
VOLUME IV ISSUE XII       DECEMBER 2017        TheWillistonPost.com         FREE

Wonder In 
The Willistons

Just Like
Old Times
Pg 10

Running
Wild
Pg 12

Teaching
Kindness
Pg 20

Story Pg 18



The Williston Post, December 2017

32

Nancy Zolezzi, Publisher

Raymond Haller, Publisher

James Daw, Jr., Editor

Mark Ryan, Design Director

Frank Oliveri, Advertising & Circulation

CONTACT INFORMATION
326 Hillside Avenue, Williston Park, NY 11596

516-741-8300
Advertising • foliveri@thewillistonpost.com

news@thewillistonpost.com • photos@thewillistonpost.com
comments@thewillistonpost.com

Out-of-Town Mail Subscription • subscription@thewillistonpost.com
Ad Rate Sheets and information are available upon request.

The Williston Post, December 2017

A 
Holiday 
Greeting

health and prosperity for the New Year.

We extend a wish for Peace on Earth 

to all people, here at home and throughout 

the world, and a special wish for peace 

and good health for all of our veterans and 

peace and safety to all who are in harm’s 

way defending our peace.

God Bless!

The entire staff of the Williston Post 

would like to thank all of our readers, 

advertisers, and contributors for their generous 

support and encouragement throughout this 

past year.  

We hope that you are able to enjoy the 

Holiday with family and friends and wish 

you all a very Merry and Blessed Christmas, 

a Happy Hanukkah and the very best of 

Veterans’ Day, 2017
Veterans Day is a solemn occasion 

in the Willistons and it was observed 
appropriately in both Williston Park 
and East Williston.  

On Saturday November 11th 2017 
the Girl Scouts, Brownies, Boy Scouts 
and Cub Scouts and the residents of 
the Willistons came out to honor our 
veterans at ceremonies held in the Vil-
lages of Williston Park and East Willis-
ton under the direction of Command-
er Charlie Boyd, Commander of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Corporal 
Theodore G. Neir Post 1688.  

Mayor Ehrbar and Mayor Tanner 
represented their Boards and delivered 
opening remarks that put the day and 
its significance into context.  

Fr. Jeff Yildermaz and Rev. Marcus 
Tillery delivered invocations in Willis-
ton Park and East Williston, respective-
ly.  

Members of the American Legion 
Williston Post 144, Auxiliary Unit 
144, and V.F.W. Theodore G. Neir Post 
1688 participated in presenting our 
Nation’s Colors.   

At the conclusion of the ceremo-
nies wreaths were set up at each Village 
Memorial by members of the Amer-
ican Legion Post 144 Auxiliary.  Life 
Scout Tim Franz recited the moving 
poem “In Flanders Fields” at each cer-
emony and each was concluded with 
a moving rendition of Taps, played by 
Post 144 Former Commander Frank 
Busa.

Coming as it does just before the 
Thanksgiving holiday, Veterans’ Day is 
a reminder to us all of the debt that we 
owe to the veterans who have brave-
ly served our country throughout its 
history.  

Williston Park Rotary Club Donates Toys 
To Cancer Center for Kids

On November 29th members of the 
Rotary Club of Williston Park dropped 
off toys that were donated at the Evening 
of Giving Event as well as by members of 
the Chamber of the Williston’s.

Members were given a tour of the 
facility and had the pleasure of meeting 
with members of the medical staff, who 
described the life-saving work of the 
Cancer Center, and the advances that 
have been made in the treatment of their 
young patients.

This illustrates, once again, the gen-
erosity of the service organizations and 
the business community here in the Wil-
listons.  This generosity comes from the 
heart, but is made possible only if you, 
the residents, patronize these local busi-
nesses.  
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A Festive Evening of Giving
Members of the Rotary Club of 

Williston Park and their families and 
friends kicked off their holiday sea-
son with an “Evening of Giving” on 
November 14.  The event included a 
festive and delicious dinner at Sangria 
71, but the focus of this evening was 
the presentation of gifts to three local 
charities:

Dr.Leonard Krilov, Chairman of 
Pediatrics & Dr. Mark Weinblatt – 
Chief of the Cancer for Kids Center at 
NYU- Winthrop received a check in 
the amount of $2,500 for the Cancer 
Center for Kids.

Mr. John Alford received a check 
in the amount of $1,000 for his fam-
ily foundation, Alfords Thanksgiving 
Dinners. The family cooks and deliv-
ers, with assistance from family and 
friends, over 450 Thanksgiving din-
ners to individuals and families in need 
each year. The Alfords have been pro-
viding Thanksgiving meals for the past 
22 years.

The Tzu Chi Foundation located 
in East Williston provides support to 
people all over the world during times 
of disaster. The members of the Foun-
dation have supported relief efforts 
with money and manpower for disas-
ters such as 9/11, Hurricanes Katrina 
and Sandy and, most recently hur-
ricane relief in Houston, Florida and 
Puerto Rico. Mr. Freeman Su, Brother 
King Wu and Pauline Chun received a 
check made out to the Tzu Chi Foun-
dation in the amount of $500 to sup-
port their ongoing efforts to provide 
for those in need.

The “Evening of Giving” is also 
an opportunity for the members and 
friends of the Rotary to collect toys for 
the children who are currently being 
cared for at the NYU Winthrop Can-
cer Center for Kids. This effort works 
to provide each child with a very spe-
cial toy for their holiday. These toys 
were delivered to the Center on the 
Wednesday before Thanksgiving. 

The members of the Rotary Club 
of Williston Park would like to thanks 
all their friends and Jose Fernandez, 

the owner of Sangria 71 and his staff 
for making the evening a great success.  

The money distributed by the Wil-
liston Park Rotary on the Evening of 
Giving, as well as throughout the year, 
is the result of the generosity of resi-
dents of the Willistons.  The Rotarians 
thank their friends and neighbors for 
this continued generous support. 

H
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Wheatley Girls Are 
Nassau Class B 

Volleyball Champions
In a tense match against perennial powerhouse Seaford, the Wheatley Girls Vol-

leyball team battled to a 3-0 match victory! In doing so, they earned the Nassau 
County Class B Championship Crown!  

Congratulations to Coach Greeley and the entire team!  Go Wildcats!

Mineola Board of Education 
Salutes All-County Athletes

At its Nov. 30 meeting, the Mineola Union Free School District’s Board of 
Education honored All-County student-athletes from the fall season. 

The District congratulates the following, from left, Flabio Anjo (soccer), 
Christian Melendez (soccer), Ryan DeMagistris (cross-country) and Gabriel Silva 
(cross-country). Not pictured is Nicole Genova (soccer) and Samantha Schroeder 
(volleyball).

Photo courtesy of Mineola Union Free School District

Town to Host 
Winter Wonderland 

at Clark Garden
Town of North Hempstead Supervisor Judi Bosworth and the Town Board are 

proud to announce that the Town will be hosting the Winter Wonderland Train 
and Light Show from December 17 to December 21 both outside and inside the 
historic Clark House at Clark Botanic Garden in Albertson. The FREE holiday 
event, which spans five days, promises to be bigger and better than ever.

