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Rest In Peace Monsignor McDonaldThe Molly Murphy Memorial Run - 2018
By Rev. Sean Magaldi

I came to know Monsignor James McDonald as Pastor at St. Aidan, my 
home parish.  He often spoke movingly about his love for the Catholic Church, 
Mary, the Mother of God, and Jesus.  Knowing that he wanted to be a priest 
since he was six years old, Monsignor McDonald dedicated his entire life to 
the priesthood. Monsignor McDonald rarely took time off, as he never really 
wanted to do anything other than being a priest.  He made himself available to 
the people of Williston Park, and anyone who sought his help, at all times of the 
day.  I remember speaking to him one day after he went to give the last rites of 
the Catholic Church to a man at 4 a.m., and how happy he was to be able to be 
with the man and his family at the end of his life here on earth.  

I first met Monsignor McDonald during the spring semester of my freshman 
year at Adelphi University. I had attended a retreat at the Seminary of the 
Immaculate Conception.  After the retreat was over, as I was getting ready 
to leave and was walking out with my dad, Monsignor McDonald, who was 
the rector of the Seminary at the time, was waiting by the door.  Monsignor 
McDonald took off his Roman collar, held it up against my neck and said, “this 
would look good on you.”  That first encounter with Monsignor McDonald, 
was certainly not the last.  Monsignor McDonald was with me when I had the 
privilege of celebrating my first mass as a Catholic priest.

Monsignor McDonald had a long career, and many parishes on Long Island 
knew the pleasure of his pastoral care.  He was ordained a priest at St. Agnes 
Cathedral on May 27, 1967.  His first assignment as a priest was Associate Pastor 
at St. Matthew in Dix Hills.  He also served as Associate Pastor at St. Aloysius in 

Great Neck, Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Lindenhurst, St. Joseph, Kings Park, 
and Ss Cyril and Methodius, Deer Park.  He was named Pastor of St. John the 
Evangelist in Center Moriches in 1990.  Following his assignment at St. John, he 
returned to St. Matthew as pastor in 2000.  In 2006, he was named the Rector 
of the Seminary of the Immaculate Conception.  In June of 2009, Monsignor 
James McDonald was appointed to be the pastor of St. Aidan.

Monsignor Mc Donald loved St. Aidan’s and was loved by the parishioners in 
return.  His funeral mass on November 21st was filled with people who wanted 
to say goodbye, and to pray for him.  The people of St. Aidan’s will miss him 
tremendously, and so will I.

A Grateful Holiday Greeting
The entire staff of the Williston Post would like to thank all of 

our readers, advertisers, and contributors for their generous support 
and encouragement throughout this past year.  

We hope that you are able to enjoy the Holiday with 
family and friends and wish you all a very Merry and Blessed 
Christmas, hope that yours was a Happy Hanukah and that you 
enjoy the very best of health and prosperity for the New Year.

We extend a wish for Peace on Earth to all people, here at 
home and throughout the world, and a special wish for peace and 
good health for all of our veterans and peace and safety to all 
who are in harm’s way defending our nation abroad, and as first 
responders, protecting us here at home.

God bless us all, every one!

The 5th annual Williston Park 5K 
Fun Run in honor of Molly Murphy 
took place on a chilly but beautiful 
November 24th.  

Starting at Kelleher Field, the par-
ticipants followed a course through the 
Village, to the cheers of friends and the 
encouragement of their fellow runners.  
It was for some a friendly competition 
against each other, or against prior per-
sonal bests.  For others it was just a jog 
through the streets but, for everyone 
who participated, it was a morning of 
community fun, in a good cause.  

The proceeds raised by the race 
were donated to cancer research and 
to the ongoing activities of the Willis-
ton Park Recreation Committee, and 
who could have a better reason to run 
than that?

Congratulations to all of the run-
ners; congratulations and thanks to the 
many volunteers without whom none 
of this could have happened. 
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A Time To Give Thanks
We have much to be grateful for 

here in the Willistons, and among 
them are our many veterans, who have 
served our country with courage and 
distinction in times of war and peace.  
Veterans’ Day 2018 was a reminder 
that the holiday was originally Armi-
stice Day and marked the end of World 
War I.  

The Day was observed in both 
villages.  In Williston Park, members 
of Veterans of Foreign Wars Corpo-
ral Theodore G. Neir Post 1688 and 
American Legion Williston Post 144 
and Auxiliary Unit 144 held their 
Annual Veteran’s Day Ceremonies to 
honor all veterans who through their 
valor and heroism protected our coun-
try and our way of life.

In East Williston, in addition to the 
observance, the Village noted with sad-
ness the passing of VFW Post 1688 Past 
Commander Charlie Boyd.   Mr. Boyd 
conducted the November 11th cere-
monies on the Village Green for many 
years.  In recognition of this service, 
and his service to our Country, East 
Williston Mayor David Tanner, and the 
Village Board, presented Mr. Boyd’s 
family with a plaque, and named Mr. 
Boyd an Honorary Resident of the 
Village of East Williston.

At the conclusion of the ceremo-
nies, the assembled veterans were invit-
ed by Pastor Jake Allstaedt of St. John’s 
Lutheran Church in Williston Park to 
take part in the Church’s Second An-
nual Veteran’s Day Luncheon.
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Remember to Get Your Car Checked
Before Winter Sets In

Friends Who Give
By Denise Heckelman

Friends Who Give was started 3 years ago as a way to teach my children that 
giving can be just as rewarding as receiving. What better way than to support a 
giving event, but to keep it local, in the towns of Mineola, Williston Park and 
Albertson. Many friends and neighbors felt as I did, that chore money, some from 
your piggy bank, tooth fairy money, cash earned from babysitting could be do-
nated to help a local family in need, and with that, Friends Who Give was started, 
and has grown rapidly.  This year, #friendswhogive doubled last year’s GIVING, 
collecting $3000 in cash and gift cards, as well as carloads of toys.

This event only works because so many feel that giving back to those that need 
makes the heart feel good. Our children are our future and it is our responsibility 
to teach them to be generous.  On December 1st, the participants gathered to 
collect the gifts and to arrange to distribute them.  Highlights of the day included 
the #KindnessCrew table, where children wrote a happy message on cards to be 
placed on car windshields throughout our town, a Mineola “Santa in shorts” who 
arrived with his family with an entire van load of toys, and friends and neighbors 
arriving with cookies, bagels and such to be shared by all.

Each child who participated received a free Friends Who Give t-shirt, a cup 
of hot cocoa, and the knowledge that they had participated in an event that did 
a world of good for people in need.  The proceeds were distributed to schools in 
our district, the Nassau Community College Children’s Greenhouse (a program 
that helps single moms attend college classes while their babies are cared for) and 
several local families in need.  

We were put on Earth to do good things, and much good was done on De-
cember 1st.  Well done, and Merry Christmas!

We at The Williston Post have been given the wonderful opportunity 
to write about generous people in our Community who make life better for 
everyone around them by their constant acts of kindness.  

Elsewhere in this issue we were able to report on the Alford family’s 
annual Thanksgiving feast.  Last month we were able to tell you of children 
in East Williston who donated their lemonade stand money to the Library’s 
Great Giveback program.  There are many opportunities to do good here in 
the Willistons, and elsewhere, and we love to tell our readers about them.  

