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A Night To Remember

By Mary Lou Magee Grady

Saturday evening March 3rd was a 
night to remember. Over 200 people 
came to share in an evening of great 
music by the Kitty Kelly Band pre-
sented by the Rosary Altar Society. St. 
Aidan’s Kirwin Hall was filled with 
song, laughter and beautiful people. 

As you looked around the room 
you felt that you were in a castle with 
each county banner flying high repre-
senting the 32 Counties.  The dance 
floor was packed like one big, happy, 
exciting house party! 

A special thank you to Bridget Bras-
sel, chairperson, her committee, Dor-
othy Roper, President of the Rosary 
Society, Msgr. McDonald, Father Jeff, 
Father Chris, all the former graduates 
of St. Aidan, and of course Jo Jansen, 
our 101 year young role model.  Thank 
you God for allowing us this night to 
be with each other and for adding to 
our very BEST MEMORIES. 

Until we meet again, may God Bless 
you and hold you close.  Beannachtaí 
na Féile Pádraig oraibh!  (Blessing of 
St. Patrick’s Day on you.)

St. Patrick’s Day Parade
The cold, wet, and occasionally snowy weather on March 3 was unable to 

dampen the spirits of marchers and spectators at the St. Patrick’s Day Parade in 
Mineola.  As is frequently the case, the photos tell the story.  

The Williston Post wishes a Happy St. Patrick’s Day to all of our readers.

Photos courtesy of Christian Danielson
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Mineola Presents The Pajama Game News From Wheatley
Mineola High School’s Drama De-

partment and Thespian Troupe 276 
present The Pajama Game on March 
23 and 24.  

A union strike at a pajama factory 
generates plenty of steam heat in this 
toe-tapping comedic love story.  

Conditions at the Sleep-Tite Paja-
ma Factory are anything but peaceful, 
as sparks fly between new superin-
tendent Sid Sorokin (Jake Lenze) and 
Babe Williams (Sarah Harty), leader of 
the union grievance committee. Their 

stormy relationship comes to a head 
when the workers strike for a 7 ½ cent 
pay increase, setting off not only a con-
flict between management and labor, 
but a battle of the sexes as well.

The Pajama Game was awarded 
the 1955 TONY for Best Musical and, 
over half a century later, claimed the 
award for Best Revival of a Musical - 
proving the story is truly timeless. 

With an energetic score by Richard 
Adler and Jerry Ross (Damn Yankees), 
The Pajama Game is brimming with 

songs and dances that have become 
musical theatre standards, including 
“Steam Heat” and “Hernando’s Hide-
away”.

Katrine Gulinao also stars as Gladys, 
the boss’s vivacious secretary and Na-
than Bischoff as Hines, a time-study 
man who is also Gladys’ eternally jeal-
ous boyfriend. Joining them are Rob-
ert Shevlin as Mr. Hasler, the cantan-
kerous owner of the SleepTite Pajama 
Factory, Sarah Carbain as Mabel, the 
spunky secretary, and Miguel Velasquez 

as Prez, the Union president and resi-
dent lothario. 

Don’t miss out on this wonderful 
show from the Golden Age of Broad-
way! Performances will be Friday, 
March 23 at 7:30 PM and Saturday, 
March 24 at 2 PM and 7:30 PM. Tick-
ets are available for $10 (adults) and 
$5 (students and seniors) on the Min-
eola Drama Department’s website at 
http://www.mineoladrama.com.

Wheatley Model UN Team Succeeds at Boston Invitational!

On the weekend of February 9th, twenty-six Wheatley students traveled to 
Boston to compete in the Boston Invitational Model United Nations Conference 
(BosMUN), hosted by Boston University.  Addressing real and hypothetical issues 
running from the threat of North Korea’s nuclear arsenal and the Kosovo War, to 
the colonizing endeavors of an imaginary island, Wheatley students solved inter-
national problems in UN simulations. 

Building upon the experience gained from WHEMUNC (the Wheatley host-
ed conference held in December), delegates were able to successfully compromise 
and represent their respective nations.  The following students were selected to 
compete as part of the Wheatley delegation: Rahul Ajmera, Zachary Azevedo, 
Michaela Balboni, Patrick Brady, Maggie Caroddo, Jacob Chimerine, Kevin Con-
treras, Aidan Cozzolino, Caroline Crimmins, Peter Cuomo, Tony Deluxe, Sarah 
Hassan, Layla Jarrahy, Brett Katz, Teddy Koutsoftas, James Li, Aamir Muneer, Ilana 
Nimkoff, Jessica Poomkudy, Jacob Ribotsky, John Scudero, Manan Shukla, Bren-
den Resnick, Caleb Varghese, Ashley Vincenzo, and Brenda Zhong.

At the end of the conference, five Wheatley students, out of more than 1500 
students in attendance, won awards:

Best Position Paper, Manan Shukla and John Scudero; Honorable Mention 
(3rd Place), James Li, and Outstanding Delegate (2nd Place), Kevin Contreras and 
Ashley Vincenzo.

Congratulations to all of the participants! Thanks to Rahul Ajmera and John 
Scudero for the write-up and some of the photos! Thanks as well to Mr. Michael 
Haig and Mr. Stan Orlovsky for chaperoning the trip!

The Wheatley Brainstormers Persevere at 
Columbia Spring Tournament!

On Saturday, February 17th, The Wheatley Brainstormers competed in the 
Spring Tournament of the Columbia Cup at Columbia University in Manhattan. 
The Spring Tournament was the final competition in a series of three academic 
quiz bowl tournaments, known collectively as the Columbia Cup, hosted by the 
Columbia University Academic Quiz Bowl Team.

The Columbia Cup is a series of high-quality quiz bowl tournaments for high 
schools hosted by the Quiz Bowl team of Columbia University.  Quiz bowl is 
a game in which two teams compete head-to-head to answer questions from all 
areas of knowledge, including history, literature, science, fine arts, current events, 
popular culture, sports, and more.

The Wheatley Brainstormers had originally planned on sending two teams of 
five students each to the competition. Due to the flu, only three students were 
healthy enough to compete on Saturday morning, and a team of three dedicat-

ed students, Rahul Ajmera, Avinash Reddy, and Frederick Lin, all underclassmen, 
competed against Academic Quiz Bowl teams from the metropolitan area in five 
rounds of competitions.