Each day the events will include: Holiday lights in the garden, an outdoor 
steam locomotive donated by Willis Hobbies, and an indoor Garden Railway pro-
vided The Long Island Garden Railway Society with a display including old time 
steam trains, trolleys and a Christmas village.

The full schedule of daily events includes: 
The Winter Wonderland kick off will be on Sunday, December 17 

from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m.  The day’s events will include holiday story time with Su-
pervisor Judi Bosworth and friends, free face painting and hot chocolate, Ameri-
can Idol Contestant Bryce Larson singing holiday songs by the fire, a photo booth, 
arts and crafts and indoor and outdoor train displays and light displays.  

On Monday December 18, from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. bring your dog a 
‘Winter Pawty’ at Clark Botanic Garden for a stroll through the Garden’s 
light and train displays and have your dog’s photo taken with Santa!  Sponsored by 
North Shore Animal League. 

Tuesday, December 19 from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. Jam Dance Studio of 
Great Neck will be teaching free holiday dance routines. 

On Wednesday December 20 from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. there will be story 
telling by the fire with the Williston Park Library staff at the Clark House along 
with arts and crafts!

The final night of Winter Wonderland will be a kids’ disco dance par-
ty featuring DJ Kev Dee on Thursday, December 21 from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.  It will 
also include free face painting, star gazing for the Winter Solstices with Hofstra 
University’s astronomy department, and a visit from Santa and the Albertson Fire 
Department.  

The event is free of charge to residents.  Clark Botanic Garden is located at 
193 I.U. Willets Road in Albertson. For more information, please call 311 or visit 
www.northhempsteadny.gov
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Fall at the Herricks Leisure Club Pack 8 Wolf Den Learns Flag Etiquette

By Dorothy Daly

Fall – nature’s parade of magical 
hues – sunset gold, magenta and jade 
– a kaleidoscope that intrigues and in-
vigorates the spirits of the members of 
the Herricks Leisure Club.

But, alas, as autumn must evolve 
into winter, we must also encounter 
the evolving stages of our lives. Sadly, I 
must share with you that my dear hus-
band Frank passed away on October 
9. After our blessed 63 years, I know 
that he is with God but he is also with 
me in spirit ‘til we meet again. I thank 
the multitude of members who attend-
ed his wake and Mass and it was most 
kind of Mayor and Mrs. Ehrbar to join 
us.

This experience is one reason our 
adult clubs are so important as they 
extend understanding and help as we 
learn to cope at difficult times. Our 
club gatherings and activities play a vi-
tal part along life’s path.

Our first meeting after the summer 
recess occurred on August 31 when 
our new President Lillian Ciesluk 
and Vice-President Frank Vendinello 
and the Board warmly welcomed us 
back. We were apprised of member 
illnesses by Corresponding Secretary 
Terry Lanese and received a substan-
tive financial report from Treasurer 
Jim Kovalsky. Jeannette Kovalsky, our 
Membership Chairlady, introduced 2 
new members.

At our September 7 assembly, Di-
rector Hilda Escobar announced that 
flu shots would be administered. A dual 
celebration followed in which the 57th 
anniversary of Gregory and Connie 
Tan was honored as well as 10 birth-
days in each of August and September. 
A special tribute was paid to Charles 
Gill on the occasion of his 98th birth-
day. An informative visit from our guest 
speaker Senator Elaine Phillips round-
ed out this productive afternoon.

Our fun-filled trips to Yonkers Ca-
sino resumed September 13 squired by 
Rita Ruffini.

In observance of Rosh Hashanah, 
no meeting was held on the twen-

ty-first but on a busy 28th Terry ad-
vised us of free telephone service 
for the hearing impaired, Legislative 

Chairlady Tess Fiorentino reported on 
computer scams, Hilda spoke on the 
basics of CPR and Lillian conferred 

data on the STOP program. Our guest, 
Stephen Nasta, candidate for Town Su-
pervisor, and his wife briefed us on his 
qualifications for that position.

October entered the picture and 
on the fifth, a joyful remembrance of 7 
birthdays and 3 anniversaries including 
the special 60th of the Kovalskys took 
center stage.

October 11 was the day for an ex-
citing return trip to the Empire Casi-
no. On October 12 a most interesting 
discourse on Town affairs was offered 
by our guest Town Supervisor Judi 
Bosworth.

The highlight of the month took 
place on the nineteenth when we cel-
ebrated our Club’s anniversary at the 
Pompei Restaurant with outstanding 
food, music and witty repartee.

Another riveting event occurred 
on October 26 when a “spooktacular” 
Halloween party ensued. Thank you 
Jeannette Kovalsky and your merry 
band of helpers for a truly delightful 
afternoon complete with raffles, prizes, 
costumes, delicious wraps and brown-
ies, loot bags and scary fun.

Indeed, these gathering and activi-
ties help the members of the Herricks 
Leisure Club cope with and embrace 
each stage of our senior years. Together 
we can face the future.

On Friday December 1, members of both the VFW Post # 1688 and American 
Legion Post # 144 taught the Scouts of the Pack 8 Wolf Den about flag etiquette, 
including the way the flag is to be flown, and folded when taken down.  

The veterans explained the role of the VFV and American Legion and spoke 
about their combat and life experiences.  

It was an amazing and educational experience for both Cubs and Veterans.
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“Looks Like We Made It” 
Wheatley Class of ‘77 Holds 40th Reunion

Like the Barry Manilow song from 
1977 the Wheatley Class of 77 “made 
it” when it celebrated its 40th Re-
union on October 21 2017. 

Planning for the 40th Reunion 
started about three years ago, when 
Doug Cooper started a Facebook Mes-
senger Group to plan. With the team-
work of Adam Zaid, Doug Cooper, 
Glenn Gerstner, Carol McDowell Sha-
heen, Hugh Rothbaum, Artie Barnett, 
Andrea Gould Schwarz, Peggy Cooke 
Centore, Linda Lebowitz-Targrove 
(Watnick), Steve Gnatowsky, Jeff How-
ard, Amy Rosenberg Katims, Steve 
Camp, Ray Marazzo, Niki Maroulakos, 
and Nina Stritzler the Class of ’77 cel-
ebrated their 40 year milestone with an 
amazing night at the Carriage Room 
of Gino’s of Williston Park.  

62 alums with 14 guests were there. 
People converged  from all over the 
country including Oregon, California, 
Colorado, Florida, Pennsylvania, Con-
necticut, Massachusetts, (and Good ‘Ol 
Willie Park) in what turned out to be 
a weekend of reconnecting in hugs, 
lots of laughter, and some tears. A few 
months of Internet banter, classmates 
finding (and dragging in ) classmates 
preceded the actual events, and added 
to the evening’s fun. 

The one night turned into an event, 
with pre-parties all around the Metro-
politan area including one in Willis-
ton Park at TRs (formerly Little’s as in 
Kathy Little ’77) the Friday night be-
fore.   There was also an after-party at 
Memories2, and a couple of brunches 
the following Sunday morning. 

Everyone from the Class of ‘77 
was remembered at the main party at 
Gino’s on Saturday night in a special 
way as the class paused as a group to 
remember and read the names of all 
the Classmates. The names were read 
aloud of all who wanted to be there 
and could not make it, or who did not 
respond or were unreachable, or who 
have already gone ahead into the next 
life. 