Many thanks to the Heckelman family, and friends, and all who support-
ed this and so many other good works.



The Williston Post, December 2018

8

The Williston Post, December 2018

9

Winter Events at Clark GardenRoosevelt Field Bloomingdale’s Promotes
Charity Sales Through Tzu Chi Foundation

Whatever the season, there is always something interesting to do at Clark Bo-
tanic Garden.  Here are some examples:

Town Hosts Winter Wonderland at Clark Botanic Garden

The Town of North Hempstead will once again be hosting Winter Wonder-
land at Clark Botanic Garden from Sunday, December 16 to Wednesday, De-
cember 19. Each day will have different activities to entertain all members of the 
family including train displays inside and outside.  The event is free of charge to 
all residents. Residents are requested to bring an unwrapped toy for the Toys for 
Tots collection. Winter Wonderland is sponsored by the Bethpage Federal Credit 
Union.

Winter Wonderland will kick off on Sunday, December 16 from 2 p.m. to 6 
p.m. with a holiday story time, live animal shows every hour with Ranger Eric 
Powers of Your Connection to Nature, music and hot chocolate, a train ride, arts 

and crafts and indoor and outdoor train displays.  
On Monday December 17, from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. bring your dog to a ‘Winter 

Pawty’ for a stroll through the Garden’s light and train displays and have your dog’s 
photo taken with Santa!  Free treats will be provided by Unleashed by Petco.  In 
addition, Long Road Home Rescue, Inc. from Manhasset will be in the Garden 
with dogs for adoption.

Tuesday, December 18 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. will feature a holiday balloon and 
magic show.  Visitors will be able to enjoy live magic shows at 4:30 p.m. and 5:30 
p.m. plus other holiday fun. 

On Wednesday December 19 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m., Winter Wonderland will 
feature a PJ DJ party!  Wear your favorite pajamas and come on down for a dance 
party with DJ Gary.  The Marines will stop by to collect the Toys for Tots and San-
ta will make a special appearance with the Albertson Fire Department! 

For more information, please call 311 or visit www.northhempsteadny.gov

Clark Botanic Garden Sponsors 50th Anniversary Photo Exhibit 

Founded in 1969, Clark Botanic Garden will be celebrating its 50th Anniversa-
ry in 2019. The Town is planning a year-long celebration filled with events, work-
shops and special guest lecturers to help commemorate this landmark anniversary.

As part of its upcoming Anniversary celebration, North Hempstead Town Su-
pervisor Judi Bosworth, the Town Board and the Town’s Parks and Recreation 
Department are calling for entries to be featured in a photo exhibit to illustrate 
the beauty of Clark Botanic Garden over the past 50 years.  Submissions are being 
accepted until January 18, 2019 and will be on display next spring in the Clark 
House.

Photo submission requirements:
• Only one photo can be submitted per person
• Digital photos can be emailed to Photos@northhempsteadny.gov 
• Please include the following information in the submission email: -Photog-
rapher’s name, contact information, place of residence, and a brief description 
of the photo including when the photo was taken.
Physical copies of photos can be dropped off at the Clark House at Clark Bo-

tanic Garden, 193 I.U. Willets Road, Albertson. Please include the above informa-
tion when dropping off a copy of the photo.  

Above, the indoor train sets at Clark Botanic Garden. Below, Supervisor Judi Bosworth 
reading a holiday story to children by the fire at a past Winter Wonderland. 

A monarch butterfly at Clark Botanic Garden

By Pauline Chun

On  Sunday, November 11, 
Bloomingdale’s at Roosevelt Field 
promoted a  charity sales through Tzu 
Chi Foundation.  Bloomingdale’s cre-
ated a particular purchase barcode for 
the Tzu Chi Foundation for this one 
day charity sales event.  Bloomingda-
le’s donated 10% of purchases made by 
customers who used the barcode to 
the charitable activities of the Tzu Chi 
Foundation. 

Energetic volunteers started the 
promotion around noon, as they set up 
booths to do Chinese art and craft with 
customers. At the same time volunteers 
introduced the public to the many and 
various community services provid-
ed by Tzu Chi Long Island Branch to 
community residents. A performance 
of an Chinese ancient musical instru-
ment, the Guzheng, was offered, and 

three sessions of a Lion Dance brought 
joy to the crowd throughout the day.  

As the boisterous lion dance went 
on, a shopper asked if the performance 
was part of a  Chinese festival day.  She 
was informed by a Tzu Chi volunteer 
that, while it was not a festival day, 
it was a very good day to do a good 
deed.  She was told that if she swiped 
the Tzu Chi barcode at checkout, she 
would perform a good deed by en-
abling a 10% donation to help people 
who are in need, such as the victims of 
the recent California wildfires. 

The event turned out as a good 
business day for Bloomingdale’s, and 
also a harvest day for the Tzu Chi 
Foundation, which raised almost 
$9,700 for the needy.  It is good to see 
how much Love and Kindness circu-
lates in our Long Island communities.  
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A Message From
The Alford Family

A Thanksgiving Weekend Treat St. Aidan’s 90th Anniversary Celebration 
At The Jericho Terrace

Ever since we began publishing The Williston Post we have had the privilege 
and pleasure of writing about wonderful community volunteers who do extraor-
dinary things to make life better for friends, neighbors and, in many cases, people 
they don’t even know.  The members of the Alford family are a part of this list.  As 
our readers know, every year they spend their family Thanksgiving preparing and 
delivering meals, and companionship, to people who otherwise would go hungry 
or, perhaps even worse, spend a joyous holiday in loneliness. 

They sent this warm thank you letter to us, but in a very real sense we thank 
them for this wonderful family project.  Many of us wonder whether we could 
do something like this, something to make lives better here, so it is worth reading 
the list of community organizations that assist them with their work because it is 
a list of potential possibilities for anyone who wants to make a difference.  There 
are many opportunities to spend your time and talents in service of others.  Look 
for an organization in your parish, your village, your neighborhood, and just pitch 
in.  You will find it is the greatest gift that you can give to others, and the greatest 
gift that you can give to yourself as well.

In the meantime the staff of The Williston Post say thank you to the Alfords, 
and to all who assisted them, in making Thanksgiving something to be thankful 
for!

To the Editor:

To all those who roasted a turkey or donated one, made desserts, baked 
breads, donated drinks, gave money, made a card, decorated a bag, helped 
us pack or helped us deliver…we thank you from the bottom of our hearts 
for your help in making our Thanksgiving delivery project a success!

With the help of so many, we provided the fixings for 30 families in 
need to make their own meal.  It included over 15 pounds of fresh 
produce, a frozen turkey, and all the side ingredients. 330 hot meals 
were delivered throughout Nassau County on Thanksgiving afternoon to 
homebound seniors, each accompanied by a visit.  In all, 495 were fed!

We are grateful for the beautiful cards, letters, and drawings made by 
the students at Cathedral Nursery School in Garden City, Unqua 
Elementary in Massapequa, and the Wantagh Middle School.  200 bags were 
hand decorated by Ms. Pashayan’s art classes at Stewart School in Garden 
City.

