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Samaritan’s Purse
By Susan Woodward

It’s been three months since we 
sent off our shoe boxes to Samaritans’ 
North Carolina distribution center for 
Operation Christmas Child operated 
by a wonderful organization called Sa-
maritan’s Purse.  

We have been told that the chil-
dren should be getting their “Christ-
mas shoe boxes” right around now, and 
it gives me such a feeling of happiness 
that we are touching the lives of a child 
simply by filling a shoebox with a box 
of crayons, a Barbie doll, a soccer ball, 
a small item that can mean so much.

Operation Christmas Child is a 
project of the international relief pro-
gram run by Samaritan’s  Purse. 

Their mission is to provide local 
partners around the world with shoe-
boxes filled with small toys, hygiene 
items, and school supplies as a means of 
reaching out to children in their own 
communities with the Good News of 
Jesus Christ. We ship these simple gifts 
outside the United States to children 
affected by war, poverty, natural disas-
ter, famine and disease.   

This year over 11 million shoebox-
es were distributed! 

I have been hosting an annual shoe 
box party for the past three years with 
friends and family.  Prior to that, my 
daughters’ religion class participated 
every year – it was one of their favor-
ite memories of religion class.  

Every shoebox gift delivered by 
Operation Christmas Child is a tangi-

Wings of Winthrop Mother-Daughter Brunch

The members of the Wings of 
Winthrop University Hospital enjoyed 
an enchanted afternoon at The Inn at 
New Hyde Park on March 5th.  

The occasion was the Wings of 
Winthrop’s Annual Mother-Daughter 
Brunch, which is a highly anticipat-
ed tradition that brings generations of 
women together to relax and enjoy an 
afternoon with friends and family.  

The Wings Co-Chair and now 
president of the Winthrop University 
Hospital Auxiliary, Karen Wiley, or-
ganized a fabulous day of brunching, 
shopping, wonderful  raffles, and the 
ever popular “Photographer to the 
Stars” Anthony from High Voltage 
Entertainment.  Mothers, daughters, 
grandmothers, cousins, friends, and 
neighbors have long supported this 
event, which allows the Wings to raise 
money for our own community hos-
pital. 

We will soon be getting our Com-
mittee together to start preparing for 
next year’s brunch which will be on 
Sunday, March 4th.  If you would like 
to help you will be more than wel-
come.  

For information on this event, or 
on ways that you can get involved with 
the event and with the Wings, please 
email nancyzolezzi13@gmail.com or 
karen@wordpwr.com.

ble expression of God’s amazing love.  
Children do not have to do or say any-

thing to receive their gifts.  
One of the core values espoused by 

Samaritan’s Purse is to never be ma-
nipulative. They work in and through 
local volunteers in each country who 
understand their context and are re-
spectful to the people they serve.  

In some regions, we are not per-
mitted to distribute literature, but we 
are still grateful for the opportunity 
to bless the children with gift-boxes 
carefully prepared by people who love 
children.

It’s never too late to send your own 
shoeboxes. Shoebox gifts are accepted 
at the Samaritan’s Purse  headquarters 
year-round, and can be mailed to Sa-
maritan’s Purse, 801 Bamboo Road, 
Boone, NC, 28607.  

It’s quite easy to put together the 
contents of your shoe box.  Simply 
leave a large shopping bag in your 
closet and, anytime you are in a dollar 
store or Target and see a small gift item 
just throw it in your cart.  

It’s amazing throughout the year, 
how much “stuff ” we take for granted 
can accumulate.  I’ve started my col-
lection for next year already, and you 
can too.  

For more information on Opera-
tion Christmas Child, check out You-
tube for some inspirational stores or 
visit their website at  https://www.
samaritanspurse.org/operation-christ-
mas-child.

This issue of The Williston Post is dedicated in loving memory to Dorothy Oliveri.



Herricks Musicians Take Honors 
At Berklee Jazz Festival

A total of 33 Herricks High 
School students attended the Berklee 
Jazz Festival, where they achieved ex-
cellent results for their performances 
under the direction of teachers Geoff 
Taylor and James Ludwig. Senior 
Adam Cordero was named Superior 
Overall Musician, and the Jazz Com-
bo, Jazz Choir and Jazz Ensemble 
groups all placed within the top ten in 
their classes. 

Adam was selected for the Superi-
or Overall Musician title out of more 
than 300 outstanding jazz musicians 
from the entire east coast. A high-
ly talented and dedicated student, he 
plays the clarinet, bassoon and the 
saxophone and has earned numerous 
awards and distinctions. Earlier this 

school year, Adam was selected to the 
National Association for Music Edu-
cation’s Eastern Division Honors Fes-
tival, Music for All National Festival’s 
Honor Orchestra of America and the 
New York State School Music Associ-
ation’s All-State Festival. He was also 
recognized as a Scholar Artist by the 
Long Island Arts Alliance for music. 

The Jazz Combo students placed 
fourth its category, the Jazz Choir 
earned ninth-place for their presenta-
tions and the Herricks Jazz Ensemble 
achieved 10th-place for their perfor-
mance. Additionally, Adam Cordero, 
James Chun, Julia Everitt, Julia Feld-
man, Michael Paciullo, Sean Park, Jon 
Sanelli, Kyla Surajbaliylor and Luna 
Tomaszewski performed solos at the 
festival.
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Herricks High School Students Excel in
Academics, Performing Arts, Literature and Sports

Seven Herricks HS students 
named National Merit Finalists

All seven Herricks High School se-
niors who were recognized as National 
Merit Semifinalists this past fall have 
advanced to earn Finalist titles in the 
62nd annual National Merit Scholar-

ship Program. This distinction, present-
ed by the National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation, honors students for their 
academic success. 

Alan Chen, Nora Koe, Jake Lei, Ni-
har Shah, Natalie Tan, Nita Wong and 
Kelly Yu earned the semifinalist rec-
ognition based on their Preliminary 
SAT scores out of more than one mil-
lion students who take the PSAT each 
year. They are among approximately 
16,000 students who then moved on 
to be named Finalists by meeting high 
academic standards and other rigorous 
requirements. 

The Herricks Finalists are all in-
volved in a variety of programs and 
opportunities in and outside of school. 

Alan participates in National Hon-
or Society, Science Olympiads, Math-
letes and Science Research and is a 
national finalist for History Day. Nora 
is co-president and co-founder of the 
Girls in STEM club, co-captain of the 
girls varsity swim team, plays the violin 
in Chamber Orchestra and is a Nation-
al Honor Society participant. Nihar 
serves as DECA competition vice pres-
ident, is a Siemens Competition semi-
finalist and a Dance Theatre Club and 
National Honor Society participant. 

Natalie is co-president of the Tri-M 
Music Honor Society and is also a 

Siemens Competition semifinalist 
as well as a National Honor Society 
member. Nita is involved in Nation-
al Honor Society, plays the piano and 
teaches Chinese school. Kelly serves 
as co-president of the Asian American 
Culture Club, participates in National 

Honor Society and was selected to the 
All-National Symphony Orchestra for 
violin. 

Three Scholastic Art and 
Writing Winners

Three students from Herricks High 
School’s English Scholars Program 
have earned Scholastic Art and Writ-
ing Awards. 

This program is presented by the 

Alliance for Young Artists and Writers 
and recognizes teens’ creative works of 
writing and visual art. 

Senior Arwa Ali achieved a Gold 
Key Award for her poem, “Let’s take a 
step back.” The Gold Key is the high-
est level of regional honor, and works 
that are distinguished at this level are 
judged by leaders in the creative indus-
try with the potential to earn National 
Medals. 