Our official class “pray-er” Monsi-
gnor Steve Camp (current pastor at St. 
Patrick’s in Huntington) led a moment 
of memory and beautifully reminded 
us that “God gives us the gift of mem-
ory so that we may be bonded togeth-
er forever.” 

It was more than a good time. 
Classmates reconnected and felt those 
bonds that give warmth and spirit for 
a moment that will long be remem-
bered. 

Everyone enjoyed poring over the 
yearbooks, photos, Class Will (Steve 
Gnatowsky) and the Official Class Tee 
Shirt (Kate Cryder – Kathy Little.) 

The conversations were so good, 
the Class almost forgot to eat the 
amazing meal prepared by Gino’s – 
which is becoming one of THE places 
in town for Wheatley Reunions. Be-
sides amazing food with plenty left 
over to take home (hey, this group is 
all in their late 50s and do that sort of 
thing) the staff at Gino’s made for an 
easy and fun party – they worked like 
the proverbial elves and let the Class 
do all the enjoying.  

For the Wheatleyites, four hours 
seemed (and was) too short, and the 
leaving conversations were about the 
date for the next one ... people want it 
to be next year! Although that might 
not happen, mini-reunions are already 
being planned for 2018.

God speed and God Bless the 
Wheatley Class of ’77.  Many happy 
returns! 

L-R Wendy Strongin, Niki Maroulakos, Peggy Cooke Centore, Christine Alt Gnatowsky, Dorrie 
Kerzner, Eddie Vincze, Karen Alt Roos, Christine Trozzo Savidge

L-R Rich Valicenti, Scott Wells Wolowitz, Hugh Rothbaum, Kevin Prefer, Jeff Howard, Mike Palmer

L-R Mike Venezia, Phil Zorn, Doug Cooper, Don Weinstock, Bob Bencivenga.

40th Reunion at Ginos of Williston Park L-R Amy Rosenberg Katims, Carmela Iannola Raffeto, Peggy Cooke 
Centore, Eddie Vincze, Mike Cialeo, Jeanne Samet, Karen Alt Roos

Center Street 
“Seeds”of the Future

By Audrey Santosus

A few days ago I was honored to be asked to write about a special opportunity 
for the community to get involved in.  I was informed about a new addition to 
Center Street School, an outdoor classroom that will help educate and prepare 
kids for the future. The focal point of the outdoor classroom is an amazing green-
house.   

This greenhouse will give kids a strong connection to the environment and 
will educate kids how to grow food, compost waste, recycle rainwater, all while 
providing and outdoor learning experience.. This greenhouse garden will also 
focus on “local food sourcing and sustainability.” Some of the produce may also be 
donated to a local soup kitchen.

The students will have the opportunity to work the garden, plant the seeds, and 
harvest the produce, which is all very fun and educational.  Perhaps the best part is 
that the students can eat some of  the produce that it grows as  it will be prepared 
in the cafeteria. This will encourage the students to eat fresh fruits and vegetables 
because who wouldn’t want to eat something that you get to grow yourself?

The outdoor learning center/greenhouse garden will provide the students 
with a richer science experience, as they begin growing, harvesting, eating healthy 
snacks, all while breathing in the fresh air. The students in Gardening Club will 
also be responsible for taking care of the garden.

As part of their entry for the Freedom of Design Contest, 4th year architecture 
students of NYIT have begun collaborating with the school to plan the architec-
tural layout of the learning center.

Members of the community can also be a part of this wonderful experience 
because the Herricks community and alumni will have the opportunity to pur-
chase bricks that will be displayed in the outdoor learning center. These bricks 
will help fund the garden, and will also be an amazing way to symbolize the sense 
of community, past, present and future.   These bricks will also make great holiday 
gifts, and who wouldn’t want to “pave” the way and inspire future generations?

For more information and to purchase a brick, please visit https://www.
thatsmybrick.com/centerstreet 
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Holiday Weekends Are For 
Running In The Willistons

Forget Black Friday!  In the Wil-
listons, any hint of Thanksgiving ex-
cess is worked off with a bracing 5K 
run with your friends and neighbors.  
Here’s the proof!

Williston Park Family Fun Run 
2017

Approximately 280 runners came 
out on a crisp Saturday morning on 
November 25th to run in the Fourth 
annual Williston Park Family Fun Run 
in honor of Molly Murphy.  The 5K 
course ran throughout the Village and 
spectators, friends and family members 
cheered the runners on.  

Runners came in all varieties, from 
the very fast to those who simply came 
out for the fun of it and, as you can see 
from the accompanying photos, much 
fun was had by all who participated.  
The event raised almost $6,000.00 
and, after expenses were deducted the 
money  was donated to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society, and to a fund es-
tablished to assist in the care of John 
Quigg, Jr., of East Williston, who was 
injured this past summer in a diving 
accident.

East Williston Turkey Trot 
2017

Neither Black Friday shopping the 
previous day’s Thanksgiving celebra-
tion was enough to deter a small but 
dedicated group of East Williston run-
ners from coming out on the morning 
of November 24th to participate in the 
second Annual East Williston Turkey 
Trot, to support the East Williston Fire 
Department.

As you can see, several runners ac-
cepted the invitation to wear an ap-
propriate Thanksgiving costume to 
run in.  It was a great time, in support 
of a great cause, on a beautiful Fall 
morning in East Williston.  Congratu-
lations to all who took part, and many 
thanks to the East Williston Recre-
ation Committee for the many hours 
of unseen work that went to make the 
Race possible.  It is only through the 
efforts of our many volunteers that so 
many great and enjoyable things hap-
pen in our community.

The Williston Post congratulates 
the runners, and thanks the organizers 
and volunteers for making a success of 
these two community events on a very 
busy holiday weekend.  It is this sort 
of community involvement that makes 
life in the Willistons such a pleasure.
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“Hears” To You: Want a Memory Boost?
Try a Hearing Test!

By Carolyn M. Genna, AuD, FAAA 

Do you find yourself intrigued by all the brain-training products that are being 
promoted to keep your mind sharp and spirits young? You may want to consider 
something else: a hearing test!  

That’s right. Mounting evidence links untreated hearing loss to impaired mem-
ory and diminished cognitive function. What that means 
is, if you keep brushing off that suspected hearing loss of 
yours, your cognition may pay.

Researchers have found that when people with un-
addressed hearing loss strain to hear, they tend to do 
more poorly on memory tests. They may figure out what 
is being said, but because so much effort goes into just 
hearing it, their ability to remember what they heard 
often suffers.  

Experts believe this has to do with what they call 
“cognitive load.” That is, in order to compensate for the hearing loss and make out 
the words, people with untreated hearing loss may draw on cognitive resources 
they’d normally use to remember what they’ve heard. Experts say that untreated 
hearing loss may even interfere with the person’s ability to accurately process and 

make sense of what was said or heard.
In fact, research shows that people with poorer hearing have less gray matter 

in the auditory cortex, a region of the brain needed to support speech compre-
hension.