During the morning competitions, the team emerged with a hard-fought 2-2 
record. During the afternoon consolation rounds, the three Wheatley students 
made an impressive comeback with a 3-0 record. At the end of the tournament, 
Frederick Lin was awarded a medal for winning 1st place, PPG (points-per-game) 
in the Standard Division of the Spring Tournament. Frederick has won two PPG 
medals during the course of the Columbia Cup.

Congratulations to Rahul, Avinash and Freddy for their determination to over-
come obstacles and compete under difficult circumstances. Thank you to Advisor 
Joseph Crotty for accompanying the students to the competition, providing the 
write-up and sharing the photos!

Wildcat Journalists Recognized at Adelphi Quill Awards

We at The Williston Post are particularly happy to congratulate the young 
journalists of The Wheatley Wildcat, and particularly to Editors-In-Chief Karan 
Amin and Mara Zuckerman  who recently were awarded a Second Place prize for 
Best Online Newspaper at the annual Quill Awards at Adelphi University.  

This accomplishment is particularly noteworthy since this was the first year 
that The Wildcat appeared in an exclusively online version.  You can read The 
Wildcat, online at https://wheatleywildcat.org.

Karen Gutierrez of Mineola High School Is A 
LifeChanger Award Niminee

Mineola High School ENL teacher 
Karen Gutierrez has been nominated 
for the 2017-2018 national LifeChang-
er of the Year Award.

Sponsored by the National Life 
Group Foundation, LifeChanger of the 
Year recognizes and rewards the very 
best K-12 educators and school district 
employees across the United States 
who are making a difference in the 
lives of students by exemplifying ex-
cellence, positive influence and leader-

ship. Ms. Gutierrez, who has been with 
the District for two years, was nomi-
nated by the district’s Director of ENL 
Nicole Moriarty.  

Winners are announced via sur-
prise award ceremonies held at their 
schools. 

The staff of The Williston Post con-
gratulates Ms. Gutierrez for this.  In 
doing so, we state the obvious, that ex-
cellent teachers like Ms. Gutierrez (as 
well as so many of her colleagues in 

schools throughout the community) 
are in fact life changers for their stu-

Mineola High School ENL teacher Karen 
Gutierrez has been nominated for the 
2017-2018 national LifeChanger of the 
Year award.

Photo courtesy of Mineola Union Free 
School District
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Winthrop Needs Your Help
NYU Winthrop Hospital is looking for a few good men and women to serve as volunteers 

in the Gift Shop, located within the main lobby of the Hospital at 259 First Street in Mineola. 
The Gift Shop offers an array of unique items for purchase for staff and visitors to the Hos-
pital, with gift purchases typically going to appreciative patients being treated at the Hospital.  
Volunteer responsibilities include working with staff to provide outstanding customer service 
to patrons, replenishing merchandise and assisting with sales transactions. 

While enriching the lives of people as they interact, NYU Winthrop volunteers discover 
the challenge, joy and sense of well-being that is derived from helping others. As a member 
of the Hospital’s dynamic multi-talented team, volunteers are respected, recognized and ap-
preciated.

The Gift Shop is open Monday through Friday 8 a.m. – 8 p.m., and Saturday and Sunday 
12 p.m. - 8 p.m. Volunteers are needed during all hours, especially evenings and weekends. 
Interested individuals (18 years of age and older) should call NYU Winthrop’s Volunteer Of-
fice at (516) 663-2391 between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through Friday for additional 
information. Winthrop Gift Shop volunteer, Linda Pate

Food Drive At Nassau Door and Window

February was Food Drive Month at 
Nassau Door and Window on Hillside 
Avenue in Williston Park.  

This is the 7th year that the store 
and its employees have collected food 
for those in our community, and else-
where on Long Island, who have no 
certainty where their next meal will 
come from.

Rob Hallam of Nassau Door and 
Window is the organizer of the Drive.  

The Book of Proverbs teaches us 
that “a generous person will be blessed, 
for he gives some of his food to the 
poor,” and the community certainly 
lived up to that ideal.  

Through the generosity of the 
communities which Nassau Door and 
Window serves, the Drive has gone 
from collecting approximately 980 
items in its first year to over 400 boxes 
(well in excess of 17,000 food items), 
this year.  The Drive also collected 
money, which will go either for direct 
food purchases or as a donation to the 
Long Island Council of Churches for 
its food distribution efforts.

On March 17th (St. Patrick’s Day) 
at 11 a.m., volunteers will assemble at 
the Long Island Council of Churches, 
230 Hanse Avenue, in Freeport, for a 
“Move the Food” event, where a chain 
of people will pass the food for storage 

in the Food Pantry.  It is a great op-
portunity to give direct aid to some of 
the 316,000 food insecure people right 
here on Long Island some of whom, 
sadly, live in our own community.  

At The Williston Post we are fre-
quently given the opportunity to point 
out the extraordinary generosity of 
our local business community.  It goes 
without saying that this generosity is 
only made possible by your patronage 
of those businesses.  

Box stores and internet vendors are 
a fact of modern life, but you will nev-
er be able to count on them as readily 
as you can count on your neighbor to 
step up for your Community.  

Remember, always shop locally first.



The Williston Post, March 2018 The Williston Post, March 2018

8 9

Beacon Church Hosts A Night To Shine

On February 9th the Beacon 
Church of East Williston hosted A 
Night to Shine at the Carle Place High 
School.  

Night to Shine is a prom, centered 
on God’s love, for young people with 
special needs. The prom guests are 
students at schools throughout Nas-
sau County, including the Rosemary 
Kennedy School, and schools in the 
Carle Place, Mineola, Levittown, New 
Hyde Park and Freeport School Dis-
tricts.  The program is nationwide, and 
is sponsored by the Tim Tebow Foun-
dation, which made a generous contri-
bution of $8,500.00 for the evening.   

Each of the 94 guests at Night to 
Shine entered this complimentary 
event on a red carpet complete with a 
warm welcome from a friendly crowd 
and paparazzi. 

Each guest was accompanied by a 
buddy. Guests took a limousine ride 
from the back parking lot to the front 
door, where they were welcomed by 
students from Carle Place High School, 
including members of  the Carle Place 
High School cheer leading squad, the 
Carle Place Drumline, and the Key 
Club.  

