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THE WILLISTONS REMEMBER
Memorial Day Services 

at Post 144

The Williston Park American Le-
gion Post #144 did not hold its Me-
morial Day parade, but did have a stir-
ring tribute to the veterans inside the 
Post. 

A row of Crosses and Stars of David 
were set up near the Post, a powerful 
illustration of the true meaning of the 
day.  

The 55th Annual Post Everlasting 
Service paid tribute to all those who 
served, departed members of Post 144 
and those who went off to service and 
did not return.  

Post Commander Robert Robesch 
conducted the services. Commander 
Robesch rang the Post bell for each 
of the members of the post who died 
during the year; Chaplain Charlie 
Boyd read the names of the members 
who have been transferred to the post 
everlasting.  

Madame President Christine Hor-
vath rang the Post bell for each of the 
Auxiliary members who died during 
this year. 

Auxiliary Chaplain Kay Derby read 
the names of the members who have 
been transferred to the unit everlast-
ing of the Auxiliary of the American 
Legion. 

Hundreds Come Out 
To Commemorate Memorial Day 

In East Williston

Despite the threat of showers, the 
turnout for East Williston’s Memorial 
Day commemoration was large and 
enthusiastic.  

Continued on Page 2
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SEEN AROUND TOWN
Clockwise from far left, Reagan Dunn of East 
Williston; Bari and Ellie Kearns enjoying an 
afternoon stroll and a donut; Bob and Robert 
Bruder out for a  Sunday drive; Joe Z was happy 
to bump into Frank and Darlene Chester!; Liam 
Waters with Dad, Rick; one of our favorite Fire-
fighters, EWFD Volunteer Kevin O’Donnell; 
Kelly and Riley Grodotzke enjoying a day at 
the East  Williston Toddler Park; Ray and R.J. 
Elmazi had a nice visit at the East Williston 
Firehouse.

THE WILLISTONS REMEMBER

From Page 1 

Although the parade was cancelled, 
the service was held at the East Willis-
ton Firehouse instead of on the Village 
Green.  

The Willets Road Marching Band, 
sporting new uniforms generously 
donated by The Honorable Tony and 
Margaret Casella, started the program 
with several patriotic numbers.  

Mayor Tanner recognized the par-
ticipating members of American Le-
gion Post #144, along with the East 
Williston Volunteer Firefighters, Boy 
Scouts, Girl Scouts, and marching 
band, thanking them all for taking part 
in the service.  

Rev. Jeff Yildirmaz, Associate Pastor 
at St. Aidan’s Church, began the formal 
service with a prayer, recognizing the 
solemnity of the day. 

The Mayor’s Award was presented 
to Nick Siciliano, longtime resident, 
proud Navy veteran and proud mem-
ber of the East Williston Volunteer Fire 
Department for 47 years.  

The Williston Post joins the resi-
dents of the Willistons in paying trib-
ute to all who made the supreme sacri-
fice, enabling us to live our lives today.  

All of the traditional Memorial Day 
festivities were made possible by that 
sacrifice.  The Memorial Day obser-
vances in Williston Park and East Wil-
liston helped to ensure that we will 
never forget that fact, and that we will 
always be grateful for our hard won 
freedoms.   

EAST WILLISTON MEMORIAL DAY 5 K RACE
Irish Eyes Were Smiling On 

Brianna O’Brien As She Becomes 
The First Woman To Win 

East Williston Memorial Day 5k.

One of the highlights of the East 
Williston Calendar is the annual Me-
morial Day 5K race.  

While it is a venue for friendly 
competition, over the years a number 
of very fast runners have posted some 
very impressive times.  

This year a first place finish was 
a first for several reasons; Brianna 
O’Brien  crossed the finish line in 
17:05 to make her the first woman to 
be the first overall finisher.  

Participation in the race is a long-
time tradition in the O’Brien family, 
as mom Patricia and dad Patrick have 
participated in the race with their 3 
daughters since moving to East Wil-
liston.  

The O’Briens also became the first 
all-female team to capture the Rich-

ard Halstead Family Trophy for fastest 
combined family time. 