Other research shows a link between hearing loss and dementia. One Johns 
Hopkins study found that seniors with hearing loss are significantly more likely 
to develop dementia over time than those who retain their hearing. Another 
found that hearing loss is associated with accelerated cognitive decline in older 
adults, while a third study revealed a link between hearing loss and accelerated 
brain tissue loss.  The bottom line is we actually “hear” with our brain, not with 
our ears.

Some experts believe that interventions, like professionally fitted hearing aids, 
could potentially help.  

So if you think you may have hearing loss, do something about it. Make an 
appointment with an audiologist and get a hearing test.  After all, research sug-
gests that treating hearing loss may be one of the best things you can actually do 
to help protect your memory and cognitive function.

For a complimentary hearing screening call (516) 873-9742.

Flag Football Champions
If you’re a pro football fan on Long Island you 

have probably reconciled yourself to another lost sea-
son by this point, but for some fans the fun is just be-
ginning, and a march to the Super Bowl is a distinct 
possibility.

A group of 10 and under players who attend the 
Northside School have formed a team in the 10U 
Division of the Long Island Flag Football League and 
on December 3rd their team, the Steelers, became 
Central Division Champs!  

They will be playing the Southern Division 
Champions on December 10, and the winner of that 
game faces the Northern Division Champs in the 
Flag Football Super Bowl.  

The League games are played on Sunday after-
noons, and there is a fall and a spring league.  While 
the fall season is almost over, interested players and 
their parents can learn more about the League and 
the spring season from the League website at LIFFL.
com.  As you can see from the smiling faces in the 
photo, the players are having a real blast.  

GO STEELERS!

Wheatley National Honor Society Induction

On November 16, 69 students were inducted into 
Wheatley’s Chapter of the National Honor Society. 
Students inducted into the National Honor Society 
have met the requirements of the organization’s four 
pillars: Scholarship, Leadership, Character and Ser-
vice.

In a wonderful ceremony organized by Wheatley’s 
NHS advisor, Ms. Allison Chanin-Bermudez, some 
of the current National Honor Society officers spoke 
about each pillar of the society. Anne Yan spoke about 
Scholarship, Jacob Chimerine spoke about Leader-
ship, Carol Wu spoke about Character and Caroline 
Crimmins spoke about Service.

The Keynote Address was given by Kelsey Eck-
hoff, a member of the Class of 2011. Kelsey spoke 
passionately about creating one’s path through life by 
following one’s passions. During her wonderful ad-
dress, Kelsey reflected on her own experiences and 
how her willingness to engage with her community, 
receive advice and, at times, put herself outside of her 
comfort zone has led to a remarkable post-Wheatley 
life of studies and work.

Thank you to Ms. Chanin-Bermudez for orga-
nizing such a wonderful ceremony!
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Elected Officials For The Day Williston Park Transformed
The November 18th Williston Park 

Village Board Meeting highlighted the 
winners of the annual essay contest 
where students were asked to write an 
essay on what they love about Willis-
ton Park.

Winners were from the Center 
Street School, the Jackson Avenue 
School and St. Aidan’s School.  The 
winners of the essay contest took their 
positions on the Village Board to ac-
tually conduct the Board meeting, the 
position they occupied being chosen 
by lot.  

The slate of “new village officials” 
includes Mayor Catherine Mongel-
lo, Deputy Mayor Aarthi Palaniappan, 
Trustees Addison Walls, Brayden Haas, 
and Sienna Molen. Village Clerk John-
ny Wood, Village Attorney James Con-
don, and Board Secretary Matthew 
Manopella.

Once the winners took their places 
in the meeting room they actually ad-
dressed some significant business, an-
nouncing the winners of the Women 
of Distinction contest for 2017,  Mayor 
Catherine Mongello.  

The recipients of the award were 
Ms. Eileen P. Oliver, Principal of Saint 
Aidan School,  Ms. Kristine Afonso, 

Captain of the Williston Park Fire De-
partment’s EMT Company and Ms. 
Samantha Insalaco – student at W.T. 
Clarke Middle School for her leader-
ship in an anti-bullying campaign at 
the School.

Based on the essays and reports that 
these young people produced, it would 
come as no surprise if, someday, one 
or all of our winners has the chance 
to preside over a Village meeting as an 
elected official.  In the meantime, con-
gratulations to all on a job well done!

Above, Secretary Matthew Manopella; Top 
right, Mayor Catherine Monello; Right, 
Deputy Mayor Aarthi Palaniappan

Clockwise from above, Trustee Brayden Haase & Attoney James Con-
don; Trustee Addison Walls; Ms. Samantha Insalaco, Mayor Catherine 
Mongello & Mayor Paul Ehrbar; Ladies of Distinction Ms. Eileen P. 
Oliver, Ms. Samantha Insalaco & Ms. Kristine Afonso

Passers-by on Willis Avenue were recently treated to a glimpse of the street as it might have been 50 
or 60 years ago when Hollywood came to Williston Park, in the form of the filming of “The Irishman.” 

The Martin Scorcese film stars Robert De Niro and Al Pacino and was filmed at D&J’s Printing Com-
pany. 

Familiar storefronts were transformed, and store windows bore prices that were fond memories for 
many of us who are “of a certain age” as is said.  It was quite an experience, if only for a day or two.  

We look forward to seeing Williston Park in the movie itself.
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Lighting the Tree 
in the Willistons

East Williston and Williston Park kicked off the Holiday Season with their annual Christmas tree lighting 
ceremonies.  

On December 3rd children and their parents gathered on  the front lawn of the Williston Park Village Hall 
where Mayor Ehrbar and the Board lit up the beautiful Williston Park Christmas tree.  On December 6th the 
East Williston Village Green saw Mayor Tanner and members of the Board, accompanied by members of the 
Willets Road Band, leading the residents in a round of familiar carols before lighting the tree.  

Santa Claus then arrived on the East Williston Fire Department’s antique truck, and hot chocolate and 
cookies were served at the firehouse.
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Denton Avenue Unites for Kindness A Great New Chinese Restaurant 
On Hillside Avenue

Denton Avenue School’s students, 
teachers and staff are sharing the mes-
sage of support, hope, and unity to 
show that they stand together against 
bullying. Art teacher Maria Monda or-
ganized and inspired students her class-
es to create kindness rocks. Using the 
Principal’s Book of the Month, Only 
One You by Linda Kranz, students de-
signed beautiful rocks adorned with 
written quotes and positive messages.

Denton Avenue celebrated with a 
unity event on the blacktop outside 
and took a moment for mindful re-
flection, presented their rocks and sang 
together, in observance of worldwide 
Unity Day.

As a follow up to this event, Denton 
students will place their rocks as a per-
manent gallery in the garden courtyard 
to continue share their positive mes-
sages of compassion, acceptance and 
respect.

Photos courtesy of Herricks Public Schools

When you find yourself in the 
mood for really good Chinese food, 
you no longer have to take the train in 
to Chinatown, or drive to Main Street 
in Flushing, because Wing Wong 2 has 
opened up at 344 Hillside Avenue, 
right here in Williston Park.

Owner Juanmin Jenny Xu is hap-
py to report that Wing Wong 2 serves 
dishes representing several different 
Chinese cuisines, including Hunan, 
Szechuan and Cantonese.  