Ninth-grader Aroob Jalil received a 
Silver Key Award for her poem, “The 
Monsters Among Us.” Kathryn Richie, 
also a ninth-grader, won a Silver Key 
for her short story, “Frequent Flyer.”

Wrestling Team Members 
Take All-County 

And All-Conference Titles

Ben Chase, a member of the Her-
ricks High School Wrestling Team has 
earned an All County title, and eleven 
wrestling team members have achieved 
All Conference titles at a competition 
held at Hofstra University. 

The team competes under the 
guidance of Coach Eric Goldberg. 

Congratulations to All-County 
wrestler Ben Chase, and All-Confer-
ence athletes Danny Boryskowsky, 
Francisco Cabrera, Ben Chase, Michael 
Chase, Liem Deering, Kyle Eng, Luke 
Esposito, Cole LaRock, Brendan Mc-
Cauley, Kailen McCauley and Ryan 
Slattery for an excellent season. 

Photos courtesy of Herricks Public Schools

Rotary Club of Williston Park Holds 
First Annual Winter Snow Ball Fund Raiser

On a cold winter February night it’s tempting to cuddle up in a warm room 
with a nice book.  However, it can be much more enjoyable, and rewarding, to 
brave the cold and go out with friends to a great restaurant to raise money and 
give support to organizations that help those less fortunate, who might not have 
a room, or a book.  

On Wednesday February 15th, the members of the Rotary Club of Williston 
Park got together at Piccolo’s Ristorante Italiano in Mineola at 150 East Jericho 
Turnpike to enjoy a fantastic meal and impeccable service by the members of the 
Franceschini Family, Robert Sr, Robert Jr. and James and to raise money, which 
will provide continued support to numerous programs, including Winthrop Uni-
versity Cancer Care Center for Kids.

Mr. Raymond Haller, President of the Club gave “Gold Plated Shovels” to  
the ladies of the Clark Botanic Garden Auxiliary for their support for the Rotary 
Club of Williston Park throughout the year.

In all, it was a great way to spend a cold winter evening, and we look forward 
to next year’s Snow Ball.
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Winter/Early Spring 2017 Education 
Program at Clark Botanic Garden

ART:  THE WOMAN AND THE GARDEN
Louise Cella Caruso
Fireside Chat – Sunday  March 19th at 1:00 p.m.

Louise Cella Caruso presents a stunning program considering the analogy 
between the female and a blooming garden.  We will view the beauty, mys-
tery and elegance of the absolute solitude of the garden.  Join us and escape 
into a world of beauty and mystery.

PRUNING BASICS
Richard Weir III
“Fireside Chat” – Sunday, March 26th at 1:00 p.m.

Richard Weir, is a horticulturist trained at Cornell University and was, until 
recently retired, a long-standing member of the Cornell Cooperative Ex-
tension.  His reputation precedes him as a highly respected horticulturist, 
lecturer, and author.  Have you often asked:  “When do I prune my hy-
drangea or my overgrown shrub?”  “How much can I prune and when?”  
Why, when, frequency, pruning deciduous and evergreen trees, shrubs and 
hedges are all discussed at this timely program.  Come to his slide program 
and hear it from an expert.  

POETRY AT THE GARDEN
LINDA OPYR -- Nassau County Poet Laureate 2011-13
“Fireside Chat” – Sunday,  April  2nd at 1:00 p.m.

Linda Opyr is the author of seven collections of poetry.  Her poems have 
appeared in numerous anthologies, journals, magazines and newspapers, in-
cluding The Hudson Review, The Atlanta Review, The Patterson Literary 
Review, and The New York Times.  Once again, Linda has reached out to 
the poetry community and its friends to join her in another poetry reading 
at Clark, and in anticipation of National Poetry Month in April.  Her pro-
grams at Clark in the past four years have filled the room to capacity.  You 
just might be surprised when your neighbor stands up and reads the poem 
he or she created.    

WAKING UP THE GARDEN – Jim Newman 
Saturday, April 22nd at 9:30 a.m.

Jim Newman, a resident horticulturist at Clark, will get us started on the 
new gardening season. He will show us some of the highlights of what 
Clark Botanic Garden has to offer, as he walks us around and demonstrates 
pruning techniques, division of plants, and general garden care.  He will 
answer your many questions; e.g., plants for various growing conditions, 
when to prune plants and shrubs, etc.  Those of you who have attended this 
program in the past know how much we learn in this short space of time.  
This year’s program will offer an extra bonus – a tour of Clark’s brand new 
greenhouse!  The lecture is held outdoors, so please dress accordingly, and 
bring all of your gardening questions.

YOGA AT THE GARDEN – Susan Weston-Bonnici
8-week sessions –  1:00 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.
New 8-week session begins in mid-March 

Increase your flexibility, strength and balance.  Release tension and stress 
and enjoy deep relaxation.  Explore the gentle movements of yoga, warm 
your muscles and joints, increase your range of motion, and prepare for all 
aspects of your “work” in the garden.  No prior yoga experience is nec-
essary to reap many benefits, but those with yoga experience will enjoy a 
gentle, therapeutic practice.

FEE:  $80 for Members; $95 for Non-Members

PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED FOR THESE PROGRAMS.  
Except where noted the Fee is $10 for Members; $12 for Non-Members.  
Refreshments served.

 Call Maria Morgan at 516.484.8603 to register and/or with any questions.  

Clark Botanic Garden is owned and operated by the Town of North Hempstead.
The Fanny Dwight Clark Memorial Garden, Inc. and its Auxiliary is a 
separate legal entity established and operated independently of the Town of North 
Hempstead.
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CELEBRATING OUR 20TH YEAR 
SERVING THE WILLISTONS

Dr. Carolyn Genna is an 
experienced and dedicated audiologist 

who is committed to helping those with 
hearing loss discover 

what they have been missing.

Call today to make an appointment with someone you can trust!
(516) 873-9742

99 Hillside Avenue, Suite 99H, Williston Park  

Dr. Genna works with her patients 
to provide them with 
the most advanced hearing technologies 
and a solution that will fit their 
unique lifestyle.

Carolyn M. Genna, AuD, FAAA          Audiological Consulting, P.C

“Hears” To You:
Hearing Aid Technologies for Easier Living

By Carolyn M. Genna, AuD, FAAA 

Most people want to know what 
to look for in hearing aids so they can 
hear better in certain everyday situa-
tions. So I’ve gone ahead and identi-
fied several hearing aid technologies 
and features that are designed to help 
you hear more easily in real-life.

One-on-one, face-to-face con-
versations: Most people who use 
hearing aids are very happy with the 
improvement they see in their ability 
to hear in one-on-one or small group 
conversations. You’d be surprised to 
find how even the most basic hear-
ing aids can help you in these set-
tings.  Feedback cancellation technol-
ogy, which is a very common feature, 
helps ensure that there’s no unwanted 
squealing from your hearing aids when 
the conversation gets really close.

Business meetings: Catching 
everything that is being said around 
the conference room table and over 
the speaker phone can be challenging 
even for those with normal hearing. 
Directional microphones with highly 
focused directionality help you zoom 
in on the person you want to hear, 
even while others are talking. And 
sleek, wireless mini-microphones—
some even looking like a pen or in-
tegrated into your smart phone as an 
app—can be placed on the conference 
room table to offer an additional lis-
tening boost. These accessories wire-
lessly amplify the speaker’s voice di-
rectly into your hearing aids.