The winner in the male category 
was Zachary Calabrese with a time of 
18:00.   

Following the 5k was the popular 
Little Tykes race which was, as always, 
a delight to watch.  

Congratulations to all!

Winners Brianna O’Brien and Zachary Calabrese.



The Little Art Studio, at 74A Hill-
side Avenue in Williston Park, is a wel-
come addition to the business com-
munity.    

Offering a wide array of classes 
and events The Little Art Studio will 
surely become a favorite destination of 
young and old alike.  

Pottery, acrylic, mosaic, jewelry, 3D 
art, decoupage, and rock painting are 
just a sampling of the many classes of-
fered there.  

The Studio is a great venue for la-
dies and family nights, special events, 
showers, and more.  

You can learn more about The Lit-
tle Art Studio at their website, http://
www.littleartsstudio.com, by tele-
phone at (516) 385-8684 or by email:  
info@littleartsstudio.com.  

Better yet, if you’re walking along 
Hillside Avenue, stop by and see what’s 
available in person.
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THE WILLISTON POST WELCOMES 
THE LITTLE ART STUDIO TO WILLISTON PARK

ST. AIDAN SCHOOL MEMORIAL DAY CEREMONY, 
THANKING OUR VETERANS

 By Frank J. Oliveri

“We Remember and Honor 
Those Who Have Served and 

Those Who Serve.”

On Tuesday May 24th the St. Aidan 
School invited members of Veteran of 
Foreign Wars, Theodore G. Neir Post 
1688 and American Legion Williston 
Post 144 to the School’s annual Me-
morial Day Ceremony.  

Eighth grade students were selected 
to prepare and read a short history of 
each of the great wars that our country 
has fought and those that are still being 
fought which have defended the free-
dom that we all enjoy today.  

In attendance were all the Upper 
School teachers and students who read 
the Star Spangled Banner and sang 
“America the Beautiful,” “America” 
and “God Bless America.”

The veterans were treated to coffee 
and cake that was provided by the par-
ent organization, P.A.C.E..

2016 CLARK BOTANIC GARDEN AUXILIARY 
SPRING PLANT SALE - THANK YOU!

Another successful Plant Sale has 
come and gone.  

The weather, which was cold with 
much rain, felt more like March than 
May, but in spite of the weather we 
had the best volunteers and shoppers. 
Everyone who came out was very 
motivated and helped the Auxiliary 
make a successful event.  The Auxiliary 
committee did a fantastic job.  

A big thank you to the fun group 
from the Williston Park Rotary who 
were outstanding during the set-up, 
no task was too big or small for them.  

Another thank you to the husbands 
who helped pitching in and taking on 
many of the heavy tasks which were 
necessary to get the sale up and run-
ning.  

In addition a special thank you 
must go out to Horticulturist Bonnie 
Lynn Klein, and the Town of North 
Hempstead staff who are also vital for 
the plant sale. Without their support, it 
would have been very difficult to set 
up the plant sale. 

We had the delightful Master Gar-
deners who were placed within the 

plant stations where they provided 
shoppers with their valued knowledge 
and helped the station leaders lend an 
extra volunteer hand.  

 As usual our tea room staff did a 
wonderful job feeding the hungry, 
cold and tired shoppers and volunteers 
with the delicious quiche, soups and 
yummy sandwiches.  

Attic Treasurers was a great suc-
cess.  A generous thank you goes to 
the many members of the Garden 
who donated to this. Without the help 
from all the friends of the Garden, At-

tic Treasurers would not be the great 
success that it has been each year.  

Again, an outstanding thank you to 
the many, many people who volun-
teered, pitched in, donated, purchased 
plants or items or gave emotional sup-
port during the many months of pro-
cess and during the sale.  We would not 
have been so successful without you!

2016 Clark Botanic Garden Auxiliary 
Plant Sale Chairs: Mary Mino Cross, 
Kerrie DeGregorio and Elaine Stark.

Clockwise from top left, 
Ladies of the Auxiliary preparing for the 

Plant Sale Cafe; 
Larry & Manny helping with 

the unloading of flowers; 
Cuqui, Frank, Winnie, Rose, Manny, 

Louise, Vivian, Larry & Liam.