They serve dishes that you are 
probably familiar with, such as General 
Tso’s Chicken and Kung Pao Shrimp, 
but they also offer a wide variety of 
more traditional Chinese dishes, in-
cluding Ginger Scallion Lobster, Si-
chuan Minced Chicken and Salt and 
Pepper Bass as well.

Wing Wong 2 has already begun to 
develop a following in Williston Park.  
It is becoming a favorite of the staff 
at the neighboring Haller-Zaremba 
Agency, and Williston Park resident 
Mary Kenney of Foch Boulevard has 
written to express her delight with 
the food and to wish the owners best 
wishes for success and for a very long 
time to come.  

We join Ms. Kenney in that wish.  
Stop in to Wing Wong 2 for some 

really great, reasonably priced, Chinese 

food served by warm and welcoming 
people, or call them at 248-6688 for 
takeout.  

Either way, you will be treating 
yourself to a delightful local dining ex-
perience.  

Top, Ms. Jenny Xu.  Top right, Mr. Jeff Li. 
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The Dimas Family would like to wish a Happy Hanukkah, a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year to all in our Community         
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Combined  100 years Experience
We Stand Behind our Work – 

On Rare Occasion , Faulty Part, No Charge to Redo
1947 Standards

Live, Work, Raised, Love Community
No Claim to be the Cheapest, but Run a Fair Shop -  

Fair to our Customer and Fair to our Employees 
With a Staff that has been with us 40 + years & 20 + Years

Kind, Fair, Honest Shop
Remember to Check Your Car before Winter Sets In!

East Williston Seniors Explore
Long Island History

On Thursday, November 16, ap-
proximately forty East Williston Se-
niors enjoyed a presentation by Town 
of North Hempstead Historian, How-
ard Kroplick, on the history of the 
Willistons and the Vanderbilt Motor 
Parkway.  

As Town Historian, Howard is a 
permanent member of the Town’s His-
toric Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission. He has authored three books 
related to the history of Long Island; 
North Hempstead, Vanderbilt Cup 
Races of Long Island and co-authored 
with Al Velocci The Long Island Mo-
tor Parkway published by Arcadia. His 
book North Hempstead portrays the 
Town’s history, people, buildings and 
landmarks.  

Howard’s knowledge of the Willis-
tons made for a very interesting pre-

sentation and provided insights into 
the background of the Willistons, with 

facts that most of us who were in at-
tendance were not familiar.  Stretches 
of roadway, and other commonplace 
geographic features suddenly acquired 
a new relevance when we learned that 
they were once part of the first paved 
road to be built on Long Island.   Part 
of the old Motor Parkway leads from 
Willis Avenue to the Roger Fay Pool, 
for example.  It was, in short, a delight-
ful, informative and interesting presen-
tation.  The East Williston Seniors look 
forward to a season of similar activities.  

East Williston Seniors meet on the 
third Thursday of each month at 1:00 
PM in the East Williston Village Hall.  
If you’re an East Williston Senior, why 
don’t you come join us!

Girl Scout Troop 1825 Bronze Awards
Girl Scouts from Troop 1825 re-

cently completed the necessary steps 
to achieve their Bronze Awards.  Girl 
Scouts are encouraged to complete 
the three tier award process, Bronze 
(the first tier), Silver and Gold.  Girls 
who achieve the Bronze Award must 
perform community services as well 
as complete an additional ‘journey,’ 
where they complete an intensive 
curriculum focused on an additional 
community service.  

Troop 1825 undertook a “Year of 
Giving,” as their community service 
requirement, and they spent it com-
pleting the following wonderful proj-
ects which will benefit many people 
and organizations in the Community:

They constructed bat houses that 

were put up in Clark Botanical Garden 
and East Williston Village Green, 

They grew more than 50 pounds 
of food at Clark Botanical Garden and 
donated it to Grow A Row for the 
Hungry, 

They raised money and goods to 
construct 48 duffle bags filled with 
items for children in foster care at 
New York Foundling Hospital, 

They designed head bands for chil-
dren who are dealing with long term 
hospitalization, 

They wrote letters and put togeth-
er a care package for members of our 
military who are deployed overseas, 

They visited a senior citizen’s home 
and played games with the residents, 
they visited Bethany House and do-

Far left, Bronze Award:  Top row, Eliana 
Duffy, Lilly Zarmehrbakhsh, Julia Lec-
cese, Jessica Shaw, Brianna Janicek, Emma 
Novak, Aryana Patel, Lily Eshaghof, Amelia 
Hudd. Lower level left to right:Sabina 
Khan, Amelia Crosby, Daniel Tercynski, An-
gela Testani, Nayiri Barton, Kayla Rogan,-
Sofia Ramos. Top, front, Angela Testani.From 
left to right is Jessica Shaw, Lilly Zarmeh-
rbakhsh, Sofia Ramos, Amelia Hudd and 
Brianna Janicek. Left, left to right, Michelle 
and Brianna Janicek, Tatiana and Lilly 
Zarmehrbakhsh, Sarah and Angela Testani, 
Sofia Ramos, Sharon and Amelia Hudd and 
Kristina and Jessica Shaw.

nated food and toys to children and 
families who are in transition; and,

They ran a craft table at the De-
partment of Social Services Holiday 
Party hosted for children in foster care.

In addition to their hard work for 
others, the girls also had an oppor-
tunity for the fun and adventure for 
which Girl Scouting is justly famous.  

On November 11th, the girls from 
Troop 1825 had an overnight adven-
ture on the U.S.S. Intrepid.  Novem-
ber 11th marked Operation Slumber, 
which was the first all-girls overnight 
sleepover on the Intrepid.   From the 
happy looks on the girls’ faces, it prob-
ably won’t be the last.
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News From The Herricks Schools Pack 201 Lion Cubs at Center Street

Halloween STEAM at 
Herricks Middle School

Herricks Middle School sixth-grad-
ers used their science, technology, en-
gineering, arts and mathematics skills 
to successfully execute various tricks 
using Halloween treats. During an af-
ter-school workshop on Oct. 30, par-
ticipants filled the cafeteria for a series 
of collaborative and creative activities. 

Teachers Josephine Bruno, Matt 
Cammata and Malori Steinhaur pre-
sented a series of fun, hands-on chal-
lenges. With the assistance of seventh- 
and eighth-grade volunteers, they 
provided each group with materials 
and instructions for the various proj-
ects. Through brainstorming, planning, 
trial and error and problem-solving, 
students constructed candy corn tow-
ers, candy launch devices and bone 
bridges and had fun.

With each step, students strategized 
the best ways to make their structures 
functional and sturdy. They utilized 
approaches that they have learned 
through STEAM lessons and assign-
ments in the classroom. 

Language Immersion Students 
Honor Día De Los Muertos

Herricks Middle School’s Lan-
guage Immersion students participated 
in educational activities based on Día 
de los Muertos (Day of the Dead). 

They constructed decorations such 
as miniature skulls, drawings, photos, 
flowers, perforated paper, etchings, and 

Day of the Dead bread, water, salt and 
skeletons. These items and more were 
used to adorn altars that are tradition-
ally assembled in honor of this day.

Day of the Dead is a holiday cele-
brated in Mexico that honors the de-
ceased. It was observed from Oct. 31-
Nov. 2.