The guests were then treated to hair 
and makeup sessions, shoe shines, cor-
sages and boutonnières, a catered din-
ner, a karaoke room, prom favors, and, 
of course, a dance floor.  

The highlight of the evening was 

when each guest was crowned king or 
queen of the prom. 

Parents and caretakers enjoyed a 
respite room with their own enter-
tainment and dinner.  In all, between 
guests, buddies, parents and caretakers, 
dinner was provided to over 400 peo-
ple.

The evening was the work of hun-
dreds of volunteers, from the Beacon 
Church as well as from the surround-
ing community.  

In addition, the evening was made 
possible, and special, through the gen-
erosity of event vendors, including 
PTG Event Services and Camelot 
Limos, as well as almost twenty local 
restaurants and bakeries.

Thanks go out to the Beacon 
Church, to the Carle Place School 
District, the Carle Place Community, 
and to neighboring communities, all 
of which came together to give the 
guests and their families an unforget-
table experience.   

Seven Herricks HS Students Named 
National Merit Finalists

All seven Herricks High School 
seniors who were recognized as Na-
tional Merit Semifinalists this past fall 
have advanced to earn finalist titles in 
the 63rd annual National Merit Schol-
arship Program. This distinction, pre-
sented by the National Merit Scholar-
ship Corporation, honors students for 
their academic success.

 Aashna Brahmbhatt, Caitlin Chou, 
Nicole Garcia, Jonathan Lum, Nicolas 
Ryan, Brian Yang and Andrea Yeung 
are among approximately 16,000 stu-
dents who have reached the finalist 
level after first being named semifi-
nalists based on their Preliminary SAT 
scores. They advanced by meeting high 
academic standards and other rigorous 
requirements. 

The Herricks semifinalists are active 
in their school and community. Aash-
na is president of the South Asian Stu-
dent Association, vice president of the 
chamber choir and a member of the 

varsity tennis team. Caitlin is co-pres-
ident of the Robotics Club, co-pres-
ident of the Teen Advisory Board at 
the Shelter Rock Public Library and 
a first-place winner in the 2016 WAC 
Lighting-Research Association Invita-
tional Science Fair. Nicole is vice pres-

ident of the National Honor Society, a 
Chinese student ambassador and cap-
tain of the girls varsity soccer team. 

Jonathan has played on the boys 
varsity tennis team, serves as vice pres-
ident of the Future Medical Fron-
tiers Club and is involved in Nation-

al Honor Society. Nicolas serves as a 
Model Congress board member and 
participates in Tri-M Music Honor 
Society as well as the jazz band as a 
trumpet player. Brian is on the boys 
spring track team, for which he served 
as captain last year, as well as the cross 
country and swim teams. He is co-vice 
president of the Chess Club and par-
ticipates in the Literature Club. Andrea 
is co-president of the Dance Theatre 
Club and is a member of Dance Rep-
ertoire and Crew. She is also an avid 
Tri-M Honor Society member. 

The Williston Post congratulates all 
of these exemplary young people, their 
families and, of course, their teachers 
for this amazing achievement, which 
recognizes not only their devotion to 
academic excellence but their involve-
ment in sports, school organizations, 
and community service.  

Photo courtesy of Herricks Public Schools

Hampton Street 
Students Raise More 

Than $8,000 
Through Jump Rope For 

Heart Program

At the elementary level, students throughout the Mineola 
Union Free School District have been using their hearts for 
something healthy. 

In an effort to raise funds for the American Heart Associa-
tion, students participated in the Jump Rope for Heart program 
during their gym periods. 

The students at Hampton Street School raised more than 
$8,000 for the cause this year alone.

Gym teachers Joseph Cerulli and Nick Tonini are pictured with the 
highest-fundraiser student David Kurko and Principal Margarita 
Maravel. 

Photo courtesy of Mineola Union Free School District

The Night to Shine Committee:
Back row, (L-R):  Michelle Lowman, 
Enza Tallini, Carmela Bulzomi, Linda 
Iadevaia, and Cheryl Kelly. Front row  
(L-R): Dawn Wang, Alina Catrava, 
Meredith Rodecker, Jocelyn Ayende, 
and Robert Kelly. Not pictured: Kelly 
Belluomo, Tamara Kelso, Tina Posillico, 
Danielle Reynolds, and Toni Zanetti.
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“Hears” To You: 
How Can Treating Hearing Loss Help Me 

Stay Youthful and Active?

By Carolyn M. Genna, AuD, FAAA 
Addressing hearing loss is one of the best things you can do to improve your 

quality of life and keep up a youthful pace.  New technologies have made it easier 
to manage hearing loss and stay engaged in life, and addressing hearing loss really 

can help you to better maintain your vitality. 
Here’s how:
1. By getting out and enjoying life:  People with hear-

ing difficulty who use hearing aids get more pleasure in 
doing things and are even more likely to exercise and 
meet up with friends to socialize. In fact, most people 
who currently wear hearing aids say it has helped their 
overall quality of life.

2. By nurturing relationships and social connections: 
Most people who currently wear hearing aids say it not 

only helps their overall ability to communicate effectively in most situations, but 
it also has a positive effect on their relationships and ability to participate in group 
activities. And they’re more likely to have a strong social network.

3. By keeping a positive outlook:  Research shows that people with hearing loss 
who use hearing aids are more likely to be optimistic and to feel engaged in life. 
Many people even say they feel more confident and better about themselves as a 
result of using hearing aids.

4. By being a “go-getter”:  People with hearing loss who use hearing aids are 
more likely to tackle problems actively, research shows. Most hearing aid users in 
the workforce say that their hearing aid helped their performance on the job. In 
addition, while people with untreated hearing loss can lose as much as $30,000 in 
income annually, research found that the use of hearing aids reduced the risk of 

income loss by 90 to 100 percent for those with milder hearing loss, and from 65 
to 77 percent for those with severe to moderate hearing loss. 

5. By doing what you can to protect your cognitive function, stay on your feet, 
and keep the blues away.

A study from the Bloomberg School of Public Health at Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity found that hearing aids may slow cognitive decline tied to hearing loss, 
according to Reuters. The study found that estimated 20-year rates of decline 
in memory and global function were greatest in participants who did not use a 
hearing aid. 