None of this would have been possible without the generous support from 
the following groups: Rotary Club of Williston Park, Grace Assembly of 
God Church, Garden City Foundation, Kiwanis Club of County Seat, the 
Mineola - Garden City Rotary Club, Restaurant Depot, Garden City 
Teachers and Students, and Cathedral Nursery School.  A special thank 
you goes to Robert Auricchio, whose fresh produce made the meals extra 
special.

We are honored to coordinate this program that only continues because of 
your generous hearts.  Have a wonderful holiday season!

The Alford Family
- John, Melinda, Amelie, Courtney, Meghan, Peter, and Tim

Thursday Evening, November 
15th, 2018 was the night for all St. 
Aidan Parishioners to celebrate 90 
Years of Sharing Christ!  The weath-
er was terrible, but while there was a 
freezing snow storm outside, nothing 
could stop the celebration inside the 
Jericho Terrace.  The festivities began 
in June with the opening Mass and 
BBQ, through ceremonies honoring 
St. Aidan on August 31, to spotlight-
ing every aspect of Parish life and 
community in September, October 
and November.  On this evening the 
celebrations came to their conclusion 
full speed. It was with mixed emotions 
that we forged ahead because the man 
who wanted this celebration, Monsi-
gnor McDonald, who was the force 
behind the 90th Anniversary celebra-
tion, was gravely ill.  

The night was filled with laugh-
ter, memories, friendship and a beau-
tiful sense of belonging.  Father Jeff 
Yildirmaz graciously spoke for Mon-
signor, our former pastor, Monsignor 
Hayden gave a lovely toast, Monsignor 
Sheridan, Fathers Kevin Dillon, Solo-
mon Odinukwe and Isaac Punnamoct-
til were all in attendance. Flowers were 
given to Mary Lou Grady, Karen Su-
ero-Chairladies and Helene Packer 

Journal Chair.  Seating was beautifully 
arranged by Maureen Healy and Pat 
Mars.

The Jericho Terrace was beauti-
fully decorated, and the room carried 
the parish colors of green and gold 
while monitors throughout the room 
showed pictures of 90 fruit-filled years 
and special thank yous to our fabulous 
sponsors.  Music was by the one and 
only Steve Griffin who, with his son, 
got everyone up and involved. Food 
was excellent and the service perfect 
especially under Anthony Petronella’s 
skillful guidance. 

Upon arrival people were given a 
bracelet (one of six colors) representing 
6 qualities of salvation, reflecting Msgr. 
McDonald’s stated goal was to get ev-
eryone to Heaven.  The centerpiece 
also had special meaning: each lantern 
contained 4 pictures of the Church 
Old and New, St. Aidan and our Parish 
Logo.  Celtic wooden crosses were on 
the four corners representing Ireland 
(the land of St. Aidan), topped by flow-
ers and a dove representing the Holy 
Spirit. This sat on top of a lovely base 
with green and gold flowers. 

People were asked how long they 
were in the parish and Jane Cashin 
won a prize for the longest member-
ship. Each table gave a tribute to Mon-
signor McDonald for all of his many 
good works on behalf of the Parish 
and the parishioners. The Rosary Altar 
Society gave green and gold pencils to 
all the children in the schools to mark 
the occasion. The Journal is excellent 
and to top off the evening a book on 
the Windows of St. Aidan, prepared by 
the Liturgy Committee, was given to 
remind us all of the beauty that sur-
rounds us as we sit in our beautiful 
Church. 

In contrast to the evening’s festivi-
ties, the next morning we were to learn 
that Monsignor James McDonald had 
died.  We are so blessed to have known 
him, and will never forget that there is 
no place like St. Aidan’s. 

By James Daw

Anyone who knows me knows 
that Thanksgiving is my favorite 
among the major holidays, for a lot 
of reasons.  Despite the worst efforts 
of chain stores to spoil it by opening 
on the day itself, for the most part it 
hasn’t been commercialized.  It’s just 
a wonderful chance to enjoy a meal 
and a day with friends and family.  
However, nobody will call it a restful 
holiday.  If you’re hosting the feast, 
cooking is a major task, even if you 
enjoy cooking, as many do.  The need 
to get the turkey just right, at just the 
right time, can be stress inducing.  If 
you aren’t hosting the feast there’s 
travel, about which the less said, the 
better.

There is one relaxing exception 
though, and that’s the Sunday at 
the conclusion of the long holiday 
weekend.  If you are fortunate enough 
to have the day off, it’s the perfect 

opportunity for brunch with friends 
in the late morning/early afternoon.  
This year Kathy and I had the chance 
to enjoy just such a brunch at Cop-
perhill, with old friends, on a beautiful 
Sunday morning.  The week leading 
up to the holiday had been a stressful 
one for me, and our trip home from 
a Thanksgiving holiday with our son 
in Vermont had not been particularly 
restful, so a chance for brunch was 
particularly delightful.  The conver-
sation was great, as was the food and 
service.  The room was full but we 
still had the chance to take our time 
over the meal, with no obligation 
other than to enjoy it, which we did.

Life is full of small pleasures that 
should never be taken for granted.  
Particularly around Thanksgiving, 
these moments are things for which, 
as the traditional Grace has it, we 
should be  truly grateful.    
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Wheatley Fall Sports Award Night Fourth Graders Serve As 
Village Officials For A Day

Thank You, Mother Christina

On Tuesday, November 13th, the Athletic Department hosted the Fall Sports 
Award night to honor our student-athletes’ achievements, contributions and ef-
forts from this past fall season. These athletes demonstrated outstanding athletic 
and scholastic ability that has earned them a well-deserved reputation as leaders 
among their peers. It was a great night and was so happy to see many of the ath-
letes accompanied by their families. Thank you to Michael Scaturro, our Director 
of Health, Physical Education, Athletics, Medical Services and FCS, and to our 
coaches Michael Kunkel, Herman Lim, Terry Grace, Angel Rivero, Robin Lee, 
Darryl Strabuk, Steve Cadet, Joe Virgilio, Tom Greeley, Dan Walsh, and Michelle 
Santoro for hosting a terrific evening for our students and their families.

Congratulations to all the athletes who were recognized and received awards. 
Below is a listing of the students and the awards they won:

Varsity Boys Cross Country: Wildcat--Ubaidullah Hassan; Coaches--
Theodore Koutsoftas; Unsung Hero: Yan Jun Lin.

Varsity Girls Cross Country:  Wildcat--Emilia Keys; Coaches--Amanda 
Ustick; Unsung Hero- Julia Schriefer.

Varsity Boys Soccer: Wildcat--Olalekan Oshodi; Coaches--Zachary Schloss; 
Unsung Hero-- Nicholas Monachelli.

JV Boys Soccer: Spirit--Gabriel Fallarino; Spirit--Jeremy Kang; Spirit--
Michael Vitucci.

Varsity Girls Soccer:  Wildcat--Katharine Gold; Coaches--Alexis Burke; 
Unsung Hero--Kaitlin Schriefer.

JV Girls Soccer:  Spirit--Jade Sullivan; Spirit--Jaime Behar.

Varsity Girls Tennis: Wildcat--Charlotte Goldbaum; Coaches--Brooke 
Schwartz; Unsung Hero- Sarah Chimerine

JV Girls Tennis:  Spirit--Laken Pomerantz; Spirit--Emma Melnikov.
Varsity Football:  Wildcat--Brian Cumming; Coaches--Lance Costa; Unsung 
Hero--Andrew Khafif.