Herricks Middle School sixth-graders took on a candy corn tower challenge as one of the 
Halloween STEAM activities.

Above right, Herricks Middle School’s Language Immersion students created a traditional 
Day of the Dead altar. Above and right, Middle School students created decorations for the 
Day of the Dead altar. Photos courtesy of Herricks Public Schools

Center Street Elementary School’s 
Pack 201 recently introduced a new 
program for kindergarteners - The 
Lion Scouts! This is a basic introduc-
tion to scouting. 

In addition to regular Den meetings 
once a month, the boys have recently 
participated in a Halloween Fall Festi-
val at the Schiff Scout Reservation in 
Wading River and Wildcat Mania at 

Christopher Morley Park. 
The photographs suggest that these 

youngest Scouts are full of enthusiasm 
and looking for adventures in Scout-
ing.  Several years from now, we sus-
pect that we will be telling our readers 
about the trail these boys will be tak-
ing to the Eagle rank, but for now we 
simply wish them the best in Scouting.  



The Williston Post, December 2017

26

The Williston Post, December 2017

27

FOR OUR CORPORATE CLIENTS, 
THIS IS A REMINDER TO SEND US 

ALL 2016 BANK STATEMENTS 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE

HALLER - ZAREMBA INSURANCE

“Our 78th year serving all lOng island”

PersOnalized service fOr yOur 

hOme, autOmObile, life and business.

(Renters & Condo’s too!)

328 Hillside Avenue, Williston Park, New York 11596-2196

WWW.HZINSURANCE.COM
Like us on Facebook. Follow us on Twitter.

“FAST, EFFCIENT SERVICE”

Raymond Haller / Kevin Zaremba
(516) 746-2150

Mineola Announces the Top 25 Students 
for the Class of 2018

Mineola High School has announced the 
valedictorian, salutatorian and top 25 academic 
students for the Class of 2018. These students 
will lead the entire class of graduates to the stage 
at the Tilles Center to receive their diplomas 
next June. 

The district congratulates these students on 
their achievement. 

Bottom row, from left: Valedictorian Anisha Shah, 
salutatorian Anmol Patel, Vijay Paliath, Emily 
McGuire, Jisoo Kim, Aileen Miller, Preeti Singh, 
Ryan DeMagistris and Amanda Poppe. Middle row, 
from left: Nicole Chiu, Daniel Murray, Nicholas 
Kern, Nerogica Nimalan, Angelica Morales-Cueva, 
Molly Donelan, Samantha Valmond, Juliana Lupo, 
Flabio Anjo and Daniella Rocha. Top row, from left: 
Kevin Fraccalvieri, Marc Giordano, Michela Franz, 
Rhea Rene, Samantha Kessler and Diana Araujo.

Notice from the Village of Williston Park

Students Participate in the 
Brown University UN Simulation

Under the supervision of High School Social Studies 
Teacher Chloe Graef, 30 Herricks High School Students 
traveled to Brown University in Providence, Rhode Is-
land to participate in a three-day Model United Nations 
Conference. 

Model United Nations is an activity in which students 
act as delegates to the United Nations and simulate UN 
committees as well as historical scenarios. The students 
were tested for their public speaking skills, creativity, 
problem solving abilities and diplomacy. 

While all students did an excellent job, Viren Sehgal 
(10) received an Outstanding Delegate award for repre-
senting Armenia in the GA Plenary Committee.

Students will also get the opportunity to attend Ea-
gleMUNC, a Model United Nations conference held by 
Boston College, in March of 2018 as well as many local 
conferences on Long Island. 

The Herricks Model UN Club will hosts its own 
conferences in January and May. Herricks Participants in the Model UN Conference                                Photo courtesy of Herricks Public Schools

It Can Wait Campaign
Juniors and seniors at Mineola High School learned of the specific dangers of 

distracted driving during an It Can Wait campaign presented by Nassau County 
Police Department, Congresswoman Kathleen Rice and AT&T. The nationwide 
campaign included a presentation from Nassau County Police Commissioner Pat-
rick Ryder with statistics and information specific to Nassau County. It focused 
on the visual, cognitive and manual distractions any driver can face and the im-
portance of remaining alert to one’s own behaviors, and others.

The presentation concluded with a call to action, asking students to sign a 
pledge promising to not engage in distracted driving, as well as to act as ambassa-
dors to continuing the message.

Students took the “It Can Wait” pledge.
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John H. Geager, DDS
Providing all phases of general

and family dentistry
in Williston Park since 1983

653 Willis Ave, Williston Park, NY
516-248-2116

Evening and Saturday appointments 
are available.
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GS Troop 1047 Raises Funds for Silver Award Lumpp Olympics Exhibit In Library
Troop 1047 is busily raising money 

to fund their Silver Award Projects!  
The girls offer a sincere thank you 

to the parishioners of St. Aidan’s who 
were so generous in their recent ef-
forts! 

Stay tuned this year for more up-
dates on how these projects will con-
tribute to our community.

Father Jeff of St. Aidan’s Parish lends his 
support to the girls. 

Left to right, Meghan O’Sullivan, Olivia Christel, Jacqueline Uttaro, Emily Macedo, Daniela Battista, Christina Massetti, Megan 
Broming and Shalini Samuel.  Missing: Emma & Ellie Ruane, Abigeal Callahan & Julia Tenaglia

East Williston sports legend Ray 
Lumpp was the subject of an exhibit 
on display at the East Williston Library.  

Mr. Lumpp was a member of the 
United States Olympic Basketball 
Team that won a Gold Medal at the 
1948 Olympic Games in London.  

After serving in World War II he 
played basketball for NYU. 

After the Olympics Mr. Lumpp 
played for several professional teams, 
including the Knicks.  

He went on to a great career as 
Athletic Director for the New York 
Athletic Club.

The Williston Post joins the Friends 
of the East Williston Library in thank-
ing the Lumpp family for sharing these 
memorabilia of the life of Ray Lumpp 
with his neighbors in East Williston 
and beyond.
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Main              Street

Long Island Smile

We can do crowns in one visit with our 
Cerec Machine. Our new Solea Laser 
replaces the drill and anesthesia is not 

necessary for many procedures. 

101 Hillside Avenue, Suite A, 
Williston Park 
516-741-6202

info@longislandsmile.com

Williston Park Florist

Great Service, Great Prices, Friendly 
Atmosphere and Unique Designs

54 Hillside Avenue, Williston Park
516-747-5500

roslynflorist43@verizon.net

D&M Tax Reduction Services, Inc.

NY State Certified Assessor/Appraiser
Certified Paralegal

516-418-3939
mary@dmtaxreductions.com

Ceriello Fine Foods

Prime Beef, Homemade Sausage & 
Mozzarella, Cooked Meats with a 

Catering Service, Serving the Williston’s 
for nearly 40 years.

541 Willis Avenue, Williston Park
516-747-0277

info@ceriellofinefoods.com

Wing Wong 2

The owner of the Williston Post 
says it’s the best Chinese food 

he has ever tasted.

344 Hillside Avenue, Williston Park
516-248-6688

The Paint Place

We’re here for all your painting needs. 
We specialize in custom color matching 
and excellent expedited service. Serving  

the Williston’s for over 20 years.