Earlier studies have linked hearing loss to dementia and cognitive issues. An-
other Johns Hopkins study showed that people in middle age (40-69) with even 
just mild hearing loss were nearly three times more likely to have a history of 
falling. 

Research has suggested that the intensive listening effort demanded by unad-
dressed hearing loss may take cognitive resources away from what is needed for 
balance and gait, and a 2014 study found that hearing loss is associated with an 
increased risk of depression in adults of all ages, but is most pronounced in 18 to 
69 year olds.

Today’s hearing aids help people with hearing loss to filter out noise and to 
better hear sounds and people from all directions. 

Many modern hearing aids sit discreetly and comfortably inside the ear canal 
and out of sight.  Many of them are also wireless, so they can interface easily with 
other high-tech devices like smartphones, home entertainment systems, confer-
ence-room speakerphones, and hearing loops. Some are even waterproof, and 
others are rechargeable.  

Three Wheatley Seniors Named 
National Merit Scholarship Finalists

The National Merit Scholar-
ship Corporation has advanced three 
Wheatley Seniors as Finalists in the 
2018 National Merit Scholarship Pro-
gram. 

The Seniors earning this presti-
gious honor are:

• Aly Kim
• John Li, and 
• Saman Suleman.
As Finalists, the students have scored 

in the top one half of one percent of 
the more than 1.5 million juniors who 

entered the program by taking the 
PSAT last year.

By advancing to Finalist status, 
these students remain eligible for Mer-
it Scholarship awards worth $34 mil-
lion that will be offered this spring.

The Williston Post joins the Wheat-
ley community in congratulating the 
exemplary work of the three Finalists!
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High School Musicians Accepted Into 
Music for All Honor Orchestra

Herricks High School senior Mi-
kayla Chan and junior Christina Kim 
have been selected to participate in 
the Honor Orchestra of America; an 
ensemble that is part of Music For 
All’s incredible experiences for young 
musicians around the nation. Both are 
talented violinists who have achieved 
numerous musical accomplishments. 

Mikayla and Christina will travel 
to Indianapolis, Indiana from March 
14-17 to work with motivational, 
world-renowned conductors, cli-
nicians and professional musicians. 
Within a span of four days, attendees 
rehearse an intensive repertoire and 
attend master classes. 

This is Mikayla’s third time earning 
this prestigious opportunity. 

“I can genuinely say that it was one 
of the most life-changing events in 
my career as a violinist,” Mikayla said 

of her past involvement. “The Honor 
Orchestra of America provided me 
an opportunity to grow and develop 
personally and musically. The festival 
allowed me to connect to others that 
share the same passion for music that I 
do as well. Not only did I significantly 
develop as a young musician, I was also 
given an insight to the life of a musi-
cian at a professional level.” 

Mikayla Chan and Christina Kim 
were selected to 

the Honor Orchestra of America.

Photo courtesy of Herricks Public Schools

New Arrivals For Two 
East Williston Families

East Williston 
Recreation Committee 

Upcoming Events
Kara and William Siciliano are the proud parents of Julia Kate, born on January 

16, 2018.  Proud grandparents are Tara and Christopher Siciliano of East Williston, 
and Karen and Robert Trazzolino of Glen Cove.  Julia is the first great grandchild 
for Barbara and Nicholas Siciliano, and Barbara and John McWhirk, all of East 
Williston.

On January 18, 2018, Caren and Patrick McWhirk became the proud parents 
of Sean Patrick.  Sean is the newest grandson of Barbara and John McWhirk, and 
Patrick and the late Frances Walsh of Northport.  Sean is also the nephew of Tara 
and Christopher Siciliano.  Both babies crossed paths in the nursery at North 
Shore University Hospital.

Congratulations to the McWhirk, Siciliano, Trazzolino, and Walsh families, and 
much health and happiness to the new parents and their new arrivals.

The East Williston Recreation Committee is happy to remind residents of 
the following upcoming events:

The Annual Easter Egg Hunt will be held on Saturday, March 24th, at 10 
a.m., with a rain date on March 25th.  As always, bring your basket, a camera and 
children eager to meet the bunny.  

Spring Tennis with Jayne Alterman starts on April 10th.  Group lessons will 
be at Richard Camp Park at Devlin Field, and will run for 8 weeks.

For further information about either of these programs go to the Village 
Website at www.eastwilliston.org.
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Wheatley Presents Into The Woods

The latest production of the 
Wheatley Theatre Company was Ste-
ven Sondheim and James Lapine’s 
“Into the Woods” played at the Wheat-
ley Auditorium on March 1-3.  

Neither epic rainfalls nor power 
outages prevented enthusiastic audi-
ences from enjoying a magical pro-
duction.  

The main characters are taken from 
“Little Red Riding Hood”, “Jack and 
the Beanstalk”, “Rapunzel”, and “Cin-
derella”, as well as several others. The 
musical is a story involving a childless 
baker and his wife and their quest to 
begin a family, their problems with a 
witch who has placed a curse on them, 
and their involvement with other fa-
miliar storybook characters during 
their journey.

The Show Must Go On…
And It Did!

The Friday Nor’easter which 
knocked out power throughout the 
District, including Wheatley, could 
have been a disaster, but many hands 
came together to make sure that there 
was power for the theatre.  This was 
particularly important because the 
plans for the weekend included a mat-
inee performance, with lunch, for se-
nior citizens in the District.  The pow-
er went out on Friday night just before 
the end of the first act, and power was 
not adequate for the school to remain 
open, so Friday’s performance had to 
be cancelled.   

On Saturday, emergency gener-
ators were put into service, and they 
provided electricity for lighting and 
other needs.  Hard work by school 
staff, Director of Facilities Nick Fus-
co, as well as building custodial staff 
members Scott Behnke, Juan Gonza-
lez and Mark Gaeta, made it possible 
for the show to go on.  In addition, 
three Wheatley alumni from the East 
Williston Fire Department, Chief Pat-
rick Theodore and members Kevin 
O’Donnell and Bobby Schoen, were 
on standby to make sure that perfor-
mance could take place safely for all in 
attendance.

Seniors Have Lunch 
With Rapunzel, and Jack, and 

Many More.

The lunch was as great a hit as the 
show.  Not only was the food delicious, 
but student performers joined the se-
niors over lunch, and then went on to 
go Into the Woods, to the delight of all.  