JV Football:  Spirit--Anthony Gracia;  Spirit: Daniel Piscopia 

Varsity Volleyball: Wildcat--Jamie Ryan;  Wildcat--Sofia Greenfield; Coaches-
-Irene Lountzis.

JV Volleyball:  Spirit--Anne Koszalka;  Spirit--Olivia Palmieri.

On November 17th the Village of Williston Park held its annual Village Offi-
cials for a Day meeting. Winners from the Village’s annual 4th grade essay writing 
contest came to the Village Hall and worked with the Village Officials to present 
the monthly board meeting. 

Winners were from St. Aidan School, Center Street School and Jackson Ave-
nue School.  Once the Village Trustees chose the overall winners, the individual 
students were chosen for their positions by having their names drawn from a hat. 

They all did a fantastic job, and perhaps someday they will serve as elected offi-
cials in their own right.  Congratulations to them all!  Here are the winners, their 
schools, and the offices they held: Mayor--Emma Flood, Center Street School; 
Deputy Mayor—Brianna Griffith, Center Street School; Trustee Carr--Christo-
pher Tercynski, Jackson Avenue School; Trustee O’Brien—Adyson Laffey, Jackson 
Avenue School; Trustee Uttaro—Susan Molloy, St. Aidan School; Village Clerk/
Treasurer Kain—Antonio Santos, St. Aidan School. 

As the year draws to a close we find ourselves having to say goodbye to Mother 
Christina van Liew, the first Rector of the Episcopal Church of the Resurrection.  

Starting with the new year, Mother Christina will serve as Rector at St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church, in Farmingdale.  

Mother Christina has been a nurturing 
force within the Church, from its beginning 
with the merger of St. Andrew’s Episcopal 
Church in Williston Park, and the Episcopal 
Church of the Nativity in Mineola in 2011.  

She has been a spiritual leader to that 
Congregation, as well as involving herself in 
many Community activities in and out of 
the Church.  She has been an active mem-
ber of the Williston Park Rotary Club, and 
has served (and will continue to serve) as the 
Chaplain of the Albertson Fire Department.  

Mother Christina has done much to make 
the Episcopal Church of the Resurrection a 
presence in the Community, from offering a 
wide range of spiritual activities (open to all), to the annual Pet-a-Palooza at the 
Church.  

Hers is a vibrant personality, that brings joy to faith, and she will be missed by 
us here in Williston Park. 

God speed, Mother Christina!
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Wings Host Paint Night

The Wings of NYU Winthrop 
Hospital recently hosted a Paint Night 
at The Little Art Studio in East Willis-
ton.  The lively group created festive 
wine glasses to help them celebrate the 
upcoming holiday season.  

Thanks to Eric and his wonderful 
staff for a wonderful evening. 

Clockwise from top left, our wonderful Instructors Mary and Erica; 
Finished Products!; Liz Menges and Karen Wiley; Chris and Carolyn 
Marzo proudly display their peacock themed creations; the Group.

An Evening Of
Giving

By Frank Oliveri

On the night of November 13th, members of The Rotary Club of Williston 
Park gather at Sangria 71 to recognize some of the individuals and organizations 
that help people in our community in so many ways. 

Dr. Leonard Krilov, Chairman of Pediatrics, Dr. Mark Weinblatt, Chief of the 
Cancer Center for Kids, NYU Winthrop Hospital, and Ms. Heather Dall’ Aste, 
representing the Cancer Center for Kids received a check for $2,500.00 for the 
Cancer Center for Kids.

Mr. John Alford with family members received a check for $1,000.00 for the 
Alford Family Foundation that delivers Thanksgiving Dinners to approximately 
450 individuals and families. The Alford Family have bee providing Thanksgiving 
Dinners for twenty three years.

Mr. Jose Fernandez received a check for $500.00 for the Juvenile Diabetes 
Foundation’s Team Tonio, in support for his nephew Antonio.

On a sad note, the Rotarians said goodbye to Mother Christina van Liew, of 
the Episcopal Church of the Resurrection, who has been transferred to St. John’s 
Episcopal Church in Farmingdale.  

The Evening of Giving is an opportunity for members and friends of Rota-
ry Club to collect toys for the children whoare currently being cared for at the 
NYU Winthrop Cancer Center for Kids. The toys are delivered to the Center the 
week after Thanksgiving.  (You can read about this elsewhere in this edition of 
The Williston Post.)

The members of The Rotary Club of Williston Park would like to thank Mr. 
Fernandez and his staff for a wonderful evening at Sangria 71 and his continued 
support to the community.  They also offer their thanks to the many residents of 
the Willistons, and members of the business community of the Willistons, who do 
so much to make the work of the Rotary Club possible.
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Tues & Fri  9:00 AM to 5:00 PM
Wed  9:00 AM to 6:30 PM
Thurs  9:00 AM to 8:30 PM
Sat  9:00 AM to 5:00 PM
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Taking Care Of Your Garden Before 
Winter Comes In

Herricks Celebrates 75 Years
Of Outstanding Music

By Margo Bores

With the approach of winter, most 
gardeners find themselves presented 
with the difficult question of what to 
do first.  The obvious answer is to get 
rid of the obvious problems. For ex-
ample, to promote health you should 
prune dead and damaged branches 
from trees and shrubs.  

For a tree, cut the branch just out-
side the branch collar on the trunk 
or on the main limb. The collar is the 
enlarged part of a branch that attaches 
the branch to the tree or on a main 
limb. Second remove diseased growth, 
branches too close to the ground, 
crossing and rubbing branches, water 
sprouts and suckers. Water sprouts are 
upright, vigorous-growing branches 
that appear in clumps along a limb. 
Suckers are shoots that come out of 
the ground, around a tree, from the 
root – stock.

Pruning promotes health and vigor 
to your trees and bushes.

It keeps up appearances, enhances 
natural form, show cases the beauty 
of the tree or bush, increases flower-
ing and yield from fruit trees and ber-
ry bushes, controls size and guiding 
growth. Pruning helps keep woody 
plants healthy, proper pruning can also 
enhance the natural pattern of growth 

of a shrub or tree. Pruning can im-
prove flowering and fruit set as it con-
trols its size. Sometimes you can prune 
out growth as preventive medicine, or 
eliminate a disease. Proper pruning can 
solve problems that many young or 
old trees and bushes may have.

Garden debris is a favorite winter 
home for many harmful insects which 
attach eggs, cocoons, or lava to the 
stems and leaves of dried and faded 
plants. By cleaning out your garden 
beds now you will help to eliminate 
pest and disease problems next season.

This past summer the weather was 
hot and wet which encouraged the 
spread of black spot, crown rot which 
are fungal diseases. When black spot 
attacks roses it causes the affected 
leaves to drop and then collect on the 
ground under the plant. Black Spot 

will then spread quickly from these 
diseased leaves, to other plants, espe-
cially when the weather is warm and 
wet next year. Therefore, make sure 
you clean out all plant leaves that are 

nestled under rose bushes, do it now, 
then again when tree leaves are blown 
there later this fall.