263 Hillside Avenue, Williston Park
516-746-4515

thepaintplace@aol.com

State Farm - Williston Park

We protect and support Williston Park 
families for over forty years.

174 Hillside Avenue, Williston Park
516-741-7577

john@mastersonagency.com

Audiological Consulting, P.C.

Complimentary Hearing Screening & 
Consultation - a $125. Value

Offer Expires 2/28/17

99 Hillside Avenue, Suite 99H, 
Williston Park
516-873-9742

heardoc40@verizon.net

Morris Chimon D.D.S.

Smile! You’re in good hands!

810 Willis Avenue
Albertson, NY 11507

516-877-2737
albertsonsmiles.com

Piccolo’s Ristorante

Family owned and operated Northern 
Italian restaurant specializing in 

homemade ravioli (12 different varieties) 
and their irresistible chicken zingarella.

150 East Jericho Turnpike
Mineola

516-248-8110
www.piccolosny.com

Happy Holidays to Our Friends 
and Neighbors;

A Message From The Episcopal 
Church of the Resurrection

Giving Thanks 
at the Community Church 

of East Williston

In addition to our traditional services on Christmas Eve and Day, we invite you 
to join us on Wednesdays at 10 a.m., other than during the week after Christmas, 
for a series of informal discussions on issues and questions that concern us all.  All 
are welcome at the Church.

Seeking Comfort and Joy this Christmas?

Christmas Eve Worship at 4:00 pm:  Christmas story, songs, candlelight, Holy 
Communion, O Holy Night solo and more.

Christmas Day Worship at 10:00 am.  Traditional Prayers, Scripture, Christmas 
music, and Holy Communion.

Seeking Remedies For Distress?

Jesus said, “Come to me all you who are troubled, and I will give you rest.” 
(Matthew 11:28).  This is the heart of our healing service, in which we hear, “So 
come, you who are burdened by regrets, anxieties, fear, guilt or doubt, you who are 
broken in body or spirit, come; for Jesus invites us to bring him our brokenness.”  

Looking For More Value Or Purpose In Your Life?

Exploring the “big questions” - about the meaning of life, our place in it, who 
God is and how to connect - this is not everyday conversation for most folks.  We 
are often too busy with the “here and now” to contemplate the “beyond” or even 
our deepest longings.  Spiritual Direction is a process in which a seeker is guided 
to recognize the truths within and to strengthen spiritual connections.  As a Certi-
fied Spiritual Director, I offer a safe space to explore what matters to you, drawing 
on beliefs that feed your soul.  Curious?  Make an appointment with me via email:  
christinasoulcare@gmail.com. There is no fee for consultations.

Is Scripture Relevant For You?

Do you ever feel confused or even “turned off ” by Scripture?  If you attend 
church, does what you hear have meaning for your life?  We gather on Wednesdays 
at 10 a.m. (other than the week after Christmas) to listen, learn the “backstory”, 
and discuss how the coming Sunday’s Scripture has meaning for our lives today.  
Are you unavailable during the day and interested in this being offered in the 
evening?  Let us know at resurrectionwp@gmail.com.

Looking for Love?

Join us January 18th at 7:00 pm to learn, share and grow in the sacred truth:  
Love is Divine Power.

Seeking remedies for distress?

Jesus said, “Come to me all you who are troubled, and I will give you rest.” 
(Matthew 11:28).  This is the heart of our healing service, in which we hear, “So 
come, you who are burdened by regrets, anxieties, fear, guilt or doubt, you who are 
broken in body or spirit, come; for Jesus invites us to bring him our brokenness.”  

Episcopal Church of the Resurrection
147 Campbell Avenue at Center Street 
Williston Park, New York, 11596
www.resurrectionwillistonpark.org

People from four different faith traditions met at the Community Church of 
East Williston on the evening of November 21st to give thanks for the many bless-
ings we have received in life, and to celebrate the many things that people from 
each of these traditions have in common.

The service was conducted by The Rev. Dr. Marcus D. Tillery, the newly in-
stalled pastor of the Community Church, who gave a moving blessing and expres-
sion of welcome to all who attended.  Mother Christina Van Liew of the Episcopal 
Church of the Resurrection spoke of the gift of quiet reflection, which allows us 
to appreciate the beauty of the world around us.  

Dr. Isma H. Chaudhry of the Islamic Center of Long Island discussed the im-
portance of thankfulness as a guiding principle of Islam, citing the Quran to teach 
that the faithful are thankful people, and the unfaithful are also ungrateful.

The Nassau County Jewish Community Choir, led by Cantor Elena Schwartz 
and Cantor Sergei Schwartz, sang songs of thanksgiving and peace.  They were 
followed by the Community Church Choir which performed the beloved hymn 
“For the Beauty of the Earth.”  

Mayor Tanner of East Williston, and Mayor Ehrbar of Williston Park, delivered 
proclamations from their respective Boards recognizing the contributions that the 
Community Church, and other churches, have made to life in the Willistons.

The service concluded with blessings from the clergy, led by Msgr. James Mc-
Donald of the Church of St. Aidan.  Dr. Tillery concluded by pointing out that, 
perhaps the thing for which we could be most thankful was the fact that we are 
fortunate enough to have food and other resources to share with those who have 
nothing.  The participants in the service responded with donations of both food 
and money for the Interfaith Nutrition Network.

This service is a great way to begin the holiday season, as it inspires us to focus 
on our good fortune, and to remember those who are in need.  
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EWLL U 10 Wildcats Fall Season
The East Williston Wildcats 10U 

Travel Team had a great opening sea-
son for the Fall travel program.

The boys worked hard earning 6 
wins during a tough fall schedule, with 
games played from Queens to Mastic 
Beach.

During the winter months the boys 
will put in more hard work, training 
indoor to prepare for the second half 
of the year’s spring season.  

We look forward to this upcoming 
spring and to the continued support 
from our East Williston community.

The boys and their coaches can 
certainly count on support from The 
Williston Post and our readers.  

Go Wildcats!

News From American Legion Post 144

Williston Day Participants 
Help Injured Veterans

Each year at Williston Day the 
members of American Legion Willis-
ton Post 144 collect donations to fund 
their many programs to help veterans.  
This year the Legionnaires distributed 
American Flags for a donation, most-
ly of one dollar. This year, through the 
generosity of all who participated, they 
collected over $1,500.00.

At the suggestion of this year’s Dep-
uty Chairperson, Legionnaire Richard 
Cinotti, it was decided that the funds 
would go to a program to assist injured 
veterans and, at the November Mem-
bership Meeting the members of Post 
144 voted to give the money to the 
Marine Corps League Semper Fi Fund 
for wounded veterans.

On Monday November 20th, mem-
bers of Williston Post 144, presented a 
check for $1,504.00 to Legionnaire 
Dominick Grosso, Chairman of the 
Marine Corps League Detachment 
614’s Semper Fi Fund.  The members 
of Post 144 thank the many hundreds 
of attendees at Williston Day whose 
generosity made this donation possible.

Veterans’ Day at 
St. Martin De Porres School

On Thursday November  9th the 
students and faculty held their annual 
Salute to Veterans Program, which en-
tailed a fabulous breakfast and an out-
door ceremony of patriotic music and 

songs performed by the students and 
teachers of St. Martin DePorres Mari-
anist School.  

