Massetti, Julia Tenaglia, Olivia 
Christel, Doreen Uttaro.
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John H. Geager, DDS
Providing all phases of general

and family dentistry
in Williston Park since 1983

653 Willis Ave, Williston Park, NY
516-248-2116

Evening and Saturday appointments 
are available.
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Kelty / Kleve Wedding

Clair Kelty, daughter of Pat and Kathy Kelty of Concord Avenue recently mar-
ried Doug Kleve, son of Judy and Len Kleve at the Watermill in Smithtown, New 
York. The ceremony was performed by the Reverend Debbie Viola and Rabbi 
Sarah Shonfeld. After a honeymoon in Barcelona Spain, the couple settled in 
Melville, Long Island.

We at The Williston Post join their families and friends in offering our con-
gratulations and best wishes for a long and happy life together.

Danny Paris Joke Page

Q:   How do you count cows?
A:   With a cowculator.

Q:   What do you do when your cowculator breaks?
A:   Buy an udder one.

Q:   What do you call a cow which doesn’t give milk?
A:    A milk dud.  
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Chaminade Students Accepted To
Collegiate Early Decision Programs

Ryan Hornberger of Williston Park, 
Luke Pacher of Williston Park and 
Brendan Krebs of East Williston were 
three of approximately 35 Chaminade 
High School seniors whose applica-
tion for Early Decision to the college 
of their choice was accepted.  

Ryan Hornberger will be attend-
ing Johns Hopkins, and Luke Pacher 
and Brendan Krebs will be attending 
Manhattan College.  

Speaking of the group of Early De-
cision students, Chaminade President 
Bro. Thomas Cleary, S.M., said, “We 
sincerely congratulate these young 
men on accomplishing the extraordi-
nary task of gaining Early Decision ac-
ceptance to their schools.  We cannot 
wait to witness the intellect and skill 
they demonstrate at Chaminade make 
a positive difference at college and be-
yond.”

Mr. Daniel Petruccio, Chaminade’s 
Assistant Principal of Guidance added 
that “selection through Early Decision 
is a testament to the conscientious 
coursework and stamina of our stu-
dents.  In many cases, applicants com-
pete with thousands of other students 
vying for a limited number of seats.  
That these young men should rise to 
the challenge in addition to their dai-
ly responsibilities at Chaminade is re-

markable.”
The Williston Post joins Chami-

nade in congratulating these young 
men (and their proud families) as they 
prepare for the next step in their aca-
demic careers.  Well done, gentlemen!

L to R, Ryan Hornberger, Luke Pacher, and Brendan Krebs.

App Challenge Winners at Mineola H.S.

Four students from Mineola High 
School were selected as a winning 
team in the 2016 Congressional App 
Challenge. 

Announced by members of the 
U.S. House of Representatives, the 
challenge promotes the importance 
of coding and STEM (science, tech-
nology, engineering and mathematics) 
education. 

More than 2,000 students partic-
ipated in the national competition, 

which yielded over 650 original stu-
dent-created apps. 

Mineola’s winning team consists of 
Bryan Guda, Malcolm Hylton, Joseph 
Mueller and Vincent Rodrigues. 

They developed an app called Cia 
Chow, which connects people who 
are in need of dog sitting services with 
someone who can take care of the dog. 
The app asks users to create a profile 
and fill out a questionnaire and then 
makes recommended pairings based 

on location for services. 
The team worked on their project 

as part of the school’s partnership with 
the Queensborough College Comput-
er Technology Program.

“We learned a lot of coding skills 
and how to work together as a team to 
achieve a common goal,” said Mueller, 
the app’s coder and scriptwriter.

Winners from across the country 
will have the opportunity to showcase 
their apps to members of Congress and 

the technology community at #Hou-
seOfCode, a DC-based reception to 
be held in April 2017. 

The Congressional App Challenge, 
celebrating its second year, is coordi-
nated by the Congressional Internet 
Caucus and by the Internet Education 
Foundation, the non-governmental 
sponsor of the project.

Photo courtesy of 
Mineola Union Free School District
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East Williston Resident Scott B. Silverberg, Esq.
Installed as Board Member 

of the New York Chapter of NAELA

The Law Office of Stephen J. Sil-
verberg is pleased to announce that 
Scott B. Silverberg has been named a 
member of the Board of Directors of 
the New York Chapter of the Nation-
al Academy of Elder Law Attorneys 
(NAELA). 

He was installed at the 2017 New 
York NAELA Chapter’s Annual Meet-
ing, which took place on January 24 in 
New York City.

Scott is a member of the New York 
State Bar Association, and serves as 
Vice Chair of the Technology Com-
mittee of the Elder Law and Special 
Needs Section Executive Committee. 

Scott is also a member of the Elder 
Law Practicum of national NAELA.  
Scott focuses his practice on estate 
planning, Elder Law and special needs 
planning.

Scott Silverberg is a 2013 graduate 
of Fordham Law School and holds a 
Bachelor of Science degree from Cor-
nell University’s School of Industrial 
and Labor Relations, a highly com-
petitive program that prepares students 
for leadership positions in law, govern-
ment, public policy and business.

The Law Office of Stephen J. Sil-
verberg, PC represents clients in mat-
ters concerning estate planning, estate 
administration, asset preservation plan-
ning, and Elder Law and related issues. 

The firm is located at 185 Ros-
lyn Road, Roslyn Heights, New York 
11577, and can be contacted by tele-
phone at 516-307-1236.  

To learn more about the practice 
you can also visit the firm’s web page 
at www.sjslawpc.com.

Williston Park Public Library News

Morning Music Therapy—Fridays—February 17, 24; March 3—11am in the As-
sembly Room of Village Hall for children ages 2-4.  This program uses music 
within a therapeutic relationship to address physical, emotional, cognitive and 
social needs of children.  Limit of 6 children.  Sign up at the Circulation Desk.

To learn more visit our website at www.willistonparklibrary.org, or contact us by 
email at willistonparklibrary@yahoo.com

By Donna McKenna, Director

From the Director

We are not accepting donations until further notice.  If you do have books to 
donate, please contact The Book Fairies, a wonderful non-profit organization in 
Freeport.  www.thebookfairies.org.

Adult Programs

AARP Safe Driving Course—Wednesday—March 22—8am-2:30pm in the As-
sembly Room of Village Hall.  $20 for AARP members; $25 for non-members.  
Please make your check payable to AARP.  Sign up at the Circulation Desk.

Children’s Programs

Tiny Tykes—Wednesdays—10-:15-11:15 or 11:30-12:30 in the Assembly Room 
of Village Hall.  Children ages 1 ½-5 yrs old are welcome to attend.  There is a 
$45 fee due at registration.
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