Now is the time to put your garden 
to sleep properly. 

As the harvest season winds down 
and your garden turns from green to 
gold, there are still a few chores to be 
done. Putting the garden properly to 
bed can yield a substantial payoff in 
the form of earlier, healthier spring 
produce. Sowing cover crops such as 
alfalfa and winter rye will protect your 
garden beds from erosion and compac-
tion of the soil and will provide nutri-
ents when they are tilled under in the 
spring. 

A clean winter garden will be less 
likely to harbor pests and weeds. The 
soil that is cultivated, fertilized and 
mulched will save you valuable time 

and labor when planting season comes 
next year.

The Herricks community came to-
gether on Nov. 3 to honor the 75th 
anniversary of the Herricks Music De-
partment, thanks to the collaborative 
efforts of the Herricks Public Schools 
and Music Boosters. More than 1,100 
guests and upwards of 350 student mu-
sicians filed into Herricks High School 
for an evening gala that featured out-
standing performances by students in 
kindergarten through grade 12.  

As one of the largest-attended dis-
trictwide events in Herricks history, 
the anniversary celebration was split 
into two rooms and concert presen-
tations in order to accommodate the 
audience. Throughout the evening, 
remarks were shared from Director 
of Music and Performing Arts Anissa 
Arnold, Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
Fino Celano, Class of 1966 graduate 
Dr. Michael Fishkin, Herricks High 
School Principal Joan Keegan and 
High School Director of Bands Scott 
Stickley, who served as Master of Cer-
emonies. Tri-M students helped set up 
and break down, served food and fa-
cilitated performance transitions, and 
STAC teacher Luke DeLalio and his 
students managed the sound system.

The Searingtown School third-
grade, Center Street School kinder-
garten and Denton Avenue School 
first-grade groups represented the 
elementary level performers. From 
Herricks Middle School, the Wind 
Ensemble, Chamber Orchestra and 
Chamber Choir took the spotlight, 
while Herricks High School show-
cased its Chamber Choir, Jazz Choir, 
Wind Ensemble, Blue Jazz Band, 
Chamber Orchestra and Jazz Combo 
that performed pieces from various 
cultures and genres. 

“It was a powerful and magical 
night in which the community came 
together to celebrate music,” said Ms. 
Arnold, who developed the idea for 
the celebration and teamed up with 
Music Boosters to make it a reality. 
“The evening was inspiring and really 

said what Herricks is all about.” 
“Congratulations on reaching this 

wonderful milestone of seventy-five 
years of excellence,” said Dr. Celano. 
“Music emotes a variety of emotions. 
Thank you for bringing joy and happi-
ness into our lives over all these years.” 

“We appreciate the work ethic be-
hind your long hours of practice, the 
tenacity of scheduled rehearsals, and 
the love and passion for music that 
motivates and fuels the entire depart-
ment and has led you down the road 
of success,” said Board of Education 

President Juleigh Chin. “Continue to 
chase the dream and strive for great-
ness.” 

Current and former music teach-
ers and musicians gathered with oth-
er members of the community who 
helped shape Herricks music over the 
years. Many Music Department alum-
ni with bright success stories provided 
reflections on “What Herricks Music 
Means to Me,” which were shared in 
the evening’s program booklet. 

The foundations of the Music De-
partment were set when the district 

was established in 1813, and it offi-
cially took form in 1943 with a dis-
trictwide expansion. The band and 
string programs flourished under the 
guidance of William Dwyer and Belle 
Lewis, respectively. Ray Anderson 
and Fran Zogaib joined the leader-
ship team in the 1960s as orchestra 
and chorus directors. The first district 
music director, Kay North and more 
recently, John McNeur, played integral 
roles in making the program one of 
excellence. 

Elementary school children performed at the 75th anniversary of the Herricks Music Department.



The Williston Post, December 2018

18

The Williston Post, December 2018

19

A Holiday Tradition Continues
The first week in December is traditionally the time 

when the Willistons kick off the holiday season with a 
festive ceremonial tree lighting.  

December 2 and December 10 were both on the chilly 
side this year, but nothing could dampen the holiday 
spirit of those who came out to enjoy time with friends, 
a visit from Santa, and the beautiful holiday decorations 
in each of the villages.
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East Williston Library News

It has been a very busy month for the East Williston Public Library, with nu-
merous interesting programs for patrons of all ages.  Here is a sampling of the 
events:

Holiday Plates

East Williston tweens had an opportunity to create their own holiday plates 
under the guidance of Nancy and Mary from The Little Art Studio in East Wil-
liston.  Holiday tables throughout East Williston were made considerably more 
festive as a result.

Jester Jim

On November 30th, young library patrons and their families were delighted 
by the energetic performance of Jester Jim, whose combination of sound, comedy, 
balancing, and juggling tricks have resulted in his having been voted the “Best 
Family Show” by Entertainment America.   The appreciative audience would cer-
tainly have reason to agree with that vote.

Plant Night

On November 29th the adults, and on November 30th teens had the oppor-
tunity to create their own plant displays with Jamie Cutinella and Stephanie Keys.  
Using materials provided through the courtesy of Zaino Nursery, everyone went 
home with a beautiful miniature garden.

Gnocchi!

The holidays are a time for delicious food, and few things are better than fresh 
home- made gnocchi.  On December 6th, Jamie Cutinella showed a room full of 
library patrons how to create this delicious Italian treat.  

Breakfast With Santa

The Village Meeting Room was filled with families enjoying a delicious break-
fast, and meeting with Santa and his helpers, including Mrs. Claus, on December 
9th.  Music was provided by Phil Dee, and as you can see from the photos, a great 
time was had by all.
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John H. Geager, DDS
Providing all phases of general

and family dentistry
in Williston Park since 1983

653 Willis Ave, Williston Park, NY
516-248-2116

Evening and Saturday appointments 
are available.
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OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT 
OUR COMMUNITY, OUR SCHOOLS, 

OUR NON PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS 
AND OUR VILLAGES.

PLEASE SUPPORT THEM.

Seen Around Town - The Turkey Bowl

A Local Hero Continues To Serve

It’s a long standing East Williston tradition to play some football at Northside before sitting down to 
Thanksgiving dinner, and this year was no exception.  

The unusual cold did nothing to chill the spirits of the players.  Here are some boys who clearly had a great time and are 
now ready to go home, clean up, (help with getting the dinner ready?), and enjoy this wonderful holiday. 

This past month we celebrated Vet-
erans Day, and a reader wrote to us to 
introduce a local veteran, WWII vet-
eran and infantry sergeant Tony Cata-
lano.  We would like to share his story 
with you.  

The reader, Audrey Santosus, met 
Mr. Catalano at a VFW Veterans’ Day 
ceremony this year, where he spoke of 
his experiences in war, and his involve-
ment with the Albertson VFW Post. 
Mr. Catalano is a Brooklyn native.  

He was drafted into the Army at 
the age of 21 and, after serving with 
the Air Corps for a year, transferred 
into the infantry.  He spoke of serving 
in winter, in deep snow, building walls 
from the snow itself to fend off the 
frigid cold winds at night, and of the 
many sacrifices of his friends during 
that most difficult time.  He shared 
some old photos with Ms. Santosus, 
which you can see below.

