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Schechter School of Long Island First Day of 
School Fundraising Initiative for Harvey Victims

On Tuesday, September 5th the 
Schechter School of Long Island will 
begin the 2017-2018 school year with 
a gift card drive for victims of Hur-
ricane Harvey. Gift cards will be sent 
to the Beth Yeshurun Day School in 
Houston, Texas for distribution among 
their families, staff and community 
member. 

The gift card drive is coordinated 
by the High School Student Govern-
ment and the Kesher Club for Social 
Action. Below is the letter that was 
sent to the school community.

“Dear SSLI Family,
As many of you know, over the past 

week, the communities around Hous-
ton and across the Texas Gulf Coast 
have been ravaged by unrelenting rain 
and wind from Hurricane Harvey, re-
sulting in catastrophic flooding that 
has severely damaged and destroyed 
homes, schools, businesses and the 
lives of the the people who live there.  
Historically, in times of crisis, we can 
count on the Jewish community for 
support. It was only five years ago 
when our SSLI community received 
an outpouring of love and support 
from sister Schechter Schools around 
North America as we coped with the 
aftermath of Hurricane Sandy.  

Now it’s our turn to reciprocate 
and support the Houston commu-
nity in their time of need. The SSLI 
High School Student Government 
and Kesher Club are working to col-

lect gift cards from every family of the 
SSLI community to send to the Beth 
Yeshurun Day School in Houston, 
Texas. The Beth Yeshurun School, like 
SSLI, is a co-ed, Jewish school affiliat-
ed with Schechter. We encourage you 
to buy gift cards from the following 
stores that can offer the opportunity 
for families to purchase necessities like 
clothing, diapers, non perishable foods 
and more. Stores like Target, Marshalls, 
Ross, Walmart, Kroger, Lowes, Kohl’s, 
Home Depot, BabiesRUs, and Ama-

zon are among the most useful of gift 
cards for families to purchase necessi-
ties.   

If it is more convenient for you to 
send cash, we can pool it into a gift card. 
We are hoping to collect the gift cards 
on the first day of school in the offices 
at both campuses so that they can arrive 
in Texas by next Shabbat.

Thank you for supporting us in this 
endeavor! There is nothing in the world 
like our Schechter Long Island commu-
nity and we know we can count on you 

to help us achieve our goal of helping 
our sister community out. Let’s keep 
these families in our thoughts and 
prayers.”

This is an exemplary way to com-
mence a school year.  If you would 
like to learn more about this fundrais-
ing effort, or would like to contribute, 
you can visit the Schechter School’s 
website at www.schechterli.org.  The 
Williston Post will follow up on this 
program and share the results with our 
readers in future issues.  

Wheatley Senior Sunrise

The opening of the 
2017-18 school year started with 

Senior Sunrise. Seniors of the Class of 2018 
gathered together on the athletic fields early on 

the morning of September 5th to watch the sun rise on 
the first morning of their Senior Year of school. (In the fi-

nal week of classes, seniors will gather for their Senior Sunset.) 
Thanks to the generous support of the Wheatley PTO, students 
were treated to bagels, muffins, fruit, coffee and juices! All bodes 
well for what promises to be a fantastic year for members of the 

Class of 2018.
The staff of The Williston Post extend best wishes for an excit-
ing and successful senior year to all of the students at Wheat-
ley and all of the other schools which serve the Willistons.  

We have enjoyed reporting on the achievements of 
their predecessors, and look forward to sharing the 

highlights of the coming school with our 
readers once again.

Photos courtesy of Dr. Sean Feeney
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St. Aidan’s Teens Visit Philadelphia

On August 11th Monsignor James McDonald and the St. Aidan’s Parish gave a warm sendoff to 
46 Parish teens who embarked on a one-day trip to Philly with Father Jeff.  

The day included lunch at famous Geno’s Steaks, mass at the Shrine of St. John Neumann, visits 
to the Liberty Bell, Independence Hall and the Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul, and a run up the 
famous Rocky Steps at the Philadelphia Museum of Art.



The Williston Post, September 2017

6 7

The Williston Post, September 2017

The Herricks Leisure Club’s 
Summer Reflections

By Dorothy Daly

Rolling waves kiss the shore while 
azure skies frame our summer world 
and the members of the Herricks 
Leisure Club bask in the warmth and 
tranquility of this iconic season.  And 
as we lazed through sunny delights, our 
thoughts turned to our late spring ex-
periences at our active club.

Our meeting on June 1 proved to 
be an informative one – Treasurer Jim 
Kovalsky submitted a comprehensive 
financial report, Legislative Chairlady 
Tess Fiorentino commented on the 
inspiring Memorial Day service at the 
VFW and Director Hilda Escobar an-
nounced our newly elected officers for 
President and Vice President, Lillian 
Ciesluk and Frank Vendinello. Frank 
also noted that the Senior Prom con-
ducted by the Herricks students for 
our “seniors” was a sparkling affair!

The final feature of this day’s as-
sembly was a dual celebration of birth-
days and anniversaries. We honored 9 
birthdays as well as the most impressive 
71st anniversary of Michael and Marie 
Rallo. Also remembered were 15 July 
birthdays and the special 50th anniver-
sary of Mario and Rita Ruffini. Con-
gratulations all!

An exciting jaunt to the Yonkers 
Casino drew a gaming group on June 

7. We convened the next day to learn 
of several serious member injuries 
from our Secretary Terry Lanese. Mrs. 
Escobar offered news from Project 
Independence on Medicare and pre-
scriptions. Next a vibrant presentation 

by The Entertainers Choral Group 
featuring musical and comedic seg-
ments was enjoyed by all. 

At our last meeting of the club 
season on June 15 outgoing President 
Marie Cristello spoke fondly of her 

term in office and thanked us for our 
cooperation. She also notified us that a 
Mass would be offered on June 25th at 
St. Aidan’s Church in memory of our 
former Director Frances Kivatisky. Our 
guest, Gerontologist Dr. Mia Clar, sub-
mitted a very pertinent presentation on 
geriatric and palliative medicine stress-
ing the importance of balance.

The grand finale of our year oc-
curred on June 22 when we gathered 
at the elegant Swan Club for a succu-
lent luncheon, dancing to our musician 
John Walters and friendly repartee. We 
welcomed two representatives from 
Supervisor Judi Bosworth’s office, Re-
becca Miller and Shari Bittone, who 
conducted the swearing-in ceremony 
for our new President and Vice Presi-
dent. Celebration abounded on this 
festive afternoon!

In our post club recess, on June 29, 
we delighted in an all-day excursion 
to the New Jersey highlands arranged 
by Rosemarie Campolongo, and, of 
course, we savored each Funday Mon-
day at North Hempstead Beach Park.

As we recall our recent club expe-
riences, the members of the Herricks 
Leisure Club look forward to August 
31 when we resume the meetings and 
adventures which enhance our senior 
lives.