Watching television: Watching a 
good TV show or movie should be a 
great way to unwind and spend some 
low-key together time with your 
spouse or family. The problem is, un-
treated hearing loss makes it hard to 
hear, especially when the volume of 
the program itself is constantly fluc-
tuating. Wireless streaming, including 
Bluetooth-enabled hearing aids, offer 
a solution. They let you feed crys-
tal-clear sound directly from the TV 

dining table help bridge the gap be-
tween you and those at the further end 
of the room by amplifying the speak-
ers’ voices directly into your hearing 
aids. Some microphones can even be 
clipped to the speaker’s lapel or worn 
around their neck.

On the phone:  Digital wireless 
hearing aids mean you can stream 
sound directly from your smartphone 
into your hearing aids without ever 
having to put the phone to your ear. 
This advanced-but-now-common 
technology allows for clearer, crisper 
sound. You control the volume with 
your phone. This means you can hear 
and understand phone conversations 
with less effort. For landlines, an older 
but very beneficial technology known 
as telecoils allows your hearing aids to 
pick up the signal directly from your 
telephone. 

In restaurants, coffee shops 
and other noisy settings:  Public 
places where people meet to talk can 
be especially hard for those with dif-
ficulty hearing. But advancements in 
digital hearing aids have made it easier 
to hear conversation in these settings. 
Directional microphones let you zoom 
in on the conversation, and noise re-
duction technologies help filter out 
background clatter and chatter. Acces-
sories like mini-microphones, set on 
the table or clipped to your compan-
ion’s collar, can provide an added audio 
boost and clarity by wirelessly stream-
ing your friend’s voice directly into 
your hearing aids. And don’t forget 
that these mini-microphones can even 
come in the form of an app download-
ed onto your smart phone.

At musical performances and 
in movie theaters: When you’re at 
a concert or other musical event, you 
want to hear the richness and quali-
ty of the music. Fortunately, even the 
most basic hearing aids provide lis-
tening ease by eliminating the dis-

tortion that could occur with louder 
sounds—while ensuring the clarity of 
softer sounds. Automatic volume con-
trol also comes in handy, especially at 
the movies where the loudness of films 
constantly changes. Many performing 
arts centers and an increasing number 
of cinemas are now equipped with 
hearing loops that work in conjunc-
tion with hearing aid telecoils—so the 
source of the sound streams directly 
into your hearing aids.

At church, synagogue and other 
places of worship:  Even just basic 
hearing aid technology helps decrease 
listening effort by amplifying the 
sounds of interest. At the same time, 
automatic volume control manages 
changes in the loudness of the various 
sounds during service—like the ser-
mon, or organ music, or choir 

Enjoying the outdoors: Digi-
tal wind noise detection and reduc-
tion technology is just what you need 
when you want to enjoy the outdoors 
on a breezy day. And highly advanced 
noise reduction technology helps dim 
background noise when you’re enjoy-
ing louder outdoor activities.

Quelling that ringing in the ears 
(tinnitus): Tinnitus is most often the 
result of noise exposure, and is almost 
always accompanied by hearing loss. 
Luckily, research shows that hearing 
aids alone often reduce the annoyance 
associated with tinnitus for most peo-
ple. Not only do they help improve 
hearing and communication, but they 
also help reduce the prominence of 
that ringing in the ears by amplifying 
background sound. Just taking the fo-
cus off the tinnitus can provide relief 
for many people. What’s more, hearing 
aids reduce the stress associated with 
intensive listening, which alone can 
help relieve tinnitus symptoms. Many 
modern digital hearing aids now in-
clude integrated “sound therapy,” giv-
ing people even greater relief.

into your hearing aids at volumes just 
right for you—and nobody else in 
the room knows when you’re turning 
the volume up or down. Friends and 
family can control the TV remote ac-
cording to their own needs. Streaming 
works with stereos and other home 
entertainment systems as well. Auto-
matic volume control even allows your 
hearing aids to adjust the sound level 

for you, which is a real asset, especially 
when watching “action” movies.

In the car: When driving, you 
want to be able to hear all the passen-
gers no matter where they’re seated. 
Binaural wireless hearing aids (that 
is, a wireless hearing aid for each ear) 
provide the answer. Hearing aids with 
adaptive directional microphones also 
can help. This technology lets you de-
cipher speech from any direction. Im-
portantly, noise reduction technologies 
allow you to hear speech even through 
the sounds of the surrounding traffic.

Around the dinner table:  Few 
things are as isolating as being sur-
rounded by family and the people you 
love and not being part of the conver-
sation. But hearing aids allow you to 
pick up on the conversation without 
a lot of effort. Highly focused direc-
tional microphones help you zoom 
in on whoever is telling a great sto-
ry. Just as in business meetings, wire-
less mini-microphones placed on the 
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John H. Geager, DDS
Providing all phases of general

and family dentistry
in Williston Park since 1983

653 Willis Ave, Williston Park, NY
516-248-2116

Evening and Saturday appointments 
are available.
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Hal Bock and Baseball’s Blacklist
Last April noted East Williston author Hal Bock brought us the story of 

baseball’s most fabled curse-the pennant and World Series drought of the Chi-
cago Cubs.  Recently he has published another delightful book about baseball 
and the characters who play it entitled “Banned: Baseball’s Blacklist of All-
Stars and Also-Rans.”  Not surprisingly another Chicago team, the infamous 
Black Sox of Shoeless Joe Jackson fame, play a major role in the tale, but 
Banned is also illustrated with such colorful scoundrels as Jenrry Mejia, Eddie 
“The Only” Nolan, Cozy Dolan and Leo Durocher, each of whom has been 
expelled or suspended from the game.  And, of course, there’s Pete Rose.

Hal Bock is a veteran sports writer who has covered almost every major 
event on the sports calendar over the last 40 years, including 30 World Series, 
30 Super Bowls and 11 Olympic Games, making him the perfect storyteller 
for this baseball history.  On Saturday, May 20th, at 2:00 p.m., he will discuss 
Banned at the East Williston Village Hall.  Library patrons who attended his 
prior lecture know that they will be in for a treat.  Those who are not yet 
familiar with Hal Bock’s encyclopedic knowledge should note the date.  It’s 
well worth a trip.

Maybe it’s only a coincidence, but it’s worth noting that a season that 
opened with the publication of The Last Chicago Cubs Dynasty: Before the 
Curse ended with a Cubs World Series win.  Pete Rose fans may be excused 
for hoping that, just perhaps, the publication of Banned will be followed by 
the induction of scoundrel but brilliant hitter Pete Rose into the Hall of Fame.  Top to bottom, Shoeless Joe, 

Cozy Dolan.

The Girls of Troop 1047 “Take Action”
Troop 1047 has been busy com-

pleting the requirements for the Girl 
Scout Silver Award. A part of the 

Troop’s “Take Action” project was 
the creation by the girls of  posters 
with inspirational self- esteem quotes, 

which will be displayed in the halls at 
St. Aidan’s School. 

The girls researched the quotes and 

voted on the ones that they would like 
to replicate. 

Using stencils, they got to work and 
produced a number of impressive post-
ers.  

As you can see in the accompanying 
photo, the girls were justifiably proud 
when they were finished with the 
project, as well they should be.

Next, the girls will be conducting 
a lesson on self-esteem for a younger 
St. Aidan Girl Scout Troop this spring.  
Go Troop 1047!  

Keep up that positive mental atti-
tude!