Mr. Catalano continues to serve to-
day through his activities in Albertson 

VFW Post 5253, although he reports 
that unit suffers from declining mem-
bership.  He feels that this is unfortu-
nate, because of the importance of the 
VFW in assisting veterans who have 
returned from duty overseas.  

Williston Park also has a VFW Post, 
the Corporal Theodore G. Nier Post 
# 1688, which meets in the Williston 
Park Village Hall and it, too, is experi-
encing a decline in membership.  

If you or someone you know has 

served overseas, and would be interest-
ed in joining the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, you can contact the Nier Post 
(if you live in Williston Park or East 
Williston) at 516-248-7826, or the Al-
bertson Post 5253 at 516-833-7536.  
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Herricks Moot 
Court Excels

Brandon Stalters
On The Way To Success

The Herricks High School Moot Court Team had the opportunity to meet 
Federal District Court Judge Joseph F. Bianco after winning the first of two moot 
court matches against Great Neck South High School on November 13 at the 
Nassau Supreme Court in Mineola.

The Herricks team went on to win its second match against Baldwin High 
School later that evening. 

Moot Court Team members Prerit Chaudhary, Melissa Lau, Shreya Rao and 
Alicia Slavit should be very proud of their performance. 

Photo courtesy of Herricks Public Schools

Rotary Brings 
Toys To Cancer Center 

For Kids

East Williston School District Named
A Google Reference District

As part of the annual Evening of Giving, which took place at Sangria 71 on 
November 13th, members of the Williston Park Rotary Club collect toys to de-
liver to the Cancer Center for Kids at NYU-Winthrop. It is one of the highlights 
of the year for members of the Club.

As always, the Rotarians and guests who were in attendance were extremely 
generous, and on November 28th the Rotarians were able to deliver many toys 
for children who are receiving treatments at the Center.  

Brandon Stalters of Norton Mas-
sachusetts, the grandson of Carolyn 
Stalters of Williston Park, is making a 
name for himself in the theater.  

His proud grandmother reports 
that, recently, he was the Technical Di-
rector for his high school play “The 
Tempest”, by William Shakespeare. 

In addition to providing technical 
direction, Brandon also built the sets 
and oversaw the stage lighting. 

Brandon is in the process of apply-
ing to Salem State University in Sa-
lem, Massachusetts which has recently 
completed the construction of a state 
of the art theater center. 

Keep an eye out for Brandon’s 
name in the future on Broadway.

The East Williston School District 
has been named a Google Reference 
District.  The District is only the sec-
ond on Long Island, sixth in New York 
State, and 244th in the world to receive 
this honor. 

Google for Education Reference 
Districts are districts that demonstrate 
excellence and thought leadership 
through the innovative use of tech-
nology, including G Suite for Educa-
tion (formerly known as Google Apps 
for Education) and Chromebooks, to 
drive impact and positive learning out-
comes.

This award is the result of the lead-
ership of Director of Technology, In-
novation and Information Services, Ed 
Kemnitzer, the instructional technol-
ogy teachers, the technology teaching 

assistants, BOCES technology sup-
port, and the many staff members and 
teachers who work creatively to seam-
lessly integrate technology into their 

everyday classroom programs.  
These combined efforts, and of 

course the hard work of students, and 
support of their families, have served 

to maximize learning opportunities 
for all students of the East Williston 
School District.

Left, Students working in groups at Willets Road utilizing their Chromebooks during a geography lesson. Right, East Williston’s Director 
of Technology, Innovation, and Information Services, Ed Kemnitzer.
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Main              Street

Long Island Smile

We can do crowns in one visit with our 
Cerec Machine. Our new Solea Laser 
replaces the drill and anesthesia is not 

necessary for many procedures. 

101 Hillside Avenue, Suite A, 
Williston Park 
516-741-6202

info@longislandsmile.com

Williston Park Florist

Great Service, Great Prices, Friendly 
Atmosphere and Unique Designs

54 Hillside Avenue, Williston Park
516-747-5500

roslynflorist43@verizon.net

D&M Tax Reduction Services, Inc.

NY State Certified Assessor/Appraiser
Certified Paralegal

516-418-3939
mary@dmtaxreductions.com

Ceriello Fine Foods

Prime Beef, Homemade Sausage & 
Mozzarella, Cooked Meats with a 

Catering Service, Serving the Williston’s 
for nearly 40 years.

541 Willis Avenue, Williston Park
516-747-0277

info@ceriellofinefoods.com

Patricia Rummel Real Estate

We hope to make your Real Estate 
Experience pleasant and rewarding.

350 Hillside Avenue, Williston Park
516-746-5320

Rummelre@aol.com

State Farm - Williston Park

We protect and support Williston Park 
families for over forty years.

174 Hillside Avenue, Williston Park
516-741-7577

john@mastersonagency.com

Angelina’s Pizzeria Restaurant

29 Hillside Avenue
Williston Park
516-248-8200

angelinasofwillistonpark.com

John H. Geager D.D.S.

Providing all phases of general and family 
dentistry in Williston Park since 1983.

653 Willis Avenue
Williston Park, NY 11596

516-248-2116

Innovative Physical Therapy

Specializing in Hands-On Care approach
Individualized Current and Creative 

Treatment Methods

193 Jericho Turnpike
Mineola, NY 11501

516-747-2305

Albert Zolezzi Auto Body

Where we treat each customer as a friend 
and give them exceptonal service.

432 Willis Avenue
Williston Park, NY 11596

516-248-8716
nancyzolezzi13@gmail.com

“Hears” To You: 
Why Do So Many People Delay A

Solution To Better Hearing?

By Carolyn M. Genna, AuD, FAAA 

More than 22 million people in the United States have never tried hearing 
aids as a solution to their hearing loss. In one research investigation, close to 3,000 
individuals with self-reported hearing loss were polled regarding their reluctance 

to try hearing aids. 
Here are some of the reasons why they have declined 

to pursue them:

1. Inadequate information

Many people are not aware that they have a signifi-
cant hearing loss and therefore are in need of informa-
tion that would help them recognize it. Most people lose 
hearing gradually. In most cases, the person with hearing 
loss and family members learn to adapt to it, often not 
even realizing that they are doing this. 

The number one reason why people buy their very first hearing aid is the “rec-
ognition that their hearing got worse.” Usually this means they made embarrassing 
mistakes in society due to their untreated hearing loss. Thus, one of the first things 
individuals with suspected hearing loss should do is determine if they exhibit 
some of the signs of hearing loss.

2. Stigma and Cosmetics

Some people reject hearing aids because they are concerned with the stigma 
of hearing loss or are in a state of denial, and thus try to hide it from others. It’s 
unfortunate, but many people lose confidence in themselves simply because they 
have hearing loss. They believe others will think they’re getting older, less com-
petent, less attractive, and so on. They may also be embarrassed due to the fact 
that we live in a youth-oriented, airbrushed society where physical perfection is 
stressed as an important human attribute.

Cosmetics no longer need to be a barrier to obtaining amplification. Techno-
logical advances have permitted the hearing aid industry to develop hearing aids 
like invisible-in-the-canal (IIC) devices, which are completely invisible. 