Mineola’s Superintendent For A Day

Knox Pace, an incoming second-
grader at Meadow Drive School in the 
Mineola Union Free School District, 
accomplished a lot while serving as 
Superintendent for a Day. 

As part of his duties on June 15, he 
toured the school, created a growth 
mindset video with the actual Super-
intendent of Schools Michael Nagler, 
Ed.D., and even crafted a propos-

al to add a bike rack to the grounds 
at Meadow Drive. Dr. Nagler took 
Knox’s proposal under consideration 
and this summer a bike rack was in-
stalled at Meadow Drive to accommo-
date those students who prefer to bike 
or scooter to school each day.

Congratulations, Knox.  Your great 
idea was acted on this summer, and 
your schoolmates will be able to ride 

their bikes and scooters to school as a 
result of your term as Superintendent 
for a Day

Knox is pictured with Meadow Drive 
Principal Dr. Sue Caryl Fleischmann 
and Superintendent of Schools Michael P. 
Nagler, Ed.D.
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Back To School
By Audrey Santosus

Summer is almost over. It’s sad but 
true.  Some kids like going back to 
school and some don’t.  I personally 
get excited because I think it’s fun to 
get ready for back to school. 

There is nothing more inspir-
ing than a fresh set of pens and a full 
binder of clean loose leaf paper.  You 
can even add a unique, personal touch 
with some decorative pieces, but some 
“cute” school supplies can be more 
expensive, not the right binder or the 
design might not be your style.  

But do not fret!  You can decorate 
you own school supplies with all those 
cool and trendy DIYS from the In-
ternet, and I am going to gather my 
favorite DIYS for you. Some of these 
may be new to you, or some you may 
already know about, but either way 
they are still fun to do.

Do you have a plain old backpack? 
Take some iron on patches and go 
crazy! If it’s a white canvas backpack, 
take some fabric spray paint and use 
some stencils to make cool designs, 
like words, stars, etc. Make cool stripes 
by applying masking tape to your bag 
and then painting over it. Once it’s dry, 
you can peel off the tape and voila! 
Say hello to your gorgeous/cool new 
backpack!  

Or do you have a favorite backpack 
that up until now, you have thought 
has seen its last days due to some un-
fortunate wear and tear?  You can easily 
sew or even iron on some cool patches 
to make your backpack good as new 
and trendy.

Now time to decorate your bind-
ers! 

Binders with clear pockets on the 
front are super easy to decorate! Just 
take a piece of scrapbook paper or 
print a pattern onto printer paper, glue 
on one piece of smaller paper to the 
center and then glue on one final piece 
of even smaller paper. 

Next, write your name and subject 
and it’s ready.  

Another option which I love is the 
duct tape method.  Simply duct tape 

It’s that time of year again.

We recently received some back to school thoughts from one of our younger readers, 
Audrey Santosus, who will be starting 9th grade at Herricks High School this year.  
We think that, whether you are an older reader, or one who is getting ready to go back 
to school, you will find them to be useful and enjoyable.  We are hoping to hear more 
thoughts from Audrey, and from our other school age readers, as the year progresses.  If 
we do we will be happy to share them with you all.

the front and back cover of the binder, 
and then add a piece of chalkboard 
ribbon, conceal the “seams” with 
washi tape and then write your name/
subject with a chalk pen! It is hard to 
erase from the chalkboard ribbon, but 
it can be done with some water and 
a tissue! 

For the inside of your binders, you 
can take some nice scrapbook paper 
and glue it securely to the inside cov-
ers.

For marble notebooks, simply glue 
scrapbook paper to the front and back 
and then use a different pattern on the 
inside. I usually put duct tape or glue 

ribbon on the spine to make it look 
neat. Then make a label from scrap 
book paper and border the label with 
duct tape or ribbon. I think it’s also 
nice to write a quote on the inside, but 
that’s up to you.

Pencils can be wrapped in washi 
tape and you can also decorate paper 
clips to make them look cute. 

If you have a locker, you can make 
magnets by taking model magic, mold-
ing cool designs and gluing a magnet 
to the back. Make sure that the mag-
nets are strong enough to support the 
model magic design.

So now that you have some cool 
school supplies, you can feel confident 
that your school year is going to be 
great! Share these tips with some of 
your friends and maybe get together 
to decorate your supplies!  

Good luck and have a great school 
year!8 9
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Herricks Appoints Robert Neufeld As
Searingtown School Principal

Mineola Superintendent Michael Nagler
Named One of the Top 30 Digital Educators

Robert Neufeld has been appoint-
ed the new principal at Searingtown 
School.  

His career as an educator began as 
a social studies teacher in Long Island 
City and Lynbrook. He comes to Her-
ricks from the Sachem Central School 
District, where he worked in three ju-
nior high schools and four elementary 
schools from 1974 to 2017. He served 
as a social studies department chair and 
assistant principal before taking on re-
sponsibilities as principal in 1990. 

While in Sachem, Mr. Neufeld 
played a vital role in carrying out dis-
trict goals and established and main-
tained high standards.  He implement-
ed the Cornell Cooperative Home 
and School Program, mentored new 
administrators and founded and served 
as co-president of the Suffolk County 
Elementary Principals’ Association.

Mr. Neufeld earned his Bachelor 
of Science degree in education from 
Fordham University, Master of Sci-
ence degree in education from Queens 

College and Advanced Certificate in 
Educational Administration from Hof-
stra University. 

“We are proud to and pleased to 
welcome such a highly qualified ad-
ministrator to our team,” said Super-
intendent of Schools Dr. Fino Celano. 
“We look forward to an excellent 
school year and are certain that Mr. 
Neufeld will bring positive contribu-
tions and a smooth transition to Sear-
ingtown.”

Selling Lemonade for Texas
Troop 200 Food Drive Update

On September 3rd the East Williston Village Green was the place where some 
very thoughtful young people decided to do their part to help the victims of the 
disastrous Hurricane Harvey. 

Bella Wroblewski, Emma Lysohir, Raquel Benshabat, Avery Schriefer, Kara 
Shinder, Sadie Keys, Allison Belaks, and Casey Quinn decided to sell lemonade, 
and to donate the funds to a Go Fundme site which was set up to assist a dam-
aged school in the Rockport Fulton School District in Aransas County, Texas.  
Rockport took a direct hit from the storm, and the schools there were devastated.  

Residents were extremely generous, as the girls were able to raise $586.00.  

You can see them here, encouraging customers to help with the relief effort while 
enjoying a classic summer beverage.  (You can visit the site at https://www.go-
fundme.com/rockport-fulton-schools-hurricane to get a feel for how useful the 
girls’ contribution will be.)

The people of the Willistons always step up to help in times of need, and it is 
particularly encouraging to see the desire to help in such young people.  Con-
gratulations and thanks to them as well as to their parents for their encouragement 
and assistance.  