Left to right,
Olivia Christel, Ellie Ruane, 
Meghan O’Sullivan, Shalini 
Samuel, Christina Massetti 
and Emma Ruane
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News from Wheatley
Wheatley Wrestlers Excel!

Congratulations to Joe Contrasta-
no, Shawn Mosca, John DeRidder, 
Chris Moretta, Matt Teemsma, Gabe 
Graca, Liam Coffey, and Max Mos-
ca who represented the Carle Place/
Wheatley Wrestling team at the Nas-
sau County Division 2 Wrestling 
Championship on Saturday at Cold 
Spring Harbor High School. Chris 
Moretta finished 4th and Matt Teems-
ma finished 3rd.

In addition, Wheatley freshman 
Joe Contrastano won his first Coun-
ty Championship, Wheatley senior 
Shawn Mosca won his second Coun-
ty Championship and Carle Place ju-
nior John DeRidder won his second 
County Championship.  

Shawn Mosca went on to take 4th 
Place statewide in the All State New 
York State Competition, and Joe Con-
trastano came in 6th, statewide, in his 
weight class.  Both Shawn and Joe are 
members of Wheatley’s Boys Wres-
tling Scholar Athlete Team. 

Congratulations to all of these 
young athletes and to their Coaches!

Wheatley Seniors Are National 
Merit Scholarship Finalists!

The National Merit Scholar-
ship Corporation has advanced two 
Wheatley seniors as Finalists in the 
2017 National Merit Scholarship Pro-
gram. The seniors earning this pres-
tigious honor are Jakob Gilbert and 
Michelle Lin.  As Finalists, the students 

have scored in the top one half of one 
percent of the more than 1.5 million 
juniors who entered the program by 
taking the PSAT last year.

By advancing to Finalist status, 
these students remain eligible for Mer-
it Scholarship awards worth that will 
be offered this spring.

Congratulations Jakob and Mi-
chelle!

Wheatley Students Achieve 
Mock Trial Victory!

On March 1, the Wheatley Mock 
Trial team defeated a talented Herricks 
team to advance to the “Sweet 16” 
round of the Mock Trial Tournament! 

Appearing for the Prosecution 
were attorneys Lianna Golden, Jacob 
Chimerine and Jakob Gilbert.  In ad-
dition the Prosecution witnesses were 
Jacob Ribotsky, Caroline Crimmins 
and Brooke Schwartz.

The Defense was ably represented 
by attorneys Andrew Hirsch, Rebec-
ca Sparacio and Jakob Gilbert.  The 
Defense witnesses included Sam Avi-
la-Frank, Brett Katz and Emily Wang. 

Alternates included Adam Rosenz-
weig,  Emily Yagoda, Derek Gilbert, 
Maggie Carrodo (who was also the Of-
ficial Timekeeper), Mahesh Pitchayan, 
and Michelle Raja.

The students are led by Wheatley’s 
Mock Trial Advisor, Ms. Theryn Gib-
bons!

Congratulations to the Team as 
it advances through the tournament 
rounds!

Local Heroes Answer the Call

The East Williston and Williston 
Park Fire Departments responded to 
two serious fires during the first week 
of March.  

On March 2nd, a fire at K’s Auto 
Repair in Mineola, both departments 
responded to calls for mutual aid from 
the Mineola Department.  

Williston Park responded with the 
tower ladder, and other forces, to fight 
a fire which was fueled in part by gas-
oline and other combustible materials 
contained in trucks and cars parked at 
the premises.  The East Williston Fire 
Department participated in the over-
haul of the fire, which prevented it 
from rekindling and from threatening 
the adjoining building, which houses 
Western Beef.

The second fire involved a 2 story 
detached barn at 34 East Williston Av-
enue in East Williston.  

The incident first involved a call for 
a brush fire on Atlanta Avenue, but the 
firefighters quickly realized that there 
was a larger fire in the barn.  A call for 
a working fire brought in additional 

help from the Williston Park Fire De-
partment, the Albertson Fire Compa-
ny, the Mineola Volunteer Ambulance 
Corps., Nassau County Fire Marshall’s 
Office and Nassau County Police De-
partment. 

The fire was quickly extinguished 
and was contained to one section of 

the garage. Happily, there were no 
injures. The operation was under the 
command of East Williston Fire De-
partment Chief Joseph Fabrizio.

Each of these fires involved assis-
tance from neighboring village and 
district departments, and illustrate the 
best aspect of small town living, where 
neighbors help neighbors in time of 
need.  

Our fire departments are in need of 

more volunteer members, particularly 
home owners.  If you have ever want-
ed to provide a necessary public ser-
vice, that will make you feel proud of 
yourself every day, you should consider 
joining your local fire department.  

East Williston and Williston Park 
have excellent fire departments, but 
they can only remain that way if peo-
ple with a stake in the community will 
volunteer to serve with them.  
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News from the Mineola School District

Mineola High School Library 
Wins $8,000 Prize

Mineola High School’s Library 
Media Specialist, Mr. Jeffrey Apple-
baum, won the Library an $8,000 
prize by winning the popular vote in 
the Follett Challenge. Over the past 
few months, he has transformed the 
High School Library into a place of 
learning, discovery and exploration. 

To showcase this transformation, 
he entered the Library in the Follett 
Challenge, which is a national contest 
that allows school libraries to highlight 
their uniqueness. 

To apply, Mr. Appelbaum had to 
submit a comprehensive video high-
lighting the innovations, as well as an 
extensive write-up.  

Clearly his presentation was equal 
to the task, and The Williston Post 

joins the students in congratulating Mr. 
Applebaum. 

Key To Writing

Catherine Winski, an eighth-grade 
student at Mineola High School, has 
placed first in the Scholastic Key to 
Writing competition. 

Recognized with the Gold Award 
in the sci-fi/fantasy category, Cath-
erine’s winning short story was titled 
“The Wayfarers.” Her work will go 
on to compete at the national level. 
National winners will be notified this 
spring.

This is the second time Catherine 

has placed in this competition. Last 
year she earned a second-place silver 
award placement for her submission.

Left, Students congratulated Mr. 
Appelbaum on receiving an $8,000 prize.
Above, Catherine Winski. Photos courtesy 
of Mineola Union Free School District
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St. Aidan’s 4th Grade Marine Biologists

On this snowy March 10th morning in Williston Park, New York, students 
in the 4th grade at St. Aidan School had the opportunity to visit the Texas State 
Aquarium in Corpus Christi, Texas using video conferencing software right from 
our own Library Media Center in our Upper School. 

These 4th grade students researched various types of sea turtles in their Li-
brary classes with Mrs. Patti Serrano and their Technology classes with Mrs. Mary 
Jane Radonic before participating in this special interactive program called “Tur-
tle Tracks”. The students discussed turtle tracking technology, read a story about 
a turtle named “Olive” and tracked her migration adventures on their own map 
of the Gulf of Mexico waters. 

These 4th graders then interpreted the data and hypothesized why she may 
have traveled to different locations. They also had the opportunity to view live 
sea turtles at the aquarium.

With this coupon. Expires 04/30/2017
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A Great Day for the Irish
It was a perfect March 5th afternoon for the 
annual St. Patrick’s Day parade in Mineola.  

The day was crisp and clear and, as can be seen 
from the accompanying photographs, a good 

time was had by all.

Cover photo courtesy of  Christian Danielson. Other photos courtesy Christian Danielson 
and Mary Lennon.
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Herricks Fund Raiser a Big Success

Jump rope for Heart at 
Searingtown School

On Feb. 8, students at Searingtown 
School jumped rope for a good cause 
by participating in Jump Rope for 
Heart. The students raised more than 
$12,500 for the American Heart As-
sociation, which funds research, pro-
grams and education to fight heart 
disease and stroke, the nation’s #1 and 
#4 killers.