Based on your hearing needs and the physical characteristics of your ears, you 
might be a candidate for these devices. It is likely that once you begin hearing 
through amplification your quality of life will be enhanced and cosmetics will be 
of less concern to you. 

3. Misdirected Medical Guidance

Many people have received misinformation about hearing aids from well-in-
tending physicians. 

For instance, many physicians have told their patients that they’re not candi-
dates for hearing aids if they have hearing loss in one ear and good hearing in the 
other (unilateral hearing loss); if they have “nerve deafness” (an obsolete term for 
sensorineural hearing loss); or if the hearing loss still allows them to conduct a 
conversation in quiet. Many times the doctor’s opinion will be based on the fact 
that the patient and doctor are able to conduct a face-to-face conversation in a 
quiet exam room. 

Much of this misinformation is given unintentionally by family physicians who 
do not specialize in hearing problems. In fact, most physicians receive very little 

training in medical school in the areas of hearing loss and hearing aids.

4. Not Realizing the Importance of Hearing

Another reason for rejection of hearing aids is that people have forgotten how 
important hearing is to their quality of life. 

We live in such a visually oriented society that, often, hearing plays a secondary 
role. As you probably know from your own experience, people who cannot hear 
well often experience anxiety, insecurity, isolation and depression. People gradu-
ally withdraw from family and friends because without auditory contact they lose 
the feeling of being connected. In essence, they grow numb to the world around 
them. But in life, communication is critical. We interact with one another through 
communication.

5. Unrecognized Value of Hearing Aids

Many people who have avoided amplification tend to believe there is little val-
ue in hearing aids. By low value they mistakenly assume that “hearing aids will not 
work for them,” and therefore, they will not derive any benefit. Both consumers 
and physicians have little knowledge of the potential benefit of hearing aids. In 
recent years, large-scale research has been published on the impact of hearing aids 
on quality of life for people who use hearing aids in the United States. 

Hearing aids have an impressive list of potential benefits, including greater 
earning power, improved interpersonal relationships, reduced discrimination to-
ward the person with the hearing loss, reduced difficulty in communicating, re-
duced anger, frustration, depression and anxiety, enhanced emotional stability, re-
duced social phobias, greater belief that you are in control of your life, increased 
self-esteem, improved perceptions of mental acuity, improved health status, greater 
level of outgoingness (e.g. extroversion) and the list goes on and on. 

Common Myths

Your hearing loss cannot be helped. In the past, many people with hearing loss 
in one ear, with a high frequency hearing loss, or with nerve damage have all been 
told they cannot be helped, often by their family practice physician. This might 
have been true many years ago, but with modern advances in technology, nearly 
95% of people with a sensorineural hearing loss can be helped with hearing aids.

My hearing loss is normal for my age. Isn’t this a strange way to look at things? 
But, do you realize that well-meaning doctors tell this to their patients every day? 
It happens to be “normal” for overweight people to have high blood pressure. That 
doesn’t mean they should not receive treatment for the problem.

Hearing aids will make me look “older” and “handicapped.” Looking older is 
clearly more affected by almost all other factors besides hearing aids. It is not the 
hearing aids that make one look older, it is what one may believe they imply. If 
hearing aids help you function like a normal hearing person, for all intents and 
purposes, the stigma is removed. But more importantly, keep in mind that “a hear-
ing loss is more obvious than a hearing aid.” Smiling and nodding your head when 
you don’t understand what’s being said, makes your condition more apparent than 
the largest hearing aid.

Dr. Genna maintains her audiology practice at 99 Hillside Avenue, in Williston Park.  
For an appointment you can call her office at 516-873-9742.
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HALLER - ZAREMBA INSURANCE

“Our 78th year serving all lOng island”

PersOnalized service fOr yOur 

hOme, autOmObile, life and business.

(Renters & Condo’s too!)

328 Hillside Avenue, Williston Park, New York 11596-2196

WWW.HZINSURANCE.COM
Like us on Facebook. Follow us on Twitter.

“FAST, EFFCIENT SERVICE”

Raymond Haller / Kevin Zaremba
(516) 746-2150
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Gifts That Keep On Giving
(The Gift of Dental Health!)

By John H. Geager, DDS

This holiday season, if you are look-
ing for a thoughtful gift for that special 
someone consider a gift that will aid 
with their dental health.  

Among the items you may consid-
er could be a “water-flosser”, or one 
of several different types of  power 
toothbrush.  As we know brushing and 
flossing are the most important things 
we can do for our teeth and gums. 
Powered brushes can be found in ver-
sions that are simple and inexpensive, 
or models that have more technologic 
features, including bluetooth connec-
tivity to your smartphone

A water flosser is the new addi-
tion to the dental home care toolbox. 
This device is an updated version of 

the water-pic that we have been famil-
iar with for decades. Results of stud-
ies have been interpreted to show this 
instrument used properly is a valuable 
alternative to traditional “string floss-
ing” especially for those patients who 
do not floss regularly. 

While the original water-pic was 
used with only water as an irrigation 
solution the water flosser can be used 
with mouthwash, hydrogen perox-
ide or other solutions recommended 
by your dentist. There is even a fully 
hand-held model that can be used as 
you shower.

Powered toothbrushes can be of 3 
basic types. Rotary toothbrushes have 
a round head and the bristles turn in 
complete circles, like the way a den-

tal handpiece polishes the teeth.  The 
second type has a rectangular head like 
a manual toothbrush, but the bristles 
move up-and- down as you hold the 
brush against the teeth. Sonic tooth-
brushes look like a conventional power 
toothbrush, but the head and bristles 
vibrate, making a humming noise in-
dicating the fast speed at which they 
vibrate. This vibration is intended to 
extend cleaning ability further than 
the tips of the bristles.

Each of these items can be a valu-
able tool in dental home care and are 
available at local stores or your dentist. 

Consider one as a gift to a loved 
one or for yourself.  It will add to your 
level of dental health throughout the 
year!

The Dimas Family would like to wish a Happy Hanukkah, a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year to all in our Community         

Students At
St. Martin DePorres

Marianist School
Honor Our Veterans

A Family Tree For
Inclusive Schools Week

The students and faculty of St. Martin DePorres Maranist School in Uniondale, 
New York recently held their annual Salute to Veterans Program. Members of the 
Catholic War Veterans and the American Legion, including members of Williston 
Park Post 144, were provided with a fabulous breakfast prior to the students hon-
oring our nation’s colors.  

The outdoor ceremony of patriotic music and songs performed by the students 
was greatly appreciated by all the veterans in attendance. 

To celebrate Inclusive Schools Week, Mineola Hampton Street School’s art 
teacher Jaclyn Altman and the school’s special education team had all its students 
celebrate by creating a mural. 

The special Week, which ran from December 3rd through 7th, celebrated the-
progress that schools have made in providing a supportive and quality education 
to an increasingly diverse student population. Every student at Hampton Street 
added their handprints to a mural, “We All Belong to One Family Tree,” which 
became a beautiful handprint tree. 

Hampton Street School students added their handprints to a mural, “We All Belong to 
One Family Tree.”    Photo courtesy of Mineola Union Free School District
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Specializing in 
hands-on care approach

Rehabilitate injuries and 
all movement dysfunction

Individualized current and creative 
treatment methods

193 Jericho Turnpike, Mineola N.Y. 11501
516-747-2323    Fax 516-747-2305

St. Aidan’s Soccer News
By Patrick Gillespie

In its final game as a team after 9 
years together, the St. Aidan’s 8th grade 
girls soccer team captured its second 
title with a 4 to 0 win against a tough 
and higher-ranked opponent.