All-in-all it was a weekend, a lunch, 
and a performance to be remembered.

Productions of the Wheatley The-
atre Company are always delightful, 
and the students demonstrate consid-
erable talent, on stage, in the orches-
tra, and backstage with props, scenery 
and seamless productions.  Added to 
this was a demonstration of how re-
sourceful the school community can 
be when needs arise and how dedicat-
ed the staff members are to the welfare 
of the school and students.  

In addition, of course, members of 
the East Williston Fire Department 
showed, once again, that they are al-
ways ready to lend a hand in time 
of need.  The Williston Post offers a 
hearty “Bravo!” to all involved.

Photographs courtesy of The Wheatley 
Way, Linda Leff and Barbara Klein. 
A program identifying all of the cast, 
orchestra, and production staff can be found 
on line at https://thewheatleyway.files.
wordpress.com/2018/03/into-the-woods-
program.pdf.

Patricia Rummel Real Estate
Professional Service With A Personal Touch

When Patricia Rummel went 
shopping for her first house with her 
husband 50 years ago, she learned how 
not to sell real estate.  The broker (not 
from Williston Park) sat with his feet 
up on his desk, hands behind his head, 
and did everything he could to con-
vey the idea that he was not interest-
ed in her and her husband’s business.  
Another broker suggested to her that 
she think of a house in a place she 
was totally unfamiliar with—Williston 
Park—and the rest is history.  She still 
lives in that first house and, in June, she 
will have owned and operated Patricia 
Rummel Real Estate here in Williston 
Park for 31 years.

The lesson she learned from that 
first broker was that every person who 
walks through the door is deserving of 

the utmost respect.  Visitors to Rum-
mel Real Estate are greeted by staff 
who rise to welcome them.  The staff 
are, in many cases, Williston Park res-
idents and Patricia Rummel’s neigh-
bors, and have worked with her for de-
cades.  Many are people who bought 
their houses through Rummel Real 
Estate. 

She attributes her longevity in the 
real estate business to her deep roots in 
this community and to her reputation 
for professional service with a personal 
touch.  Her offices on Hillside Avenue 
reflect her commitment to the com-
munity.  They are always decorated 
for the appropriate season, and people 
frequently stop to admire the display 
in the front window.  As you read this, 
Rummel Real Estate is decorated for 

St. Patrick’s Day with, among other 
things, a Guinness Leprechaun which 
was part of the décor of her basement 
recreation room when she bought her 
house.  Patricia Rummel invites you to 
stop in to learn more about the service 
she can provide, whether you are look-
ing to buy or sell a house in Williston 

Park, Mineola, East Williston, Albert-
son, New Hyde Park, Garden City 
Park, Garden City, Manhasset Hills, or 
Searingtown.  She and her staff have 
extensive knowledge of the local area 
and can help you find the right home 
for you or the right buyer for your 
home.
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The always inventive members of 
the Williston Park Recreation Com-
mittee organized a St. Patrick’s Day 
Gold Hunt on March 10th.  

Originally scheduled to occur at 
Kelleher Field, snow cover forced a re-
location of the event to the Williston 
Park Village Hall and the parking lot of 
the Solomon Schechter School.  The 
change in venue did nothing to damp-
en the enthusiasm of the children who 
scrambled for gold coins which they 
converted into prizes.

The event included craft tables for 
the children, followed by some very 
skillful Irish step dancing from sever-
al different groups of performers.  The 
scene shifted outdoors, as the children 
went out for the main event, the Trea-
sure Hunt.

Special thanks go to Tim Casey and 
Tara Bridges of the Recreation Com-
mittee for their tireless efforts on this 
and so many other events during the 
year.  

Thanks as well to Mayor Ehrbar 
and to Deputy Mayor Kevin Rynne 
for their assistance.  Special thanks are 
also due to FDNY member and mem-
ber of the Emerald Society Pipe Band 
Barry Reilly, and his friend Lucky the 
Leprechaun, who led the parade of the 
excited children from the Village Hall 
to the parking field.

A Hunt For Gold
In 

Williston Park
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Combined  100 years Experience
We Stand Behind our Work – 

On Rare Occasion , Faulty Part, No Charge to Redo
1947 Standards

Live, Work, Raised, Love Community
No Claim to be the Cheapest, but Run a Fair Shop -  

Fair to our Customer and Fair to our Employees 
With a Staff that has been with us 40 + years & 20 + Years

Kind, Fair, Honest Shop
Remember to Check Your Car before Winter Sets In!

Tues & Fri  9:00 AM to 5:00 PM
Wed  9:00 AM to 6:30 PM
Thurs  9:00 AM to 8:30 PM
Sat  9:00 AM to 5:00 PM

Herricks Hosts Celebration Of 
Chinese Language and Culture

In conjunction with Lunar New 
Year, Herricks Public Schools hosted 
a program that brought neighboring 
districts together for a celebration 
of Chinese programs. Egg Roll & 
Dumpling Day, held on Feb. 12 at the 
Herricks Community Center, featured 
student performances, food and other 
festivities that supported the connec-
tion to Chinese language and culture. 

A total of 180 students who study 
Chinese, from Herricks, Hewlett, 
Jericho, Massapequa and Oceanside 
highlighted the Chinese language and 
culture through art and dance. The 
Herricks students served as ambassa-
dors for their District and program; 
they welcomed their guests, intro-
duced the performers, and served food. 
Herricks High School students Kayla 
Huang, Emily Liu, Sanketh Kumar 
and Stella Chu introduced each per-
formance group, in Chinese and En-
glish, to an audience of students, staff 
members, Pre-K children and senior 
citizens.

Herricks participants present-
ed a Ribbon Dance, Chinese Yoyo 
demonstration and played instruments. 
Oceanside presented Fan Dances and 
students from Jericho shared addi-
tional traditional Chinese dances and 
Chinese rap songs. Massapequa groups 
showcased a skit called “Dumpling 

Disaster” and Chinese music, includ-
ing a song medley. Herricks students 
ended the performances with the Lion 
Dance to wish everyone good luck at 
the start of the Chinese New Year. The 
day ended with a lunch of egg rolls, 
dumplings and rice. Grant funding that 
the district receives through Asia Soci-
ety covered all costs. 