Local artist Nancy Colleary will help you create a masterpiece!
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Announcing a major step forward

in walk-in healthcare.

Now you can enjoy the convenience of walk-in, no-appointment healthcare 

and the confidence of having an entire team of board-certified Winthrop 

physicians caring for you. It’s a smart move whenever you need us. 

Just steps from Mineola LIRR Station 
and Winthrop-University Hospital.

222 Station Plaza North, Suite 110, Mineola, NY 11501 • 516-663-1111 • winthrop.org
Monday – Friday: 7 am – 9 pm • Saturday & Sunday: 9 am – 1 pm

• Fast walk-in service 7 days a week

• Board-certified Winthrop physicians

• No appointment necessary

• Most insurance accepted

CABLEVISION CH 652CABLEVISION CH 652

LYME DISEASE IN DOGS
By Dr. Victor Laginestra

Lyme disease is a bacterial disease 
that occurs primarily in dogs and 
humans and is transmitted by Ixodes 
ticks. 

The causative agent is called Bor-
relia burgdorferi. It mostly affects the 
musculoskeletal system but can also af-
fect the kidney, heart and brain. 

The majority of cases occur 
in the Northeast, upper 
midwest and far West 
Coast. In some cases 
of these regions, 50-
90 percent of Ixo-
des ticks are infected 
with Borrelia. 

The Ixodes tick 
larvae and nymphs 
(immature forms) feed 
on small mammals, and 
the adult ticks feed on deer 
and larger mammals. 

Usually the tick has to be 
attached for 24 to 48 hours to 
successfully transmit the disease. 
Thus, finding a non engorged 
tick on a dog indicates a low risk 
of infection. 

The bacteria penetrate the skin at 
the site of the tick attachment. 

In humans, there is usually seen a 
classic target lesion, but this is rarely 
observed in dogs. The bacteria then 
spread and localize in the joints, con-
nective tissue, the nervous system, and 
kidneys. The body’s immune system 
responds with antibodies, but the bac-

teria may evade this immunity and 
continue to persist in tissues. Only 
5-10 percent of dogs will develop clin-
ical disease.

The typical clinical signs in dogs are 

fever, decreased appetite, lethargy, joint 
swelling with lameness, and swollen 
lymph nodes.

The diagnosis of Lyme can be dif-
ficult. 

The two most common tests are 
the SNAP and Accuplex tests. These 
tests do not diagnose Lyme disease, as 
they only indicate exposure and the 
presence of antibodies to the Lyme 
bacteria. 

Remember, 90-95 percent of dogs 
exposed will not be clinically sick. The 

antibodies measured usually 
develop 3-5 weeks after the 
tick bite. 

The drug of choice is 
doxycycline, but amoxi-
cillin can also be used. It is 
unlikely that the antibiotics 

will clear all of the Lyme or-
ganisms. 

Typically, there is significant 
improvement in the clinical 
signs within a few days of treat-

ment. 
Vaccination is not 100 

percent effective, but is defi-
nitely valuable in endemic areas. 

It is also important to prevent 
exposure to ticks. 

Examination of the pet’s hair 
on a daily basis and early removal 
of ticks are important. 
Flea and tick products such as 

Frontline, Advantix, and Nexgard are 
generally effective when used properly. 

Remember, there are other diseases 
transmitted by ticks such as Anaplasma, 
Ehrlichia, and Babesia. Keeping grass 
mowed can also keep tick numbers 
down. 

The typical clinical signs in dogs are fever, 
decreased appetite, lethargy, joint swelling with 

lameness, and swollen lymph nodes.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO 
OUR GRADUATES

Matthew Testani of Williston Park graduated from Cornell University on May 
29, 2016 with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Applied Economics and Manage-
ment. Matt was a Dean’s List honoree and a Varsity Letter winner in Football. 