The defense, led by the tenacious 
Adrienne Aidala and supported by 
Erin Sinkevitch, Erin Dormer, and 
Bailey Jex held the opponents to few 
attempts on goal.  Chrissy Mavrakis 
was called into duty to cover the op-
ponent’s tough right-side attack and 
performed flawlessly to keep their 
relentless attacks at bay.  Kara Curley 
provided 60 minutes in goal, using her 
keen sense of space to control her box 
and provide support for the defense.

The center of the field, where the 
game was ultimately decided, was 
controlled by Lucia Piccirillo, Maliea 
Saccheri, Lauren Tavolacci, Ava Stanza 
and Samantha Vitale whose deft pass-

ing ensured the champs controlled the 
time of possession.  Leila Naraine, who 
played despite sustaining a serious in-
jury the day before, stepped into the 
center of the field and played a piv-
otal role in keeping the game under 
control for St. Aidan’s.  Her All-Star 
performance through injury was mo-

tivational to her teammates.
Juliana Gillespie played up front and 

distributed the ball well to allow the 
team ample attempts at goal.   Two first 
half goals by Ashley Dellolio (despite 
being heavily marked) and one by Lu-
cia Piccirillo off a beautiful set cross by 
Ava Lucie (as she has done all season) 

The St. Aidan’s 8th Grade Championship Team.  The girls are wearing black armbands 
in memory of their Pastor, Msgr. McDonald, who had passed away the previous week.

put the champs ahead at halftime with 
three goals to none.  The second half 
saw no let up from the champions as 
Samantha Scordo finished the scoring 
with a blast from 20 yards to the top 
right corner, which all but sealed the 
victory.

After the game, the team accepted 
their awards with the grace and humil-
ity that has defined them for the last 
9 years and congratulated all of their 
opponents on a fine and well-fought 
season.

The Williston Post congratulates these 
young athletes on a wonderful end to their 
playing career as a team.  We hope that, for 
each of them, this is just one step in a long 
career of joy in competitive sports, and that 
the good sportsmanship that they demon-
strated at the end of their run will inspire 
other young players as well.  Congratula-
tions to the girls from St. Aidan’s! 

Mineola High School Students 
Recognized For Achievements

Mineola’s excellent young students have excelled in numerous areas so far this 
year.  Here are some examples. 

Scouting for a Stairway

Three freshmen from Mineola High School have been working on their Girl 
Scout Silver Awards by creating a Stairway to Multiplication at the District’s Jack-
son Avenue School. 

Sarah DeSena, Grace Faley and Deanna Polosino from Senior Troop 1805 have 
been working on the project since last summer. The trio have been utilizing the 
high school’s Fab Lab in their spare time to create vinyl multiplication stickers 
and then heading to Jackson Avenue to put them on the school’s stairways. They 
thought it was a different idea that would give back to their school district and 
make multiplication more fun for the district’s third- and fourth-grade students.

Mineola Student Attends Science and Technology Congress

Nicole Laszewski represented Mineola High School and the State of New York 
at the Congress of Future Science and Technology Leaders in Boston, Massachu-
setts this past summer. During the three-day conference with the theme “Great-
ness Awaits,” Nicole was taught by Nobel Prize recipients, inventors, educators 
and founders of technology programs throughout the country.

The students were able to listen to distinguished speakers as well as participate 
in a question and answer session with them. In addition, they had the opportunity 

to network with fellow delegates and meet with the speakers in an informal set-
ting. The Mineola Union Free School District congratulates Nicole on this great 
honor. 

Mineola High School Congratulates Outstanding PE Students

Two Mineola High School students were selected as recipients of the Nassau 
Zone Outstanding Physical Education Students of the Year Award. 

Sponsored by the New York State Association for Health, Physical Education, 
Recreation and Dance, this award recognizes one male and one female Nassau 
County high school senior from each school district who exemplify outstand-
ing scholastic ability, physical education performance and leadership qualities. The 
Mineola Union Free School District congratulates Joe Lubrano and Toni Ondris 
for receiving the title this year. They were honored at the annual NYSAHPERD 
Award Ceremony on Dec. 3.

Photos courtesy of Mineola Union Free School District
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Williston Day Participants Help Families
Of Injured Veterans

Willets Road Book Tasting

Each year at the Williston Day Fair 
the members of American Legion Wil-
liston Post 144 set up in front of Mem-
ories II to give out American flags and 
collect donations to fund programs 
that help veterans and their families.  
This year through the generosity of all 
who participated, they collected over 
$1,400.00.

Recently, members of Williston 
Post 144 presented a check in the 
amount of $1,405.00 to Legionnaire 
Dominick Grosso, Chairman of the 
Marine Corps League Detachment 
614’s Semper Fi Fund.  These funds 
will be used to support the families of 

many wounded veterans so that they 
can succeed on the road to a full re-
covery.

The members of Williston Post 144 
would like to thank all those Williston 
Day visitors who dug deep into their 

pockets to help wounded veterans and 
their families.

On Wednesday, November 21st, 
during the new Willets Road Human-
ities Block, fifth-graders “sampled” 
various books of different genres to 
expand their reading interests at the 
2nd annual Book Tasting. 

Book Tastings are a wonderful way 
to get kids engaged in reading and 
familiarizing themselves with a wide 

Willets Road fifth-graders are exploring new novels, writing book reviews, and compiling a list of new books to read.

variety of genres such as fiction, non-
fiction, fantasy, graphic novels and 
mystery, just to name a few. 

As the students moved from ta-
ble-to-table, they explored new novels, 
rated and wrote reviews, and compiled 
a list of new books that they could not 
wait to read!

This fun and unique lesson, creat-

ed by fifth-grade teachers, Marguerite 
Immordino, Kim Lynch, and Jessica 
Liakonis and co-teacher Stephanie 
Anderer as well as teaching assistant 
Ann Clemente, reading specialist Sta-
ci Roseman and ENL teacher Ashley 
Wong, sparks, motivates and excites 
students’ literacy.

Margaret Casella’s
Photographs at

Mineola Public Library

Margaret Casella of East Williston will be dis-
playing her wonderful photographs of light hous-
es at the Mineola Memorial Library, 195 Marcellus 
Road, through December 26th.  

The display is available to the public on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 10 a.m. through 
9 p.m., and on Tuesdays and Fridays from 10 a.m. 
through 5:30 p.m.  The exhibit is accessible by ele-
vator to the lower level of the Library.  

There will be a reception, open to the public, on 
December 26th from 7 p.m. through 9 p.m.  

As you can see from the accompanying example, 
these photographs are a beautiful take on a common 
subject, and well worth a visit to the Library.
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Holiday Figures On Display At 
The East Williston Library

Visitors to the Village Hall, and Library patrons, will be able to enjoy a won-
derful display of Byers’ Choice Caroler figurines, which are widely collected 
throughout the United States and beyond.  

The display is made possible through the generosity of East Williston resident 
May Cronk.
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