Superintendent of the Mineola 
Union Free School District Michael P. 
Nagler, Ed.D. has been chosen as one 
of the Top 30 Technologists, Trans-
formers and Trailblazers for 2017 by 
the Center for Digital Education. He 
has been chosen for this honor based 
on his efforts to transform learning 
through the innovative use of technol-
ogy. Dr. Nagler will be honored with 
the award at the Digital Education 
Leadership Conversation K-12 Event 
in November.

Since becoming superintendent in 
2009, Dr. Nagler has transformed the 
Mineola School District into a full 21st 
Century innovative learning environ-

ment. With its 1:1 iPad initiative and 
Apple Distinguished Schools, Dr. Na-
gler has also recently earned the Fred 
Podolski Leadership and Innovation in 
Technology Award. Most recently, the 
district completed a Fab Lab at both 
its high school and middle school, as 
well as added STEAM and makerspace 
designated areas in each of its build-
ings, K-12. 

“Our winners have shown an im-
mense amount of passion and courage 
as they take on education in an era 
that encompasses rapid changes. They 
have demonstrated a unique ability to 
use technology as a catalyst to trans-
form education at all levels and to have 

a positive impact on student success,” 
said Dr. Kecia Ray, executive director, 
Center for Digital Education. 

CDE is a national research and advi-
sory institute specializing in K-12 and 
higher education technology trends, 
policy and funding. It provides educa-
tion and industry leaders with decision 
support and actionable insights to help 
effectively incorporate new technolo-
gies in the 21st century.

The 2017 winners were selected 
based on their efforts to improve edu-
cation through effective implemen-
tation of technology-rich solutions; 
their impact on student outcomes; and 
their overall initiative, creativity and 
leadership skills. 

Photo courtesy of Mineola Union Free School District

Last month we reported on Wil-
lison Park’s Boy Scout Troop 200 in-
volvement with the St. Aidan’s Food 
Pantry.  Since then we have learned 
more about how impressive the boys’ 
efforts were, and we thought we would 
share that additional news with you.

Troop 200 typically tries to help 
stock the food pantry in the fall and 
winter. This year, realizing a dire need 
to keep the pantry stocked, the troop’s 
committee chair, Joanne Farrell, orga-
nized a mid-summer food drive. 

Coolers full of frozen foods and 
boxes of non-perishables were do-
nated. Joanne stated: “The boys did a 
great job and didn’t want it to end!” 
She added that “St. Aidan’s was very 
grateful because we have given them a 
big boost to their food pantry. We had 
such an awesome successful day on 
Saturday at our food drive. Our troop 
donated 400 pounds of non perishable 
items, 12 pounds of frozen veggies, 
12 pounds of frozen hamburgers, 50 
pounds of chicken cutlets, and cash.” 

All of the money that was raised 

was spent at Stop and Shop to buy 
additional food to support Stop and 
Shop and to thank the store for sup-
porting the Troop

Some of the boys who participated 
are new and younger Scouts from the 

Troop and this was their first phil-
anthropic event as Boy Scouts, after 
bridging into the Troop from three lo-
cal Cub Scout Packs. 

The boys who participated at the 
location were Thomas Farmer, Joe 

Farrell, James Cullen, James Santieni-
ello, Liam Daly, Thomas Daly, Andrew 
Vacciano, Joe Earley, Diego Mejia 
Manzano, John Villani, Aidan Levin, 
and Ian Kelly. 
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“Hears” To You: Could Better Hearing 
Help Your Memory?

By Carolyn M. Genna, AuD, FAAA 

Many people want to boost their memory, but few recognize the link between 
hearing and cognitive function.  If you want to help your memory and cognitive 
performance, you may want to get a hearing test and treat hearing loss, says the 

Better Hearing Institute (BHI) in response 
to a growing body of research that shows a 
link between unaddressed hearing loss and 
cognitive function.

According to Brandeis University Pro-
fessor of Neuroscience, Dr. Arthur Wing-
field, who has been studying cognitive ag-
ing and the relationship between memory 
and hearing acuity for many years, effortful 
listening due to unaddressed hearing loss is 
associated with increased stress and poorer 
performance on memory tests.

His research shows that even when peo-
ple with unaddressed hearing loss perceive 
the words that are being spoken, their abil-

ity to remember the information suffers—likely because of the draw on their 
cognitive resources that might otherwise be used to store what has been heard in 
memory. This is especially true for the comprehension of quick, informationally 
complex speech that is part of everyday life.

 “Even if you have just a mild hearing loss that is not being treated, cognitive 
load increases significantly,” Wingfield said. “You have to put in so much effort just 
to perceive and understand what is being said that you divert resources away from 
storing what you have heard into your memory.”

How Hearing Loss Affects Cognitive Function

Our ears and auditory system bring sound to the brain. But we actually “hear” 
with our brain, not with our ears.  According to Wingfield, unaddressed hearing 
loss not only affects the listener’s ability to perceive the sound accurately, but it also 
affects higher-level cognitive function. Specifically, it interferes with the listener’s 
ability to accurately process the auditory information and make sense of it.

In one study, Wingfield and his co-investigators found that older adults with 
mild to moderate hearing loss performed poorer on cognitive tests of memory 

than those of the same age who had good hearing.
In another study, Wingfield and colleagues at the University of Pennsylvania 

and Washington University in St. Louis used MRI to look at the effect that hear-
ing loss has on both brain activity and structure. The study found that people with 
poorer hearing had less gray matter in the auditory cortex, a region of the brain 
that is necessary to support speech comprehension.

Wingfield has suggested the possibility that the participant’s hearing loss had a 
causal role. He and his co-investigators hypothesize that when the sensory stimu-
lation is reduced due to hearing loss, corresponding areas of the brain reorganize 
their activity as a result.

“The sharpness of an individual’s hearing has cascading consequences for vari-
ous aspects of cognitive function,” said Wingfield. “We’re only just beginning to 
understand how far-reaching these consequences are.”

As people move through middle age and their later years, Wingfield suggested, 
it is reasonable for them to get their hearing tested annually. If there is a hearing 
loss, it is best to take it seriously and treat it.

 Hearing Loss And Dementia

A number of studies have come to light over the last few years showing a link 
between hearing loss and dementia.  Specifically, a pair of studies out of Johns 
Hopkins found that hearing loss is associated with accelerated cognitive decline 
in older adults and that seniors with hearing loss are significantly more likely to 
develop dementia over time than those who retain their hearing.

 A third Johns Hopkins study revealed a link between hearing loss and acceler-
ated brain tissue loss. The researchers found that for older adults with hearing loss, 
brain tissue loss happens faster than it does for those with normal hearing. 

Some experts believe that interventions, like hearing aids, could potentially 
delay or prevent dementia. 

 Staying Connected

A number of studies indicate that maintaining strong social connections and 
keeping mentally active as we age might lower the risk of cognitive decline and 
Alzheimer’s disease, according to the Alzheimer’s Association website.

Interestingly, BHI research shows that people with hearing difficulty who 
use hearing aids are more likely to have a strong support network of family and 
friends, feel engaged in life, and meet up with friends to socialize. They even say 
that using hearing aids has a positive effect on their relationships.