“I’m so pleased with the success of 
this year’s event,” said Diane Pasatieri, 
Jump Rope for Heart coordinator. 
“We had a lot of fun, and the kids en-
joyed learning about the importance 
of physical activity and how they can 
play a role in saving lives.”

Sixth-graders raise close to 
$12,000 through reading

Herricks Middle School 
sixth-graders read more than 500,000 
pages for their annual Community 
Service Read-A-Thon Project, which 
raised funds for the Ronald McDonald 
House in New Hyde Park, a non-prof-
it organization that relies on the gener-
osity of others to provide a home away 
from home for families with children 
who need medical attention.          

This year, the students raised close 
to $12,000 with the generosity of 
families and friends who sponsored 
them. In appreciation of its support, 
the school was provided with a plaque 
from the Ronald McDonald House in 

honor of the sixth grade. 
“We are grateful for this recogni-

tion and hope to strengthen the mean-
ing behind ‘community service’ with 
our students,” said Herricks Middle 
School Chairperson of Guidance Gina 
Horton. 

Herricks musicians take honors 
at Berklee Jazz Festival

A total of 33 Herricks High School 
students attended the Berklee Jazz Fes-
tival, where they achieved excellent re-
sults for their performances under the 
direction of teachers Geoff Taylor and 
James Ludwig. Senior Adam Cordero 
was named Superior Overall Musician, 
and the Jazz Combo, Jazz Choir and 
Jazz Ensemble groups all placed within 
the top ten in their classes. 

Adam was selected for the Superi-
or Overall Musician title out of more 
than 300 outstanding jazz musicians 
from the entire east coast. A high-

ly talented and dedicated student, he 
plays the clarinet, bassoon and the 
saxophone and has earned numerous 
awards and distinctions. Earlier this 
school year, Adam was selected to the 
National Association for Music Edu-
cation’s Eastern Division Honors Fes-
tival, Music for All National Festival’s 
Honor Orchestra of America and the 
New York State School Music Associ-
ation’s All-State Festival. He was also 
recognized as a Scholar Artist by the 
Long Island Arts Alliance for music. 

The Jazz Combo students placed 
fourth its category, the Jazz Choir 
earned ninth-place for their presenta-
tions and the Herricks Jazz Ensemble 
achieved 10th-place for their perfor-
mance. Additionally, Adam Cordero, 
James Chun, Julia Everitt, Julia Feld-
man, Michael Paciullo, Sean Park, Jon 
Sanelli, Kyla Surajbaliylor and Luna 
Tomaszewski performed solos at the 
festival.Photos courtesy of Herricks Public Schools
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The Weber Family Celebrates the 100 Years of 
Palma Weber (With Wishes for Many More)

By John Weber Jr. 
and Lisa Margaritas

On February 12th family, friends, 
and neighbors had the privilege of 
observing the life and celebrating 
the 100th birthday of Palma Weber 
at a lovely party at the Albertson Fire 
Company Firehouse which was given 
by her son and daughter in law, John 
and Jeannie Weber.

This fabulous lady was born in 
Harlem, New York on February 14th 
1917, one of 11 children--8 boys and 3 
girls.  With her husband John, she lived 
in Queens for much of her life until 
she and her husband moved to Albert-
son in 1985, so that they could be close 
to their son, John Jr. and his wife, as 
well as their granddaughter, Lisa.  

Sadly, Palma’s husband John passed 
in 1991, but Palma continues to enjoy 
a busy and involved life.  Her son, John 
Weber Jr. is a former Chief of the Alb-
ertson Fire Department, and Palma is a 
25 year member of the Albertson Fire 
Co. Ladies Auxiliary.  She very much 
enjoys her family, friends, needlepoint 
and playing bingo and volunteering 
her time with the Ladies Auxiliary.  
And to add to her joy, Granddaugh-
ter Lisa and husband Peter presented 
Palma with a great grandson, Andrew, 
in 2004.

Palma was joined at her celebration 

by Fr. Jeff  Yildirmaz from St. Aidan’s, 
as well as by Supervisor Bosworth who 
presented her with a proclamation in 
tribute to her many years of commu-
nity involvement, as well as her mile-
stone birthday.

This is a life that has been well and 
fully lived, and we at The Williston 
Post join with her family and friends 
in wishing her many more years of 
happiness.

Clockwise from top, Palma’s 100th 
Birthday - Receiving proclamation from 
the Supervisor Boswick Town of North 
Heampstead; with her family Peter, 
Lisa,Andrew,Johnny, Jeanie and Sissi; 
Rev. Jeff Yildirmaz,Grandson Andrew & 
Son John; cutting the cake

18 19
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Mineola High School Presents
Seussical: The Musical

Mineola High School is serving 
up a heaping helping of family fun 
in their spring musical, Seussical: The 
Musical, which is being performed at 
the Theatre at Mineola High School 
on Friday, March 24 at 7:30 p.m., Sat-
urday, March 25 at 2:00 p.m. and again 
at 7:30 p.m.  

Seussical is a fantastical, magical, 
musical extravaganza written by Tony 
winners Lynn Ahrens and Stephen 
Flaherty (“Ragtime,” “Once On This 
Island”).  

The two have lovingly brought to 
life all of our favorite Dr. Seuss char-
acters from a host of the author’s most 
popular books. 

The story, narrated in part by the 
whimsical Cat in the Hat (Jack Gor-
man), centers around Horton the El-
ephant (Zachary Sloan), who finds 
himself faced with a double challenge.  
Not only must he protect his tiny 
friend Jojo (Jake Lenze) and all the in-
visible Whos from a world of naysay-

ers and dangers, but he must guard an 
abandoned egg, left to his care by the 
irresponsible Mayzie La Bird (Jillian 
Palma). 

Although Horton faces ridicule, 
danger, kidnapping and a trial, the in-
trepid Gertrude McFuzz (Sarah Harty) 
never loses faith in him. 

Ultimately, the powers of friend-
ship, loyalty, family and community are 
challenged and emerge triumphant in 
a story that makes you laugh and cry.  

The opening number, “Oh, The 
Thinks You Can Think”, captures the 

show’s spirit of imagination, as colorful 
characters transport us from the Jungle 
of Nool to the Circus McGurkus to 
the invisible world of the Whos.

Also featured in the world of Who-
ville are the Mayor and his wife (Na-
than Bischoff and Kacie Rumm), but-
ter-battling General Schmitz (Robert 
Shevlin), and the Grinch (William 
Carr).  

Citizens of the jungle include the 
Sour Kangaroo (Stephanie Toms), the 
mischievous Wickersham Brothers 
(Jameson Granados, John Steinmann 
and Miguel Velasquez), and the Bird 
Girls (Valerie Cobos, Katrine Gulinao, 
Jacqueline Letta, and Sara McCarthy,). 
Sarah Carbain and Josie Jones are fea-
tured as Thing 1 and Thing 2.

Tickets for this zany and heartfelt 
journey into the stories of Dr. Seuss 
are just $10 for adults and $5 for stu-
dents and seniors.  

Purchase tickets online by visiting 
www.mineola.k12.ny.us.  Once there, 
click on Departments and then Fine 
Arts. There is a link will take you to a 
secure on-line site where seats may be 
selected and tickets purchased. 