“It is through the celebration of 
culture and the teaching of languages 
that we learn from one another,” said 
Francesco L. Fratto, Director of World 
Languages, Language Immersion, & 
English as a New Language for the 
Herricks Public Schools. The Herricks 
Public School wishes everyone a Hap-
py Lunar New Year! 

Top, Kayla Huang and 
Emily Liu introduced the 
next performance group. 
Bottom, Herricks students 
performed a Ribbon Dance as 
one of the event’s acts.

Photos courtesy of Herricks 
Public Schools

Brownies Sell Cookies At The Train Station

Face it, it hasn’t been the best win-
ter for riding the LIRR.  Imagine a 
typical ride home, and then imagine 
how great it would be to have the 
doors open at the station and have the 
opportunity to treat yourself to a box 
of Thin Mints.  This was the great idea 

that brought the girls from East Willis-
ton Brownie Troop 1076 to the Min-
eola Station on March 6.  They sold 
over 250 boxes of cookies, did a great 
job, had a lot of fun, and made a num-
ber of harried commuters very happy.  
Well done, girls!
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Looking For Signs of Spring? 
Come Visit Clark Botanic Garden

By Roellyn Armstrong, Fanny 
Dwight Clark Memorial Garden

At this time of year, we all start to 
think and hope that winter might just 
be over.  After suffering through a bru-
tal cold spell in early January, we were 
treated to a mild, rather unseasonal 
February.  Now March is upon us, and 
we are ready!    

Check for the early spring flow-
ering bulbs.    Remove any traces of 
winter boughs in pots and window 
boxes.  Take down the winter wreath 
on your front door and switch to 
something spring-like.  And mark your 
calendars in anticipation of the flow-
er shows and plant sales to come.  If 
you have never visited Clark Botanic 
Garden, in Albertson, the hidden gem 
among the parks of North Hempstead, 
come in spring when the hundreds of 
tulips and daffodils are abloom.  Check 
out the flowering heaths and heathers.  
Watch the swelling buds of magnolias.  
Look for emerging leaves on the many 
wonderful trees, and glory in the spec-
tacular conifers. 

If you really want to get out into 
the garden, consider these early spring 
chores:

- Cut back ornamental grasses in 
March before new growth begins.

- Scatter organic granular 5-5-5 
fertilizer (Plant-tone) on the beds after 
the snow has melted and the ground is 
soft.  Do this just before rain is forecast, 
as the rain will wash fertilizer into the 
soil and off leaves and foliage.

- Check plants that typically heave 
out of the ground with freeze and 
thaw, such as Bearded Iris.  

- Dig and divide Lily of the Valley 
and Hostas as soon as shoots are about 
3-4”.  This is the easiest time for Hos-
tas, which can become brutes later in 
the season.

- Consider having a pH test done 
on all your planting areas, as different 
sites may require different pH levels 
for optimal growth.  Visit the Cornell 

Cooperative Extension in East Mead-
ow to have tests done at a nominal fee.

- Do not cultivate beds as many of 
the plants may emerge later, and you 
can damage them now.

- Do not turn over soil in beds as 
you can destroy soil texture when soil 
is wet in spring.

After enjoying the early signs of 
spring in your own garden, be sure to 
visit Clark Garden soon.  Be sure as 
well to calendar the dates of Friday, 
May 11, from 10 Am to 6 PM and Sat-
urday, May 12, from 10 AM to 4 PM, 
for the annual Spring Plant Sale, fea-
turing popular annuals and vegetables, 
perennials, herbs, magnificent hanging 
baskets, and interesting and unusual 
trees and shrubs, as well as the popu-
lar Attic Treasures, homemade lunch in 
the Tea Room, an Art Show, the Gar-
den Gift Shop, raffles and the opportu-
nity to purchase honey from the gar-
den.  Locally sourced organic produce 
will be available as well as the “black 
gold” Bioferm compost manure.

See you in the Garden!

Mineola Lions Club Sponsors 
Guide Dog “Senator”

A guide dog sponsored by the Ed 
Smith Mineola Lions Club recently 
”graduated” from the training program 
run by the Guide Dog Foundation. At 
the request of the Club, the guide dog 
was named “Senator,” which is the 
nickname of Legislator Rich Nicolel-
lo, 1st Vice President of the Club. 

The guide dogs undergo extensive 
training and, once their training is 
complete, provide persons with visu-
al and other impairments the means 
to retain their mobility and indepen-
dence. Dogs that do not “graduate” 
from the guide dog program are re-as-
signed as service dogs for individuals 
with various needs.

Senator has found a home with Pa-
mela Bilyeu, a hearing impaired wom-
an from Wisconsin.

Top, Legislator Rich Nicolello with Senator
Left, Standing - Guide Dog Instructor Daniel Mc-
Carthy, Lion Bruce Chester, Guide Dog Field Rep 
Douglas Wiggin, Pamela Bilyeu, Guide Dog In-
structors Mark Briganti and Maria Nuzzi. Kneeling 
Legislator Nicolello and Senator
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Herricks HS Senior Named Nassau County 
Art Award Winner

Girl Scout Sunday at St. Aidan

Herricks High School senior 
Jacqueline Lewittes has been se-
lected as the winner of the 2018 
Nassau County Art Supervisors 
Association Senior Art Scholarship 
Award. 

This distinction is present-
ed annually to a deserving senior 
who has consistently demonstrat-
ed exemplary talent and passion in 
two-dimensional visual art forms. 

 “One of the goals of the Art Su-
pervisors Association is to encour-
age our young artists. Our mission 
is to honor and recognize one out-
standing senior from each member 
district in Nassau County who will 
likely pursue further studies in the 

fine and visual arts,” said Mary Pas-
sero, Herricks UFSD related arts & 
business chairperson and past pres-
ident of the Art Supervisors Asso-
ciation.  

Jacqueline received the award at 
a special ceremony at Farmingdale 
State College on March 25 which 
was followed by the 14th annual 
All-County Student Art Exhibi-
tion. 