Expires 11/17/17
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FedEx Cup Visits Copperhill

The Northern Trust kicked off the 
2017 FedEx Cup Playoffs at nearby 
Glen Oaks Club in Old Westbury the 
week of August 21st. One of the high-
lights of the week was the FedEx Cup 
trophy attending a party at Copperhill 
hosted by Mo and Dick Kearns and 
CAA Sports.

Players attending included Rickie 
Fowler, Keegan Bradley, Jamie Love-
mark, Camilo Villegas and Jonas Blixt. 
Also attending were Jay Monahan, 
PGA TOUR Commissioner and Julie 
Tyson, Tournament Director of The 

Northern Trust. On Air personalities 
Todd Lewis from the Golf Channel 
and Jimmy Roberts from NBC Sports 
also enjoyed the party.

On Course, the SiriusXM PGA 
TOUR radio show hosted by Frank 
Darby and Brian Crowell, broadcast 
their weekly show from the restaurant 
interviewing several of the  guests.

“We always enjoy bringing our 
friends from the PGA TOUR together 
with our loyal Copperhill customers” 
said Dick Kearns. “No question that 
the FedEx Cup was the big hit of the 
evening!”

The event capped a great summer 
for Copperhill which Newsday has 
named as one of Long Island’s Top 10 
restaurants for Chef Gregory Kearns’ 
New American Cuisine.
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Herricks Names Elizabeth Guercin 
as Assistant Superintendent

The Herricks Public School Dis-
trict has appointed Elizabeth Guercin 
as the Assistant Superintendent for 
curriculum and instruction. Guer-
cin has been an educator in various 
settings and roles for nearly 25 years, 
most recently serving as the principal 
of Searingtown Elementary School, a 
position she has held for eight years.

“While I have been most proud 
of the strong academic curriculum 
at Searingtown and in Herricks, I 
have found it equally important to 
cultivate compassionate educators, 
empathic students and a community 
of individuals who take personal 
responsibility for themselves and 
others,” said Guercin. “I am fortunate 
to be in a district that espouses those 
same beliefs. These special attributes 

that couple academic rigor with 
compassionate education are uniquely 
‘Herricks’ and are what I believe 
make our students so successful. I am 
grateful for the confidence that the 

board of education has placed in me 
and look forward to serving the needs 
of all Herricks students.”

As principal of the Searingtown 
Elementary School Ms. Guercin 
has led districtwide committees to 
evaluate curricula and programs and 
worked closely with curriculum direc-
tors, department chairs, and central 
administration to support the district’s 
K-12 vision for alignment. In addition 
to her tenure as principal, she was a 
teacher for the gifted at the District 
Community Center and Searingtown 
School from 2000-05.

“Ms. Guercin has set a wonderful 
example as a strong, compassionate 
and communicative leader of students 
and staff at Searingtown School, in-
volving all stakeholders, including par-

ents, in the development of a shared 
vision for teaching and learning,” said 
Herricks Superintendent of Schools 
Dr. Fino Celano. “Her familiarity 
with Herricks will make for a smooth 
transition and I am proud to welcome 
her to the central administration 
team.” 

Prior to coming to Herricks, 
Guercin served as Assistant principal 
at North Shore Middle School in 
Glen Head and taught first, sixth and 
seventh grades and K-2 English as a 
Second Language in New York City.  
She holds a Bachelor of Arts from 
Columbia University, master’s de-
grees from both New York University 
and City College, and a professional 
diploma in educational administration 
from Queens College. 

Elizabeth Guercin, the new assistant 
superintendent for curriculum and 
instruction for Herricks Public Schools.
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By Mayor Paul Ehrbar

On July 22, 2017, former 
Mayor Roger J. Fay celebrated his 
100th Birthday, with family and 
friends at Sangria 71. As a tribute, 
on August 15th, at the Roger J. Fay 
Williston Park Pool, at the Annual 
Volunteer-Employee Appreciation 
Night, Roger was honored by over 
150 friends and family.  

While the event also recog-
nized our Village Volunteers and 
Employees, Roger was the man of 
the hour. Roger J. Fay was Mayor 
of Williston Park from 1960 until 
1968, while previously serving as 
Trustee. 

While Mayor, Roger oversaw 
the expansion of the Village Hall, 
the building of the Fire House, a 
major installation of a water main 
that runs from the water tower to 

William Street and of course the 
building of the pool and its com-
plex, which bears his name. Roger 
has been a member of the WPFD 
for over fifty years and a long term 
member of the American Legion. 
He also served in various capacities 
at Saint Aidans Church. 

The pool deck was set with 25 
tables, supplied by the WPFD and 
American Legion. The tables were 
covered with linen table cloths and 
looked spectacular with candles in 
glass containers shining brightly. 

Music throughout the evening 
was provided gratis by D J Steve 
Griffin. 

In attendance were four of the 
living Mayors, Charlie Kempton, 
Lud Odernia, Doreen Ehrbar, and 
yours truly. Former Mayor Joe 
Connelly was unable to attend but 
sent best wishes to Roger. 

Dignitaries in attendance in-
cluded North Hempstead Supervi-
sor Judi Bosworth, Assemblyman 
Ed Ra, Town Councilman Angelo 

Ferrera, former State Senator Jack 
Martins, East Williston Mayor 
Dave Tanner, and members of the 
Nassau County Village Association 
(Warren Tackenberg, Mayor Kre-
itzman, Mayor Kennedy, Trustee 
Becker). 

The NCVOA donated plant-
ings and a plaque honoring Roger.  
Village Deputy Mayor Kevin 
Rynne, Trustee Billy Carr (chefs 
for the night) and Trustee Mike 
Uttaro were present. Trustee Terry 
Thomann was unable to attend 
due to a family commitment sent 

best wishes to Roger. 
Frank Oliveri, President of the 

Williston Park Rotary Club spoke 
and noted that the Rotary Club 
will be planting a tree with plaque 
in the Village honoring Roger. 

Jack Afonso, representing the 
American Legion, had kind words 
for Roger. 

Williston Park Fire Department 
Chief Rich Sais spoke on behalf of 
the Department. 

Many Village groups were there 
to share in this momentous event. 
A barbeque of hamburgers and hot 
dogs was the menu of the night. 
The Pool staff did an excellent job 
of ensuring that the night went 
smoothly. The setting was fantastic 
and the food was great. An enjoy-
able evening was had by all, espe-
cially Roger and his family. 

It ended with a hearty rendition 
of Happy Birthday to Roger and a 
fantastic cake from Dolce Bakery. 

A special thanks to the com-
mittee, and to members Julie Kain, 
Doreen Ehrbar Kevin Rynne, Jack 
Afonso, and Rich Sais.