American Legion Williston 
Post 144 And AuxiliaryUnit 144 

Hold Their Annual 
Workers Appreciation Dinner

The annual Workers’ Appreciation 
Dinner is an event looked forward 
to by all of the Legionnaires, Auxilia-
ry members, family and friends.  This 
year’s Dinner was particularly note-
worthy, as it gave the members the 
opportunity to celebrate the 100th 
birthday of Mr. Freddie Santopetro, 
the longest-serving member of the 
Post with over 70 years of service.  The 
hard work of the Dinner Chairman, 
Post Commander Donato Sassano, and 
his Committee guaranteed that every-
one had a great time. 

Each year the members of Willis-
ton Post 144 honor two members for 
their outstanding work in supporting 
the Post. This year’s Legionnaire of 
the Year award went to Legionnaire 
Thomas Jost, posthumously. Receiving 
the award for Tom was a good friend 
Ms. Melody Agro.  The Life Member-
ship Committee, awarded Legionnaire 
Richard Cinotti the Life Membership 
Award for his many years of hard work 
in keeping the Post building in repair, 
as well as his skill and donation of time 
serving as our go-to bartender for Post 
144 events.  

President Christine Horvath of the 
Auxiliary Unit 144 presented Com-
mander Frank Busa with their annual 
gift, in recognition of his tireless ser-
vice as Post Commander during 2016-
2017.  Past Commander Bob Robesch 
was presented with a book outlining 

the Post’s many activities and successes 
during his tenure as Post Commander.

It was a great evening of fellowship 
and recognition, and the Legionnaires 
are already beginning to make plans 
for another wonderful evening next 
year.

Clockwise from top left, Ms. Melody Agro receiving the Legionaire of the Year Award 
for the late Legionaire Thiomas Jost; P.C. Robert Robesch receiving his History Book; 
Veterans Day at St. Martin De Porres School

A Thank You From 
The Alford Family

To the Editor:
To all those who roasted a turkey or donated one, made desserts, baked breads, 

donated drinks, gave money, made a card, decorated a bag, helped us pack or 
helped us deliver…we thank you from the bottom of our hearts for your help in 
making our Thanksgiving delivery project a success!

With the help of so many, we provided the fixings for 30 families in need 
to make their own meal.  It included over 15 pounds of fresh produce, a frozen 
turkey, and all the side ingredients. 295 meals were delivered throughout Nassau 
County on Thanksgiving afternoon to homebound seniors, each accompanied by 
a visit.  In all, 449 were fed!

We are grateful for the beautiful cards, letters, and drawings made by the stu-
dents at Cathedral Nursery School in Garden City, Unqua Elementary in Mass-
apequa, and the Wantagh Middle School.  200 bags were hand decorated by Ms. 
Pashayan’s art classes at Stewart School in Garden City.

None of this would have been possible without the generous support from 
the following groups: Rotary Club of Williston Park, Garden City Foundation, 
Kiwanis Club of County Seat, the Mineola - Garden City Rotary Club, Restau-
rant Depot, Garden City Special Police, Garden City Teachers and Students, and 
Cathedral Nursery School.  A special thank you goes to Robert Auricchio, whose 
generous donation of fresh produce made the meals extra special.

We are honored to coordinate this program that only continues because of 
your generous hearts.  Have a wonderful holiday season!

The Alford Family
John, Melinda, Amelie, Courtney, Meghan, Peter, and Tim
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Reach, Target, Safety Schools?

Saving the World from Electronic Waste

By Tony Moschella

The terms Reach, Target and Safe-
ty Schools help to delineate a candi-
date’s probability of acceptance into 
preferred colleges. Each label speaks 
of a level of confidence that defines 
prospects as strong (Safety), mid-level 
(Target) and limited (Reach), relative 
to the likelihood of admission. These 
categories are based on matching a 
student’s profile with the most recent 
college entry criteria, including statis-
tical (GPA, SAT, etc.), experiential and 
achievement factors. There is a built-
in impulse to fill all three “confidence 
brackets” when forming a college list, 
a sort of insurance policy that all bases 
are covered. 

The striking limitation of this mod-
el is the disconnect between targeting 
a specific category, and the student’s 
ultimate happiness and success at the 
chosen college.  For example, while a 
Reach school might be the student’s 
first choice, the prospect of the student 
thriving in that competitive environ-
ment, if admitted, might well be un-
likely. Similarly, the term Safety school 

conveys the backup plan that students 
truly do not want to fall back on. In 
short, the three-tiered model employs 
an approach that views college entry 
as grasping for the brass ring rather 
than one of ensuring a suitable college 
match between school and student.

A more even-handed approach 
might include presenting a college list 
that includes only schools that will 
enable the student to thrive upon ad-
mission, while still being challenged by 
the intellectual environment. An alter-
native method to the three tiered ap-

proach is a two-tiered model using the 
phrases Strong Probability of Admis-
sion and Probable Chance of Admis-
sion. This pairing serves multiple pur-
poses.  It identifies schools that offer a 
strong likelihood of academic success 
upon admission rather than simply say-
ing that entry is within “Reach”.  Each 
entry on a well-researched college list 
places a student at a competitive ad-
vantage upon enrolling. This two-
tiered approach also aids in removing 
the anxiety surrounding the idea that 
college admissions is an unpredictable 
endeavor. Essentially, isolating the op-
timal college fit rather than fishing 
for admission to schools which offer 
prestige or name recognition or high-
er guide book rankings, sets a student 
up for success at the admissions level 
but also, and more importantly, in his 
or her four year academic career and 
beyond.

Providing a selection of schools 
where an applicant sits high within a 
competitive pool offers a healthy op-
tion for consideration. Predictably, 
elevating the likelihood of a positive 

admissions outcome benefits from cat-
egories that promote all listed schools 
as desirable options to attend. Simply 
navigating past the admissions gate-
keeper is not the primary objective of a 
well-formed college list. It is infrequent 
at best for a student to enthusiastically 
attend his or her  “Safety” school (even 
though many successful college seniors 
have been pleasantly surprised by the 
choice they made) . More relevant, a 
final college list which properly serves 
student ambitions is one in which each 
listed school offers a solid chance of 
admission and is an inviting option at 
college decision time.

Tony Moschella
Independent Educational Consultant
University College Advisors
113 Bayview Ave.
Northport, N.Y. 11768
516-443-5192

This is the third in a series of very useful 
articles concerning the college application 
process.  We look forward to sharing more 
of them with our readers, as the school year 
progresses.
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Residents of the Mineola Union 
Free School District purged thousands 
of pounds of unused and unwanted 
electronic waste in a recent e-waste 
drive held at Mineola Middle School. 

The local company, Two Broth-
ers Scrap Metal, donated the use of a 
container to help dispose of the equip-
ment, which otherwise would have 
made its way into a local landfill. Res-
idents were urged to properly dispose 
of objects such as computers, printers, 
televisions, chargers and other elec-
tronic items during the drive. 

This is the third year the school 
has held this important environmental 
event.

Photo courtesy of Mineola Union Free 
School District

Merry Christmas – Happy Hanukkah 
& A Happy New Year
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