In addition to Jacqueline’s award, 
Mrs. Passero is also pleased to an-
nounce that the following Herricks 
K-12th-grade students have been 
selected by their art teachers to par-
ticipate in this prestigious event:

Herricks High School:
Jessica Frucci; Grace Pagliuca; 
Manvi Golcha; Jenna Bianco; Lina 
Nicholis; Jasmine Garoosi; Erin 
Ibo; Philip Chen

Herricks Middle School: 
Patel Roshni; Patnam Pranati; Lau 
Jovana; Natalie Zhou; Alexa Brady; 
Lamiya Rangwala

Center Street Elementary: 
Vivian Huang; Ciara Cottrell; Mia 
Donnatin

Denton Avenue Elementary: 
Aleeza Mirza; Jamie Zhao; Vincent 
Wang

Searingtown Elementary: 
Anjali Jalwan; Benjamin Hakim; 
Mikayla Yu

Art Scholarship Award winner Jacqueline Lewittes. Photo courtesy of Herricks Public Schools

Happy Girl Scout Sunday.  The celebration at St. Aidan’s Parish was beautiful. 
Thank you Monsignor McDonald for your support of the Girl Scouts and Fr. 

Jeff for celebrating the mass. 

Special thanks to Emma Parente for coordinating and Patricia Santosus for 
assisting. The altar servers and choir also included Girl Scouts.  

It was a really lovely mass.

HALLER - ZAREMBA INSURANCE

“Our 78th year serving all lOng island”

PersOnalized service fOr yOur 

hOme, autOmObile, life and business.

(Renters & Condo’s too!)

328 Hillside Avenue, Williston Park, New York 11596-2196

WWW.HZINSURANCE.COM
Like us on Facebook. Follow us on Twitter.

“FAST, EFFCIENT SERVICE”

Raymond Haller / Kevin Zaremba
(516) 746-2150
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John H. Geager, DDS
Providing all phases of general

and family dentistry
in Williston Park since 1983

653 Willis Ave, Williston Park, NY
516-248-2116

Evening and Saturday appointments 
are available.

    

   
    

      

           
      

  

 

         
     

     

  
   

  
           

  
    

  
    

           

The Williston Post, March 2018

25

Hampton Street School Honors The Olympics“Emojin” The Possibilities With Reading
After learning about the Winter Olympics and creating their own Olympic 

medals, Pre-K students in Christine O’Grady’s classes at Hampton Street School 
in the Mineola Union Free School District participated in Olympic-style events.

Students reenacted the Opening Ceremony by walking down the hall with 
their flags and then entered the school’s gym where they ran a lap holding an 
Olympic torch. The event concluded with the pre-kindergartners playing hop-
scotch and staging a relay run.  

Hampton Street School pre-K students celebrated the Winter Olympics.

Meadow Drive students have been 
busily preparing for PARP (Pick a 
Reading Partner) Week at Meadow 
Drive School in the Mineola Union 
Free School District. 

Students  have been gearing up 
for the festivities by participating in 
a door decorating contest set to this 
year’s PARP theme of “Reading…
Emojin the Possibilities.”

Left, First-graders in Ms. Patty Pearsall’s class stood in front of their emoji door that read: 
“Reading inspires your emojination.”  Top, First-graders in Mrs. Andrea Romano and 
Mrs. Kate McCarthy’s class believe that “if you emojin it, you can achieve it!”
Photos courtesy of Mineola Union Free School District
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Main              Street

Long Island Smile

We can do crowns in one visit with our 
Cerec Machine. Our new Solea Laser 
replaces the drill and anesthesia is not 

necessary for many procedures. 

101 Hillside Avenue, Suite A, 
Williston Park 
516-741-6202

info@longislandsmile.com

Williston Park Florist

Great Service, Great Prices, Friendly 
Atmosphere and Unique Designs

54 Hillside Avenue, Williston Park
516-747-5500

roslynflorist43@verizon.net

D&M Tax Reduction Services, Inc.

NY State Certified Assessor/Appraiser
Certified Paralegal

516-418-3939
mary@dmtaxreductions.com

Ceriello Fine Foods

Prime Beef, Homemade Sausage & 
Mozzarella, Cooked Meats with a 

Catering Service, Serving the Williston’s 
for nearly 40 years.

541 Willis Avenue, Williston Park
516-747-0277

info@ceriellofinefoods.com

Wing Wong 2

The owner of the Williston Post 
says it’s the best Chinese food 

he has ever tasted.

344 Hillside Avenue, Williston Park
516-248-6688

The Paint Place

We’re here for all your painting needs. 
We specialize in custom color matching 
and excellent expedited service. Serving  

the Williston’s for over 20 years.

263 Hillside Avenue, Williston Park
516-746-4515

thepaintplace@aol.com

State Farm - Williston Park

We protect and support Williston Park 
families for over forty years.

174 Hillside Avenue, Williston Park
516-741-7577

john@mastersonagency.com

Audiological Consulting, P.C.

Complimentary Hearing Screening & 
Consultation - a $125. Value

Offer Expires 2/28/17

99 Hillside Avenue, Suite 99H, 
Williston Park
516-873-9742

heardoc40@verizon.net

Morris Chimon D.D.S.

Smile! You’re in good hands!

810 Willis Avenue
Albertson, NY 11507

516-877-2737
albertsonsmiles.com

Piccolo’s Ristorante

Family owned and operated Northern 
Italian restaurant specializing in 

homemade ravioli (12 different varieties) 
and their irresistible chicken zingarella.

150 East Jericho Turnpike
Mineola

516-248-8110
www.piccolosny.com

Mineola Firefighters Benefit 
From NYU Winthrop Hospital’s Lifesaving 

“Stop The Bleed” Program

Every Drop of Blood Counts When 
There Are Life-Threatening Injuries 

 The trauma team from NYU Win-
throp Hospital, an ACS Level 1 Trauma 
Center, recently trained more than 50 
members of the Mineola Fire Depart-
ment in the Hospital’s Stop the Bleed 
program. 

Stop the Bleed, a national program 
initiated by the American College of 
Surgeons and supported by the United 
States Department of Homeland Se-
curity, encourages first responders and 
everyday citizens to become trained 
and empowered to assist in a bleeding 
emergency until professional medical 
aid arrives. 

NYU Winthrop has been train-
ing organizations and residents across 
Long Island in recent months, bring-
ing the Stop the Bleed program’s life-
saving techniques to university staff, 
public safety officers, health profes-
sionals, entertainment venues, corpo-
rations, and more.