A Warm Tribute To 
Roger Fay

Frank Oliveri and Roger Fay

Councilman Angelo P. Ferrara and 
Roger Fay

Nassau County Clerk Maureen O’Connell  

June Haller, Mayor Ehrbar, Former Mayor 
Doreen Ehrbar
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East Williston Fire Department News

The Willistons are fortunate to be 
served by two dedicated and skillful 
Volunteer Fire Departments, and we 
at The Williston Post particularly enjoy 
sharing their activities with our read-
ers.

EWFD Firefighters Recognized

On Monday night, August 14, 
2017, Ex-Chief Nicholas Siciliano and 
Lieutenant Kevin O’Donnell were 
recognized by Senator Elaine Phillips 
for their dedication and service to the 
East Williston Fire Department during 
First Responders Recognition Night 
at Manhattan Lakeville Fire Depart-
ment Company #2.   Their biogra-
phies follow:

Ex-Chief Nicholas Siciliano: Nick 
joined the East Williston Fire Depart-
ment in November of 1969. He served 
as Chief of Department of the East 
Williston Fire Department from 1982 
through 1984.  He was a Village Fire 
Commissioner from 1990 through 
2005.  Nick has also represented the 
Department as President of the North 
Shore Fire Council, President of the 
8th Battalion Past Chiefs Association 
and as President of the Nassau County 
Firefighters’ Holy Name Society.  Pa-
rishioners of St. Aidan’s Church will 
recognize Nick as an Usher at the 5:00 
Mass on Saturday. Nick has been an 
active member of the East Williston 
Fire Department for 48 years.

Lieutenant Kevin O’Donnell: Kevin 
joined the East Williston Fire Depart-
ment in March 2009 and was chosen 
to be East Williston’s Firefighter of the 
year for 2016, for his dedicated service 
and devotion to the East Williston F.D. 
and to our community. Kevin has been 
an active member of the East Williston 
Fire Department for eight years.

Nassau County Fire Academy

Earlier this summer the Depart-
ment took part in a multi-week se-
ries of training exercises at the Nassau 
County Fire Academy.  On succes-
sive Thursday evenings the members 
trained under grueling conditions 
that are as close to the reality of actual 
working fires as it is possible to recre-

ate.  The Department takes advantage 
of as many openings at the Academy as 
possible every year, in order to provide 

the highest level of service possible to 
our Community.  The accompanying 
photos should give you an idea about 
the rigors of the course, and the level 
of proficiency that it develops in our 
volunteer firefighters.

We have been asked to remind our 
readers that our Volunteer Fire Depart-
ments can only function when mem-
bers of the Community step up and 
join.  Service as a volunteer firefighter 
is one of the most satisfying types of 
public service that a resident can en-
gage in.  If you would like to take part, 
we urge you to go to your local fire-
house, or ask a neighbor who is also a 
volunteer firefighter, for details about 
how to join.  You will be very glad that 
you did.
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Enjoy the Vegetable Harvest

If you planted a vegetable garden 
this year, you should be enjoying the 
harvest – tomatoes, cucumbers, squash 
and more. 

Susan Cassidy told us about an easy 
recipe she makes from a gourd called 
cucuzza.  Cucuzza squash may not 

be familiar to everyone. It can grow 
anywhere from fifteen inches to three 
feet in length. Its shape can be long 
and straight or can have a slight cur-
vature. Its pale green skin is thin but 
is not edible and should be peeled to 
yield a creamy white flesh which has a 

slightly nutty, rich squash flavor with a 
relatively firm texture similar to that of 
cucumber or zucchini.

Susan suggested that an easy way to 
enjoy the cucuzza is to peel it, cut it up 
and sauté it with olive oil, onions, gar-
lic and salt and pepper to taste. Once 

it is sautéed, take a little tomato sauce 
and mix it together with the squash, 
add pasta and a little more sauce on 
top. Add a scoop of ricotta on top and 
enjoy! 
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First Day of School
Casey and Dylan Shannon off to Willets Road School for the first day of the 

2017-2018 school year.

Tzu Chi Provides Hurricane Harvey 
Disaster Relief

The members of the Williston Park Rotary Club were visited by Ms .Lillian 
Kuo, Executive Director of the Northeast Regional Office of the Tzu Chi Foun-
dation to discuss the Foundation’s relief efforts in Texas.  

Ms. Kuo explained that Tzu Chi upholds the view that we are all one family.  
Since the people of Texas are in dire need of aid after Hurricane Harvey, Tzu Chi 
is facilitating recovery with love and care in the aftermath. Tzu Chi’s commitment 
to a relief project such as this is not limited by time, as evidenced by the fact that 
the Foundation is still providing assistance to victims of the 2012 Hurricane Sandy 
disaster.  Their work continues until everything that can be done has been done.

The Foundation’s relief work started in Texas just as soon as it was possible for 
aid workers to get to the scene.  Volunteers began a nationwide fundraising pro-
gram for Texas hurricane relief on September 2.  Contributions can be made to 
the nationwide program in several ways:
 Fundraising Hotline: 1-888-9 TzuChi (888-989-8244). 
 Online Donations:  222.tzuchi.us. 
 Mobile Donations: Text Harvey Recovery to 91999. 
 Check Donations: Buddhist Tzu Chi Foundation 

Locally, contributions can be made by mail, or by delivery to the Tzu Chi 
Foundation (Long Island Branch) located at 60 East Williston Ave., East Williston, 
New York, 11596.

The East Williston Branch can be reached by telephone at 516-873-6888.
Ms. Kuo pointed out that 100% of the money raised by Tzu Chi for disaster 

relief goes to the people who are actually in need.  The Tzu Chi members will pay 
their own way to Texas to help.  Ms. Kuo concluded by saying that volunteers in 
Long Island embrace the truth that love has no boundaries. 
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Boy Scout Troop 200 Summer Camp

A large contingent of Scouts from 
Boy Scout Troop 200 enjoyed a week 
of summer camp at Rotary Scout 
Reservation in Averill Park, New York.   

Some of the young Scouts prac-
ticed their whittling skills indicating 
that they have earned their Totin’ Chip 
card, which allows them to use a short 
knife after passing a safety handling 
course. 

Other Scouts worked on merit 
badges and the most senior Scouts, 
some already Eagles, participated in 
the COPE program, which teaches 
team building and leadership skills. 

The Scouts were joined by some 
parents at mid-week for a pig roast, 
which was enjoyed by all. 

As readers of The Williston Post 
know, we genuinely enjoy re-
porting about the activities of 
our very active Boy Scout, Girl 
Scout, Cub Scout and Brown-
ie Troops, and the Willistons 
are fortunate to have both the 
Troops and the adult leadership 
which makes Scouting at all lev-
els possible.  As a community we 
owe our thanks to these volun-
teers who are so very generous 
with their time and talent.  We 
look forward to reporting on 
the activities of all of our Scouts 
during the 2017-2018 year.

Troop 200 has grown considerably 
over the past several years and includes 
Scouts from Williston Park, East Wil-
liston, Mineola, Albertson, the Roslyns, 
and other towns. 

The Troop has some great adven-
tures planned for their new Scout year 
beginning in September. 