Lent at St. John’s 
Lutheran Church

Mid-Week Lenten Wednesday
“The Book of Job: Blessed Be the Name of the Lord” 

March 15, 22, 29, April 5
Supper at 6:30pm   Service at 7:30pm

Palm Sunday, April 9th 
9:00am Education Hour 10:15am Communion Service

Holy (Maundy) Thursday, April 13th
7:30 p.m. Communion Service

Good Friday, April 14th
7:30 p.m. Service

Easter Sunday, April 16th The Resurrection of Our Lord 
10:15 a.m. Communion Service

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
47 Winthrop Street 

Williston Park, NY 11596
Phone: 516-742-5858  -  Fax: 516-746-0883

E-Mail: stjohnslcwp@verizon.net 
Website: www.stjohns-wp.org

The Tzu Chi Foundation Opens a New 
Branch Office on the East End of Long Island 

To Distribute Clothes to the Needy

By Pauline Chun and Huai Hsien Huang.

It seems that Winter is leaving, and the footsteps of Spring are approaching 
in Long Island, but there are still many less fortunate people struggling with the 
bitter cold as night falls. Tzu Chi volunteers never stop working to help the less 
fortunate, and to extend warm hands and hearts to them, far and near.

Five years ago, Ana Reyes lost her son to suicide.  To cope with her grief, she 
began volunteering her time at St. Anne’s Church in Brentwood.  There she found 
a kindred spirit and a new friend, Kathy Fella.  

Together, with very limited resources, they set out to care for the less fortunate 
in their neighborhood by distributing hot soup and bread every Sunday, shine or 
rain.  

Early last December, Ana came to Tzu Chi 16th Winter Clothes Give Away 
Event in St. Anne’s Church, to pick up some clothes on behalf of the people 
whom she serves every Sunday.  The sincerity and kindness of the Tzu Chi vol-
unteers touched both Ana and Kathy’s heart.  They expressed their need for assis-
tance to Tzu Chi branch director Freeman Su who rallied a team completed with 
Spanish speaking translators in just two weeks.  

On December 18,  Tzu Chi volunteers brought with them the new winter 
jackets, clothing and blankets.  The volunteers joined Ana and Kathy at their usual 
spot, a small parking lot in Huntington Station, to deliver love and care, along with 
good warm clothing.  They returned to the same spot to deliver more jackets a 
week later. 

The Tzu Chi volunteers, were joined by college students from the Tzu Chi 
Collegiate Association at Stony Brook University.  They showed up to lend their 

hearts and hands to the less fortunate in our community.  
With the expectation that more volunteers could be recruited to extend help 

to the far end of  Long Island, the Tzu Chi Foundation recently established a 
branch office in South Setauket.  

On February 25 of this year, an official announcement of the establishment of 
a new branch office was made to the public at the Year End Blessing Ceremony 
held at the Student Activity Center in Stony Brook University.  

To mark the charity action its members’ determination to serve our commu-
nities, on February 19, Tzu Chi Foundation held the 1st Free Clinic and Winter 
Clothes Give Away Event at St. James Roman Catholic Church at East Setauket.  
Volunteers on the east end of Long Island vow to recruit more kindred spirits to 
participate the soup kitchen in the church, as well as other charity activities in the 
communities. 

More volunteers are always needed and welcome, and we invite you to become 
our friends and colleagues in the works of charity of the Foundation.  

To find out more about the Tzu Chi Foundation please visit our website at 
www.tzuchi.us/region/northeast, or call 516- 873-6888 for information about 
the Foundation and about upcoming events.
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Remembering 
Edith D. Palamar 

St. Aidan’s 
National Junior Honor 

Society Induction 
Ceremony

Edith (Crooks) Palamar, 94, passed 
away quietly on February 17th at Sun 
Harbor Manor in Roslyn Heights. 

A long time resident of Williston 
Park, she was a member 
of St. John’s Lutheran 
Church and an actively 
involved with a number 
of local craft and sewing 
organizations. She was 
an avid and accom-
plished hand-quilter. 

Edith Palamar was 
born and raised in 
College Point, attended 
Flushing High School and during 
WWII, volunteered for active duty in 
the United States Navy, serving in the 
Pacific Theater as a Navy Wave. 

After the war she returned to Col-

lege Point and in 1946 she married 
Navy veteran Peter Palamar. They 
lived in Astoria until 1959 at which 
point they moved to Williston Park, 

where they raised their 
three children, proudly 
sending their sons to 
the United States Mil-
itary Academy at West 
Point. 

Peter Palamar, 
Edith’s husband of 65 
years, passed in 2011. 

Edith Palamar is 
survived by her daugh-

ter, Diane, who lives in New England 
and by her sons Steven and David, 
both of whom live in New York City, 
as well as by six grandchildren and 
three great grandchildren.

On Thursday February 16th under 
the advisor ship of Mrs. B. Volpe & 
Mrs. N. McAward,  sixteen students 
from the 7th & 8th grade classes were 
inducted into the National Junior 
Honor Society.                                        

                 Grade 7
Joseph Allard, Josepgh Arnold, Daniela 
Battisti, Megan Broming, Olivia 
Christel, Aidan Cooke, Michael 
Crespo, Connor Kennedy, Andrew 
Margaritis, Andrew Paternostro, 
Alanna Pettiinato, Julia Valente
                     Grade 8
Jessica Friedrich, Gia Guido, Caitlin 
Noonan, Kaitlyn Tripodi
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Main              Street

Sangria 71

A festive, casual atmosphere specializing 
in the Flavors of Spain by offering a fine 
assortment of Tapas, Savory Family Style 

Seafood Paellas and Superb Sangrias

71 Hillside Avenue, Williston Park 
516-246-9778

catering@sangria71.com

Long Island Smile

We can do crowns in one visit with our 
Cerec Machine. Our new Solea Laser 
replaces the drill and anesthesia is not 

necessary for many procedures. 

101 Hillside Avenue, Suite A, 
Williston Park 
516-741-6202

info@longislandsmile.com

Passion Wines & Spirits

A convenient neighborhood store with 
a large selection of wines & spirits at a 
fair price. We pride ourselves in helping 

you with your special orders and delivery 
arrangements. 

609 Willis Avenue, Williston Park 
516-280-7688

passionwinehouse.com

Williston Park Florist

Great Service, Great Prices, Friendly 
Atmosphere and Unique Designs

54 Hillside Avenue, Williston Park
516-747-5500

roslynflorist43@verizon.net

Ceriello Fine Foods

Prime Beef, Homemade Sausage & 
Mozzarella, Cooked Meats with a 

Catering Service, Serving the Williston’s 
for nearly 40 years.

541 Willis Avenue, Williston Park
516-747-0277

info@ceriellofinefoods.com

Astoria Bank

Call us or visit our 
Williston Park Branch to see how we can 

make a difference for you.

162 Hillside Avenue, Williston Park
516-747-0600

www.astoriabank.com

The Paint Place

We’re here for all your painting needs. 
We specialize in custom color matching 
and excellent expedited service. Serving  

the Williston’s for over 20 years.

263 Hillside Avenue, Williston Park
516-746-4515

thepaintplace@aol.com

Albert Zolezzi Auto Body

Where we treat each customer as a friend 
and give them exceptional service.

432 Willis Avenue, Williston Park
516-248-8716

nancyzolezzi13@gmail.com

Audiological Consulting, P.C.