“When serious injuries occur, 
whether from a car accident, blast or 
other unexpected tragedy, every min-
ute counts and every drop of blood 
counts,” said Fahd Ali, MD, a lead Trau-
ma Surgeon at NYU Winthrop Hospi-
tal. “Not only is it important that first 
responders like Mineola firefighters be 
trained in the lifesaving techniques of 
Stop the Bleed, but citizens across our 
Long Island communities should be 
empowered to provide immediate care 
to sustain life after serious blood loss.” 

“The volunteer firefighters of the 
Mineola Fire Department responded 
to over 500 emergency calls last year,” 
said Robert Connolly, First Assistant 
Chief of the Mineola Fire Depart-
ment. “The 140 Members of this de-
partment have been trained to respond 
to fires and other emergencies. We so 
appreciate NYU Winthrop providing 

us with this additional training. We are 
dedicated to saving lives, and the Stop 
the Bleed curriculum allows us to add 
one more skillset to make that possible. 
The knowledge that we gained in one 
morning of training will prove invalu-
able.”

According to a National Academies 
of Science study, trauma is the lead-
ing cause of death for Americans un-
der the age of 46, resulting from car 
accidents, gun violence, mass casualty 
incidents and terrorism, as well as from 

home and work injuries.  In many cas-
es, the deaths are due to blood loss and 
are preventable. The Stop the Bleed 
program focuses on teaching tactics 
to recognize life-threatening bleeding 
and provide immediate response to 
control that bleeding including by di-
rect pressure, the use of tourniquets, or 
packing (filling) a wound with gauze 
or clean cloth. Bleeding wounds, such 
as to the arms and legs, can many times 
be controlled by direct pressure. 

The Stop the Bleed program was 

first instigated by a physician who 
examined the wounds among those 
killed in the Sandy Hook massacre in 
Newtown, Connecticut and deter-
mined that if pressure had been imme-
diately applied to some wounds, deaths 
would have been prevented. 

Public or private organizations in-
terested in more information about 
NYU Winthrop’s Stop the Bleed Pro-
gram may contact Judy Jax at jjax@
nyuwinthrop.org or telephone: 516-
663-8708.

NYU Mineola Fire Department Chief Brian Santosus Stops the Bleed
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Easter At The 
Community Church of East Williston 

This is the schedule for Holy Week 
and Easter Services at the Community 
Church of East Williston:

Maundy Thursday Supper- 6:30pm

Tenebrae Service- 7:30pm

Easter Sunrise Service- 6:30am

Easter Service- 10:00am

Easter Egg Hunt- 11:30am

All are welcome to join us during 
this season of praise, worship, and joy!

- Pastor Marcus

Williston Park Public Library News
By Donna McKenna, Director

It’s been noticed that some patrons have been marking our new books with a 
personal message (“date/month”) to let themselves know when they’ve read the 
book.  While we understand the purpose of not wanting to read the same book 
twice, please refrain from marking any materials.

Parents and caregivers, please clean up the toys and puzzles when the children 
are finished playing.  Your cooperation has been requested numerous times.  

If you would like to make a monetary donation in memory of a loved one, 
please make checks payable to “Williston Park Library”.  Books will be purchased 
and acknowledgment placards will be placed inside.

Library Board Meetings are held on the second Tuesday of every month at 
7pm.

Adult Programs

Crock Pot Cooking with Barbara Sheridan—Thursday—March 22—7pm 
in the Assembly Room of Village Hall.  Bring a tea cup and enjoy spring enter-
taining.

Wine Cork Tray with Julianne Gaudioso—Tuesday—April 3—6:30pm 
in the Library.  $18 material fee due at registration.  Maximum of 15 participants.

Hearing Healthcare—Saturday—April 7—11am 
in the Assembly Room of Village Hall.  All are welcome to attend an educational 

seminar.  Sign up at the Circulation Desk.

Mediumship with Winter Brook—Tuesday—April 17—7pm 
in the Assembly Room of Village Hall.  Back by popular demand!  Limited to 75 
participants.  Attendance does not guarantee a reading.  Sign up at the Circula-
tion Desk.

Parents for Megan’s Law Presents “Apple of My Eye”—Tuesday—May 15—6:30-
8:00pm in the Assembly Room of Village Hall.  Techniques and skills will be 
discussed in order to protect children and themselves from sexual abuse and 
abduction.  Free.  Sign up at the Circulation Desk.

Children’s Programs

Story Hour for Tots—Thursdays—March 15, 22, 29; April 5 & 12—11am 
in the Library for children 1-3 years old.  Sign up at the Circulation Desk.

Ceramic Children Bunny—Friday—March 23—4:30 pm 
in the Assembly Room of Village Hall for children K+.  There is a non-refund-
able fee of $5 due at registration.  Sign up at the Circulation Desk.

Bide-a-Wee Reading to Dogs—Wednesday—April 11—4pm 
in the Library.  Open to children of all ages.  Sign up at the Circulation Desk.

You can find out more by visiting the Library website at www.williston-
parklibrary.org.  
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East Williston Library News
During the month of March the 

Library Friends are pleased to display 
the art work of third and fourth grade 
students at North Side School.  Work-
ing under the supervision of  Elemen-
tary Art Teacher Ms. Kyrou, the stu-
dents have been very busy exploring 
new art media.  

The third grade students used char-
coal to draw and shade geometric still 
lifes.  Using different drawing tech-
niques students completed their very 
own unique masterpiece.  The fourth 
grade students put their scissors to 
work creating Notans.  The negative 
and positive designs created are truly 
outstanding.

Please come enjoy the display in 
the Village Hall, through March.

On March 2nd the Library hosted a 
Teen Cake Wars Program. Teens com-
peted in teams to create amazing dec-
orated cakes reflecting the theme of 
“Spring/Summer Are in the Air.” All 
of the participants did a fantastic job 
and, as the accompanying photos show, 
all had a great time. 

On Friday, April 15th, from 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. the Library will sponsor 
a Teen Paint Night at The Little Art 
Studio, 470 Sagamore Avenue for teens 
between the ages of 13 to 18.  There 
will be a fee of $15.00 which will in-
clude materials, and it is necessary to 

pre-register at the Library before April 
6th.   

There are always new programs, as 
well as old favorites, to be enjoyed by 
patrons of all ages at the East Williston 
Library.  Please stop by, often, to see for 
yourself and to take advantage of the 
many program offerings and, of course, 
our wide selection of books.
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