The Troop meets on Monday nights 
at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Wil-
liston Park and welcomes new Scouts. 

There’s something in Scouting 
for everyone! If you have questions 
or might be interested, reach out to 
Scoutmaster Bob Earley in Williston 
Park or Senior Patrol Leader Kevin 
Parente, Jr. in East Williston. 
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FOR OUR CORPORATE CLIENTS, 
THIS IS A REMINDER TO SEND US 

ALL 2016 BANK STATEMENTS 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE

September in the Garden
You are likely still harvesting some 

treats from your vegetable garden and 
enjoying the color of your annuals and 
perennials, payoff for your hard work 
throughout the spring and summer. 
But it is important to remember that 
September is the time to begin plan-
ning for your spring garden. 

Here are a few gardening tips to 
make the most of this year’s garden and 
prepare for the winter and spring. 

Now is the time to take stock of 
your perennial garden and to order 
bulbs if it needs an upgrade. Tulip, daf-
fodil, crocus, and hyacinth bulbs can be 
planted later this month, provided the 
soil temperature is cool (less than 60 
degrees). 

It is also time to consider moving 
perennials that have outgrown their 
spot in the garden or dividing bulbs 

like irises that may need a bit of TLC 
to have more blooms next year.

As your annuals begin to fade, con-
sider planting a few hardier plants for 
color like ornamental cabbage and 

kale and fall flowering chrysanthe-
mums. Though they are often hard to 
find, there are perennial chrysanthe-
mums that will brighten your garden 
for years.

And finally, don’t forget to keep 
after the weeds and garden insects. 
Keeping your garden clear of weeds in 
the fall will ease the spring gardening 
chores. 
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John H. Geager, DDS
Providing all phases of general

and family dentistry
in Williston Park since 1983

653 Willis Ave, Williston Park, NY
516-248-2116

Evening and Saturday appointments 
are available.

    

   
    

      

           
      

  

 

         
     

     

  
   

  
           

  
    

  
    

           

Mineola High School 
Participates in Girls Who Code 

Program

First Trip 
to Yankee Stadium

The Mineola Union Free 
School District congratulates 
Abbey Ahamed who represent-
ed Mineola High School this 
summer as a participant in the 
Girls Who Code Summer Im-
mersion Program. 

She had the opportunity 
to meet Reshma Saujani, the 
founder and CEO of Girls Who 
Code, a national nonprofit or-
ganization working to close the 
gender gap in technology. 

Girls Who Code is leading 
the movement to inspire, edu-
cate and equip young women 
with the computing skills to 
pursue 21st century opportuni-
ties.

Abbey Ahamed (left) is pictured with Reshma 
Saujani, the founder and CEO of Girls Who Code.

Photo courtesy of Mineola Union Free School District

Yankee fan and proud dad, Sean Dunn sent this photo of Reagan, Alex, and 
Dylan Dunn in their Aaron Judge tees and wigs waiting for Dylan’s first Yankee 
Stadium game on August 27th. 
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THE AUXILIARY OF THE CLARK BOTANIC GARDEN 

                       INVITES YOU TO THE 

     AUTUMN “SIP AND STROLL” 

  
 Saturday, September 23, 2017        4:00 – 6:00 PM           

            Clark Botanic Garden’s Clark House and Patio 
Garden Members $30     Non-Members $35 

Evening includes wine tasting, light refreshments, live music, basket of 
cheer raffle, gift shop, and a twilight garden tour! 

Reserve your space by September 16 
Complete the form below. Detach and mail with your check, payable to Clark Botanic 
Garden Auxiliary to Jean Weissman, 36 Landau Ave, Floral Park, NY 11001.  
   

Name of member(s)_______________________________________________________ 

Address_________________________________________________________________ 

email___________________________Telephone_______________________________ 

Name of Non-member (s)__________________________________________________ 

Check amount $________________       # of people attending_________________ 

 

The Herricks Public School Dis-
trict is proud to announce that Her-
ricks High School teacher Doug 
Kramer is the recipient of the 2017 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation Teaching 
Champion Award presented by the 
Council for Economic Education.  
Kramer will be honored at the coun-
cil’s 2017 Visionary Awards Ceremony 
held at The Plaza Hotel in New York 
City on Oct. 25, alongside a profes-
sor of economics from Harvard Uni-
versity, the CEO of PayPal and other 
prestigious award recipients. 

As a Teaching Champion, Kramer 
will receive a monetary award while an 
additional $2,500 will be awarded to 
Herricks High School to support eco-
nomics and finance education. Kramer 
will also receive a scholarship to at-
tend the council’s 56th annual Finan-
cial Literacy and Economic Education 

Conference on Oct. 6-7 at the New 
York Marriott in Brooklyn. The con-
ference provides access to more than 
100 workshops that cover strategies for 
educators to integrate personal finance 
and economics into their classes while 
also providing networking opportuni-
ties for teachers to share techniques on 
K-12 economic and financial literacy 
instruction.

In a letter sent to Herricks High 
School Principal Dr. James Ruck, 
the Council for Economic Educa-
tion called Kramer “an extraordinarily 
dedicated educator” and noted that the 
award committee was particularly im-
pressed with his dedication to the di-
versity of his students and his efforts 
to expand his own skills through his 
participation in various conferences.

“Mr. Kramer is an outstanding edu-
cator who continues to find ways to 

make finance enjoyable and rewarding 
for his students,” said Herricks Super-
intendent of Schools Dr. Fino Celano. 
“When teachers extend their own 
learning for the benefit of their stu-
dents it enhances the learning experi-
ence for all. The recognition also serves 
as a source of pride for the high school 

and all of the students who Mr. Kram-
er has worked with through the years. 
On behalf of the central administration 
and board of education, I congratulate 
him on this very special honor.”

This spring, Kramer and Herricks 
High School teacher Melissa Jacobs 
led a team of students to fifth place in 
the Euro Challenge semifinal round, 
held at the Federal Reserve Bank in 
New York City. Three students from 
the Herricks team were among only 
a handful from Long Island to advance 
as finalists in the tournament’s history.

Named after industrialist and for-
mer General Motors CEO Alfred 
Pritchard Sloan Jr., the Alfred P. Sloan 
Foundation is a not-for-profit institu-
tion that funds research and education 
in science, technology, engineering, 
mathematics and economics.

Photo courtesy of Herricks Public Schools

Herricks High School Teacher a “Teaching Champion”
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SPRING INTO ACTION!
Join our program and Move better in your first session...Guaranteed!

New Client Program Intro - 2 sessions for $59
Walk in or call 516.385.5454  to Start Today

314 Hillside Avenue, Williston Park NY 11596

North Hempstead Announces 
Autumn Treat Event at Harbor Links

Featuring Famous Composer and Great Neck’s own Jimmy Roberts 

North Hempstead Town Supervisor Judi Bosworth and the Town Board are 
pleased to announce the return of a favorite fall event, Autumn Treat.  Autumn 
Treat will take place Wednesday, October 25 at 7:30 p.m. at the Harbor Links 
Clubhouse located at 1 Fairway Drive in Port Washington. This year’s theme is 
“Broadway Cabaret” featuring composer Jimmy Roberts and friends. 