Complimentary Hearing Screening & 
Consultation - a $125. Value

Offer Expires 2/28/17

99 Hillside Avenue, Suite 99H, 
Williston Park
516-873-9742

heardoc40@verizon.net

Piccolo’s Ristorante

Family owned and operated Northern 
Italian restaurant specializing in 

homemade ravioli (12 different varieties) 
and their irresistible chicken zingarella.

150 East Jericho Turnpike
Mineola

516-248-8110
www.piccolosny.com
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CHRISTOPHER J. JOYCE, LIC. MGR.
ROBERT G. WOLF, DIRECTOR

East Williston Library News
The East Williston Public Library Presents Career Development 

And Job Skills Workshops

The East Williston Library has received grants to provide two very useful pro-
grams involving career development and computer related job skills for the 21st 
Century workplace.  The course offerings are outlined below.  You may register 
for each course individually. 

Please email the library at ewpl@ewlibrary.org. to register.
We were able to obtain these grants through the assistance of former Senator 

Jack Martins, and we thank him for his assistance with these and with so many 
other programs which have made life in East Williston even more enjoyable.

Career Workshops With Karen McKenna, Career Visionary, LLC

Resumes and Cover Letters 
Saturday, March 18th from 12:00- 2:00 p.m.

Participants will learn how to create effective resumes and cover letters for to-
day’s on-line application process. Participants will also learn how to use strategic 
wording and formatting to demonstrate how well they “fit” the job, and the “val-
ue” they will bring to an organization.

Job Search Strategies
Saturday, March 25th from 12:00 – 2:00 p.m.

This positive, interactive workshop focuses on specific actions job seekers can 
take to significantly improve the effectiveness of their job searches.  Numerous job 
search resources will be covered throughout the workshop.

Applying for Jobs Online
Saturday, April 1st from 12:00 – 2:00 p.m.

Most companies use Applicant Tracking Systems (ATS) to screen potential job 
candidates.  Therefore, most resumes never make it through these systems.  This 
workshop provides specific strategies job seekers can use to strengthen their re-
sumes and use networking connections to get in the door for interviews.

Using LinkedIn for your Job Search
Saturday, April 8th from 12:00 – 2:00 p.m.

LinkedIn is the leading social media platform for professional networking.  To-

day’s job seekers must have a presence on LinkedIn.  Participants will learn how 
to create a strong LinkedIn Profile and use its powerful features to build strategic 
networking connections.

Computer Training by Sharper Training Solutions, Inc.
 
Introduction to Microsoft Word 
Saturday, April 22nd from 12:00- 2:00 p,m.

Learn the basics of word processing including creating a document, saving, 
editing, formatting, and much more.

Creating a Resume Using Microsoft Word
Saturday, April 29th from 12:00 – 2:00 p.m.

Create your own resume using Microsoft Word.

Introduction to Microsoft Excel
Saturday, May 6th from 12:00 – 2:00 p.m.

Learn the basics of the world’s most popular spreadsheet program, including 
creating, editing, and formatting worksheets, formulas, and much more.

Intermediate Microsoft Excel
Saturday, May 13th from 12:00 – 2:00 p.m.

Learn more about this popular spreadsheet program, including functions, 
working with ranges, macros, charting and much more.

Using your ipad and iphone
Thursday, March 30th from 1:00-3:00 p.m.

Creating a Facebook account on your ipad or iphone 
Wednesday, April 5th from 5:00-7:00 p.m.

Cool Apps on your ipad or iphone 
Thursday, April 6th from 1:00-3:00 p.m.

Twitter and Instagram 
Wednesday, May 10th from 5:00-7:00 p.m.
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By Victor LaGinestra, D.V.M. 

Xylitol is a sugar substitute that is used in many products such as sugarless gums, 
candy, toothpaste, baked goods, vitamins, and certain flavored children’s medica-

tions. 
It is harmless in people, but can cause life-threat-

ening toxicosis in dogs. In dogs, xylitol causes a 
very large increase in insulin, a hormone that fa-
cilitates sugar leaving the blood stream and going 
into our cells. It therefore causes low blood sugar 
or hypoglycemia. The same situation occurs if a di-
abetic person takes too much insulin. 

At a low dose of intoxication, xylitol causes hy-
poglycemia (weakness, mental dullness, ataxia, sei-
zures, etc.) usually within 30-60 minutes but can 
be as long as 48 hours after ingestion. At higher 

doses, it causes hypoglycemia and acute liver failure. 
When possible, it is best to try and calculate the dose of xylitol per pound of 

body weight so as to guide our treatments and expectations. 

Caring for Our Pets

If your pet has ingested xylitol, contact the ASPCA Poison Control immediately 
at 888-426-4435 or Pet Poison Helpline at 800-213-6680 and they will guide you 
in calculating dose and treatment. 

Treatment for xylitol toxication is to induce vomiting but only if the animal is 
not showing signs of hypoglycemia as they can aspirate their vomitus. 

There is no specific antidote for xylitol toxicosis. Blood glucose levels should 
be monitored every 1-2 hours and if hypoglycemia develops, intravenous dextrose 
is given. 

Also, liver function tests should be performed when the animal is first seen, 
and then daily for three days. Liver protectants such as vitamin E, and milk thistle 
should be considered for animals at risk for liver failure. 

Liver failure needs aggressive monitoring, treatment, and supportive care. The 
prognosis for dogs that develop uncomplicated hypoglycemia is good. 

For dogs that develop liver failure and heptotoxicosis, the prognosis is guarded 
to poor. 

Cases of xylitol toxicity may increase as more products are being used that con-
tain xylitol and these products are not always labeled as being toxic to dogs.

Sugarless Gum (Xylitol) Toxicosis
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Robert’s Department Store Supports 
Haitian Charity

So often, when the need arises to 
help with a charitable project it is a lo-
cal business, and its owner, that comes 
through.  

Thus when Maria O’Connell heard 
about her friend Agnes Amundsen’s 
work with Missionaries of the Poor 
in Haiti, she was moved to help.  This 
international Catholic charity provides 
help for poor and destitute all over the 
world. 

When Agnes traveled to an or-
phanage in Cap Haitien in Haiti she 
quickly learned that certain clothing 
items were desperately needed, so she 
reached out to Maria who, in turn, 
contacted Cathy Whitley of East Wil-
liston, the owner of Robert’s Depart-
ment Store in Mineola, and asked if 

Cathy could help out.  
To ask the question was to answer 

it, and Cathy generously donated web 
belts that were requested by the mis-
sion. Web belts are a small thing, but 
quite practical.  Because they are du-
rable, and infinitely adjustable, they are 
capable of being handed down to a 
younger child when outgrown.  

Maria said that seeing the pover-
ty and devastation in places like Haiti 
puts many things into perspective for 
those of us who have been so fortu-
nate.  

Fortunately for those who have 
little, generous people like Cathy 
Whitley, Maria O’Connell and Agnes 
Amundsen are always there to do and 
give so much!
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You’re Never Too Young
to Adopt a Hydrant

2 Year Old Cormac 
McHugh is shown here 
hard at work making 
sure that his newly 
adopted hydrant stayed 
warm and clear after the 
February snowstorm.  

Thank you Cormac!  
Great Job!

 If you are a resident 
of Williston Park and 
would like to adopt 
a hydrant of your 
own, please contact 
Jen or Audrey at 
trackwriter2017@gmail.
com

Williston Park Public
Library News

By Donna McKenna, Director

From the Director:

We are not accepting donations until further notice.  If you do have books to 
donate, please contact The Book Fairies, a wonderful non-profit organization in 
Freeport.  www.thebookfairies.org.