Mr. Roberts is a composer, pianist and entertainer and is best known for his 
musical scores including I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now Change and The Thing 
about Men. For Autumn Treat, Mr. Roberts will be joined by a talented vocalist 

and musician for a truly engaging evening.
 Following the performance there will be an assortment of delicious desserts. 

All attendees will be treated to a large array of cookies, cakes, ice cream, coffees, 
teas, apple cider and more savory items that are sure to satisfy any sweet tooth.  A 
cash bar will also be available.

Tickets are $15. Please make checks payable to Harbor Links and mail to Au-
tumn Treat, North Hempstead Parks and Recreation, 1801 Evergreen Avenue, 
New Hyde Park, NY 11040.  For more information on this event, please call 311 
or visit www.northhempsteadny.gov. 

Williston Park Building 
Department Advisory

Conserving Water Indoors  Recently we provided you with tips on conserv-
ing water outdoors. Now, we would like to share some tips on simple ways to 
conserve water indoors. Saving water is good for the environment and it can 
save you money.

First Things First; Check and Fix Leaks  Small household leaks can add 
up to gallons of water lost every day. Not fixing a leaky toilet or faucet is like 
throwing money down the drain. Check your plumbing fixtures and irrigation 
systems periodically for leaks, and when you find any, fix them.

How To Check For Toilet Leaks  Leaky toilets can easily go unnoticed. 
Here’s a simple way to check if your toilet is leaking: Remove the lid from the 
toilet tank, and drop a small amount of food coloring into the tank.  Wait 10-20 
minutes--if food coloring appears in the bowl, repairs may need to be made or 
the flapper valve adjusted. If you hear water running, it may mean that water is 
running over the overflow tube in the tank. This should be fixed as quickly as 
possible.

In The Bathroom  Install water saving shower heads and shorten your shower 
time to five minutes. Turn off the water while shaving or brushing your teeth.

In The Kitchen  Rinse produce in a basin instead of under running water.
Run only full loads in you dishwater. Before washing dishes by hand or in the 
dish washer, scrape them; don’t rinse first. Keep a pitcher of drinking water in 
the fridge instead of letting the tap run until the water is cool.

In The Laundry Room Wash only full loads of laundry or use the appropri-
ate load size selection. Look for appliances with load size adjustments. They 
are more water and energy efficient then older appliances. Energy Star™ rated 
washers use less water and less energy per load. This saves you money on both 
your water and energy bills.

The Williston Post thanks the Williston Park Building Department for this help-
ful checklist of energy, water, and money saving tips.  It goes without saying that 
wherever you live, these suggestions will prove to be invaluable, and should be 
heeded.

Vacation Photo

Jacqueline Uttaro, 12 years old and a student in the eighth grade at St Aidan 
School, took this photo of a beautiful Florida sunset while waiting for the resort 
boat to leave Walt Disney World’s Fort Wilderness Camp Ground to go the Magic 
Kingdom. The sunset is only part of a wonderful vacation which she spent with 
her family.
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Main              Street

Long Island Smile

We can do crowns in one visit with our 
Cerec Machine. Our new Solea Laser 
replaces the drill and anesthesia is not 

necessary for many procedures. 

101 Hillside Avenue, Suite A, 
Williston Park 
516-741-6202

info@longislandsmile.com

Williston Park Florist

Great Service, Great Prices, Friendly 
Atmosphere and Unique Designs

54 Hillside Avenue, Williston Park
516-747-5500

roslynflorist43@verizon.net

D&M Tax Reduction Services, Inc.

NY State Certified Assessor/Appraiser
Certified Paralegal

516-418-3939
mary@dmtaxreductions.com

Ceriello Fine Foods

Prime Beef, Homemade Sausage & 
Mozzarella, Cooked Meats with a 

Catering Service, Serving the Williston’s 
for nearly 40 years.

541 Willis Avenue, Williston Park
516-747-0277

info@ceriellofinefoods.com

Wing Wong 2

The owner of the Williston Post 
says it’s the best Chinese food 

he has ever tasted.

344 Willis Avenue, Williston Park
516-248-6688

The Paint Place

We’re here for all your painting needs. 
We specialize in custom color matching 
and excellent expedited service. Serving  

the Williston’s for over 20 years.

263 Hillside Avenue, Williston Park
516-746-4515

thepaintplace@aol.com

State Farm - Williston Park

We protect and support Williston Park 
families for over forty years.

174 Hillside Avenue, Williston Park
516-741-7577

john@mastersonagency.com

Audiological Consulting, P.C.

Complimentary Hearing Screening & 
Consultation - a $125. Value

Offer Expires 2/28/17

99 Hillside Avenue, Suite 99H, 
Williston Park
516-873-9742

heardoc40@verizon.net

Morris Chimon D.D.S.

Smile! You’re in good hands!

810 Willis Avenue
Albertson, NY 11507

516-877-2737
albertsonsmiles.com

Piccolo’s Ristorante

Family owned and operated Northern 
Italian restaurant specializing in 

homemade ravioli (12 different varieties) 
and their irresistible chicken zingarella.

150 East Jericho Turnpike
Mineola

516-248-8110
www.piccolosny.com



By Victor LaGinestra, D.V.M. 

The tearing of the Cranial Cruciate Ligament (CCL) in the dog’s knee is one 
of the most common orthopedic problems that we see.   The CCL is attached 
to the rear part of the femur and then attaches to the front part of the tibia. It 

prevents the tibia from moving forward. There is 
also a meniscus between the bones that acts as a 
cushion. When it is ruptured, and the dog bears 
weight on the leg, the femur slides backwards 
over the tibia and scrapes the inside of the joint. 
This causes damage to the cartilage and to the 
meniscus which leads to severe chronic osteoar-
thritis.

The CCL can rupture in a normal healthy dog 
by a traumatic incident such as slipping on ice, getting the leg caught in some-
thing and trying to pull it out, making a sudden turn or fall, or getting hit by a 
car. Many times it will occur due to a gradual weakening of the ligament due to 
obesity, age related degeneration, or anatomical abnormalities such as a luxating 
patella (knee     
caps that pop in and out of the groove cut into the front of the femur). If there is 
an acute tear of the CCL, there is a sudden non-weight bearing lameness of the 
affected leg. In chronic situations, there are milder 
episodes of lameness prior to the complete rupture of the ligament.

The diagnosis of a ruptured CCL is getting a positive “drawer sign”. This is 
performed by pushing the tibia back and forth under the femur. If the CCL 
is intact, then you will not be able to get this motion. Sometimes the dog will 
need to be sedated in order to see this abnormal motion. Radiographs will also 
help to diagnose this condition.

The treatment for a ruptured CCL is usually surgical, and there are two types 
of surgery. The first involves removing the torn CCL from inside the joint, and 
then making a new ligament from synthetic suture material or from the animal’s 
own fibrous tissue. This is called an extracapsular repair. The second surgery in-

The Williston Post, September 2017

28

CHRISTOPHER J. JOYCE, LIC. MGR.
ROBERT G. WOLF, DIRECTOR

Caring for Our Pets

volves cutting the tibia, moving it to change the conformation of the joint, then 
reattaching it with screw and plates. In some instances, medical treatment is used. 

This involves 
mild controlled 
exercise along 
with non-steroi-
dal anti-inflam-
matory medica-
tions to reduce 
inflammation 
and pain. Medi-
cal treatment is 
sometimes used 

in older animals, and animals who have medical conditions which can affect the 
anesthesia and surgical procedure or healing. Financial limitations will also influ-
ence the choice between medical 
and surgical treatments. Surgical 
treatment usually costs between 
two thousand and four thousand 
dollars.

Most dogs will do well after the surgi-
cal procedure and are about 80% back to 
normal. Unfortunately, 60% of dogs 
who rupture one CCL will rupture 
the other leg’s CCL within two years. Some of the leading causes of CCL tears 
are obesity, breed predisposition, and possibly neutering the dog prior to one 
year of age. Some breeds that are predisposed to CCL tears are Labrador Re-
trievers, Golden Retrievers, German Shepherds and Rottweilers.

The Most Common Orthopedic Injury in Dogs: 
Rupture of the CCL

Dr. LaGinestra operates the Animal Hospital of Roslyn at 212 Mineola Avenue, 
Suite # 3, in Roslyn Heights.  He can be reached at 516-331-0861.  
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East Williston Women’s Softball

If you were out for a stroll in East 
Williston on any Tuesday evening dur-
ing the months of July and August, you 
may have heard the words “Play Ball!” 
You would have seen more than 60 
East Williston women playing softball.

East Williston women who are 
looking to be active, social or both 
during the summer months should 

consider playing ball with the Wom-
en of East Williston Softball League 
next summer. Participants in this year’s 
League ranged from those who had 
never played before, beginners to ex-
perienced softball players. 

Marisa Reichman and Tracy Spara-
cia had been discussing the idea of a 
women’s softball league for many years 

and the demand was high. They were 
able to set up four teams for the initial 
season of the East Williston Women’s 
Softball League, Inc. Teams were me-
ticulously organized so that all four 
teams were evenly matched. 

If you are interested in playing 
on the East Williston Women’s Soft-
ball League during the 2018 summer 

season, and live within the East Wil-
liston School District, you are eligible 
to play.  Keep your eyes out for emails 
and postings beginning next spring 
or if you’d like contact the League by 
email at eastwillistonwomenssoftball@
gmail.com.Normal CCL Ruptured CCL
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The Zaids’ “MLB Tour 2017”

By Adam Zaid

Thirteen days, 2843 miles, six 
major league baseball stadiums (and 
games), Niagara Falls, the Baseball 
Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, and a 
Carmelite monastery were the high-
lights of the “MLB Tour 2017” that my 
12-year-old son, Thomas, and I took 
this summer.  It is our hope to see all 
of the stadiums used for major league 
play.

After visiting friends who are Dis-
calced Carmelite Nuns at the Carmel 
of St. Thérèse in Altoona, Pennsylva-
nia, our first baseball stop was beau-
tiful Comerica Park, Detroit, with its 
amazing statue of the Georgia Peach, 
Ty Cobb. Detroit pounded Houston 
13-4, a score which included a Justin 
Upton grand slam. 

Our next stop was Chicago, where 
we had a blast with family, and went 
to Wrigley Field. The 2nd oldest MLB 
ballpark is in the middle of Chicago 
and is steeped in tradition. The steps 
are really steep there, too - be ready 
to climb. Their pitcher, Jon Lester, 
notched career strikeout 2000 AND 
hit a homer that night. Chicago scored 
the most runs that night since 2009, 
winning 16-4. 

Cincinnati had brownstones and 
ivy and riverboats. We felt more like 
we were in the South given the way 
the city looks and its hospitality. We 
parked in a lot four blocks from Great 
American Ballpark for $5 and, while 
we enjoyed the game, the stadium it-
self was also a major part of the show.  

For example, huge flames shoot out of 
towers in centerfield when Cincinnati 
pitchers strike out opposing batters. 
You can feel the heat. 

From Cincinatti, it was an easy 3 
1/2 hour trip to Cleveland, where we 
saw the Yankees take on the Tribe at 
Progressive Field. There was a long line 
to get in when the gates opened to see 
the Yankees take batting practice. This 

season everyone, everywhere, want-
ed to see Aaron “All Rise” Judge. We 
were way up in the left field bleachers, 
where we were joined by many Yankee 
fans on a Saturday night. The Yankee 
fans with our “let’s go Yankees” chant 
drowned out their Tom-Tom guy. 
(Yes, our Yankees won 2-1, on a Chase 
Headley homer.)

After Cleveland we drove to Buf-

falo where we rode the “Maid of the 
Mist” under Niagara Falls a powerful, 
majestic, and very wet place. After-
wards we went to Frank and Teressa’s 
Anchor Bar for a helping of the Origi-
nal Buffalo Chicken Wings. 

Toronto is only about 2 hours from 
Buffalo and crossing the border in the 
middle of a weekday morning was 
fast. Using credit card bonus points we 
stayed for free at the hotel that is part 
of Rogers Centre. While it would have 
been cool to have one of the rooms 
looking out on the field, we were hap-
py enough to walk downstairs to see 
the game--another Yankee game, but 
our boys in pinstripes didn’t do so well 
that night. Even worse, the Blue Jays 
play a video in between innings claim-
ing baseball to have been invented in...
Canada!

The best part of the trip was the 
opportunity I had of doing it with 
Thomas.  The six stadiums we saw this 
summer brought our total to 14 so far. 
Only 17 more to go. 
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East Williston 
Library News

The start of the school year is also the beginning of a new year of library 
programs for children at the East Williston Public Library.

The fall/winter program, Toddler Story Time with Miss Dee, for children 18 
months to 3 years will be held every Friday from 11:30 to 12:00 p.m.  Interested 
parents can sign up at the Library.  Space is limited, and priority is given to East 
Williston residents. 

Thanks for a Great Season at the Pool
The Roger Fay Williston Park 

Pool has always been a place where 
happy times and happy memories are 
in great supply, and the 2017 season 
was no exception.  

The Pool would not be the place 
it is without the hard work of the 
many young people who staff and 
manage the Pool, and on behalf of 
the many families who cooled off, 
splashed and simply had a great time, 
The Williston Post offers a sincere 
thank you to the management and 
staff of the Pool.

Left to right, Head Lifeguard Ryan 
Orlando, Assistant Pool Manager Marilyn 
Shuell and Pool Manager Jack Sommese. 
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