We are asking for your help once again in keeping the Children’s Room a neat 
and inviting place for all.   Please clean up any toys/puzzles your children might 
have used during their visit.  

Adult Programs:

Knitting Circle—Thursdays—March 23; April 6, 20; May 4, 18—11am-1pm 
in the Assembly Room of Village Hall.  All knitters and crocheters are welcome 
to join!   Signup at the Circulation Desk.

AARP Safe Driving Course—Wednesday—March 22—8am-2:30pm in the 
Assembly Room of Village Hall.  $20 for AARP members; $25 for non-mem-
bers.  Please make your check payable to AARP.  Sign up at the Circulation 
Desk.

Author Appearance—RESCHEDULED!—Laura Schroff—Thursday—
March 30—7pm in the Assembly room of Village Hall.  Laura will discuss her 
new book, Angels on Earth.  Copies are available for purchase at the Circulation 
Desk and the night of the event.  Refreshments will be served.

Young Adult Program:

Writing workshop—Mondays—March 20 & 27; April 3—4-5pm in the 
Assembly Room of Village Hall for grades 5-8.  All aspiring writers are welcome 
to attend this 3 session workshop where you can stretch your creative muscles in 
a friendly, supportive environment and learn the basics of creative writing from 
veteran writing instructor and award-winning author Natalie Harnett.  All types 
of writing are welcome—stories/film/ poetry, essays, blogging, journaling.  

Children’s Programs:

Tiny Tykes—Wednesdays—March 15 & 29; April 5--10-:15-11:15 or 11:30-
12:30 in the Assembly Room of Village Hall.  Children ages 1 ½-5 yrs old are 
welcome to attend.  There is a $45 fee due at registration.

www.willistonparklibrary.org
E-mail: Willistonparklibrary@yahoo.com
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Herricks Community Fund Dinner Dance
Supports Schools and Programs

Members of the Herricks Public 
Schools and community gathered for 
the Herricks Community Fund’s 21st 
Annual Dinner Dance on March 2 at 
The Inn at New Hyde Park. 

The event featured a Mardis Gras 
theme and raised money for educa-
tional programs and special school 
projects. Local officials, board of ed-
ucation members, district administra-
tors, faculty members, PTA volunteers 
and others came out to celebrate 31 
years of service provided by the not-
for-profit organization.

According to its mission statement, 
the Herricks Community Fund is 
dedicated to providing financial sup-
port for programs, projects and edu-
cational enrichment to enhance the 
quality of life for people of all ages in 
Herricks. The group strives to raise 
funds and distribute resources to max-
imize the intellectual, social, emotion-
al and physical development to those 
who reside in the community.

Each year, the Community Fund 
provides grants that support educa-
tional programs across the district. 
These grants have enabled the Her-
ricks schools to obtain technology 
resources, fitness center equipment, 

off-site trips, extracurricular activities, 
musical opportunities, robotics mate-
rials, instructional supplies and much 
more that helps Herricks students 
flourish as learners. 

The Community Fund also ben-
efits individual community needs as 
well as such programs as the Alzhei-
mer’s Day Program, Community Play-
ers, Senior Citizens Programs, Youth 
Council, Teacher Mini-Grants, Her-
ricks School District and Herricks 
Scholarship Fund. 

This year’s event welcomed Assis-
tant Superintendent for Business Lisa 
Rutkoske, Executive Director for Hu-
man Resources Dina Maggiacomo 
and Herricks High School Principal 
Dr. James Ruck into the community. It 
also acknowledged Jane Jingyi Chen, 
Chiravi Patel, Julianna DeAngelis, 
Laryssa DeMarco and Nicholas Troia-
no as the most recent Community 
Fund scholarship award recipients.

The Williston Post thanks all who 
contribute their time, talents, and 
funds to this worthy activity.  Public 
involvement in organizations like the 
Herricks Community Fund is one of 
the many factors that go to enrich life 
in our community.

Top, Susan Ruck, Herricks High School Principal Dr. James Ruck, Executive Director for Human Resources Dina Magiaccomo, Pupil Services Director Roberta Hopkins, Assistant 
Superintendent for Instruction Dr. Christine Finn, Board of Education Trustee Juleigh Chin, Superintendent of Schools Dr. Fino Celano; Middle, Herricks Middle School teacher Jen 
Cleary and Library Media Specialist Jodi Thompson; Bottom row, left to right, Board of Education trustee Jim Gounaris, teacher Cynzia Calabrese and Georgia Gounaris; Retired 
district staff member Camille Boccio, Community Fund Co-President and Village of Williston Park Mayor Paul Ehrbar and Athletics Director Jim Petricca; Town of North Hempstead 
Receiver of Taxes Charles Berman, Superintendent of Schools Dr. Fino Celano and Town of North Hempstead County Clerk Wayne Wink.
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Winthrop Presents Inspiring Programs
for Inspiring Women

Inspiring Women™- A Free Community Health Education Program, will be 
presenting two timely and useful programs:

From Frazzled To Fabulous: A Stress & Relaxation Workshop For Women

Learn about the mind-body connection and how it relates to stress from two 
experts in Winthrop’s Department of Behavioral Health.  

Deepan Singh, MD, Psychiatrist and Carole Filangieri, PhD, Psychologist, will 
explain stress and how it uniquely affects women. Attendees will also have the 
opportunity to practice stress-reduction techniques that can be done anytime, 
anywhere.  A question and answer period will be included.

Thursday, March 16, 2017
Sign in: 6:45 PM     Program:  7:00 PM
Winthrop’s Research & Academic Center, 101 Mineola Blvd. (Corner of 
Second Street in Mineola) Admission is free, but seating is limited

For reservations: Please call (516) 663-8300 
or  email: inspiringwomen@winthrop.org
For inclement weather and parking information call:  516-663-9761

Getting Your Daughter Ready For College

The transition from high school to college can be exciting, yet challenging. 
Please join Jane Swedler, MD, Chief of Adolescent Medicine and Elana Kastner, 
MD, Attending Physician, Department of Obstetrics & Gynecology, for a unique 
program that addresses health and social issues faced by college-bound young 
women.

Special Topics include Adapting to College Life, Campus Safety,  Making the 
Right Choices and more.

Thursday, March 23, 2017
6:45 pm registration
7 pm - 9:30 pm program
Winthrop’s Research & Academic Center, 101 Mineola Blvd, (corner of Second 
Street in Mineola) Treiber Family Conference Room

Pre-Registration and Reservation required: $25 per person  
Light buffet included
Please call (516) 663-2609 by Monday, March 20 to register.
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HALLER - ZAREMBA INSURANCE

“Our 78th year serving all lOng island”

PersOnalized service fOr yOur 

hOme, autOmObile, life and business.

(Renters & Condo’s too!)

328 Hillside Avenue, Williston Park, New York 11596-2196

WWW.HZINSURANCE.COM
Like us on Facebook. Follow us on Twitter.

“FAST, EFFCIENT SERVICE”

Raymond Haller / Kevin Zaremba
(516) 746-2150

Troop 201 Pancake Breakfast
Send Some Scouts to Philmont!

Boy Scout Troop 201, the Griz-
zly Troop, will be hosting a pancake 
breakfast at the Albertson Hook and 
Ladder Firehouse on Sunday, March 
26, 2017 between 8 a.m. and 12 noon.

For $5.00 you can feast on delicious 

hot pancakes, as well as sausages, bagels, 
coffee, tea and juice and help the boys 
raise funds to go on a 10 day high ad-
venture trip to Philmont Scout Ranch 
in Cimarron, New Mexico
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