Matt is the son of Carolyn Genna and Ernesto Testani, and the brother of 
Stephanie Testani.

BUILDING BRIDGES 
AWARD WINNERS

Mineola High School students So-
fia Guirola and Elizabeth Ryan have 
been selected to receive the Students 
Building Bridges Award for serving as 
role models to their classmates. 

Both students are integral parts of 
the school’s Student Service Center, 
and have served a combined total of 
approximately 200 service hours this 
year. 

Sofia and Elizabeth were honored 

for their efforts in building bridges 
across communities and creating a 
more civil society at Nassau County’s 
Yom Hashoah (Holocaust Remem-
brance Day) program on Thursday, 
May 19, 2016 at Hofstra University’s 
Student Center Theater. 

Each student received a citation 
from an elected official and a certifi-
cate from the Jewish Community Re-
lations Council of Long Island.

Photo courtesy of the Mineola Union Free School District
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Professional 
Financial 

Consultants 

 
Robert J Mitchell, CPA, EA 

Marvin Goodman, CPA Associate 
Theresa Hornberger, Associate 

PFC Mitchell Tax & Accounting Service, LLC 
24 Exeter Street    Williston Park, NY    11596-1817 

Office 516 747 1957   Cell 516 816 5480 
Email: Bob@pfcmitchell.com 

www.pfcmitchell.com  
Also available in Manhattan  
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The Village Committees are off and running with planned activities as the
warm weather approaches.  The Beautification Committee is no exception.  On
Sunday, May 4th committee members, Janet Boyle, Gene McCarthy, Joe Taylor,
George Cross, Doreen Ehrbar, Mayor Paul Ehrbar and Trustee Mike Uttaro met
at the Jack Zwiebel (Little Park) for the first outing.  With the pruning and
weeding completed by the group, Village workers will place mulch and plant some
additional flowers.  

Last year Janet and Andy Boyle donated hostas which were planted along
the sidewalk at the Railroad.   Committee members Janet, Andy and Doreen along
with Village employees replanted the hostas.  The hostas are now up and will
beautify the walkway and the newly placed kiosk across the street on Pennsylvania.
If you have flowers or excess
plants and would like to
donate them, please call
Eileen Horan at Village Hall,
746-2193. 

A beautiful Williston
Park increases your property
value but also gives residents
a sense of harmony and
pride.  Your donations no
matter how small will help to
continue beautifying various
areas of the Village.  And as
additional sections of the village are improved; for example the newly renovated
Kelleher Field playground, your help is greatly needed more than ever.

The Beautification Group meets for an hour or so on designated Sundays.
Please call Doreen Ehrbar, 747-8219 if you have any questions or would like to
join the Beautification Committee.  

Your donations to the Beautification of Williston Park may be sent to the
Village of Williston Park. 

It Takes a Village
On Tuesday, May 12th, Fordham St. held its 27th annual May Crowning.  This

year the Ceremony was dedicated to our
long time neighbor and friend Margaret
Knapp who earlier this year left us to be
with the Lord.   At the May Crowning, a
statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary is
ceremonially crowned to signify her as
Queen of Heaven and the Mother of God.  

This year’s Crowner was Kayla Ann
Toal. Many thanks to all who attended and
a special thanks toMaria Crowe for
coordinating and Ginny Reilly-Corkhill for
hosting the event this year, something both
of these special ladies have done for the
entire 27 years this Ceremony has taken
place. 

See you all in May 2016!

Fordham Street May Crowning 
11
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The Dimas Family would like to wish everyone 
in our Community a Happy and Safe July 4th Holiday

ST. AIDAN’S 5TH GRADE CYO TRAVEL TEAM
WINS THE DIVISION A BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP

Sometimes the picture really does 
tell the story.  

Congratulations to the St. Aid-
an’s 5th Grade CYO Travel Basket-
ball Team for winning the Division A 
Championship.  

The smiling faces are proof of a sea-
son of hard work and dedication, and 
are a tribute to the boys and to their 
coach.  

We look forward to telling you 
about the boys’ success as 6th Grade 
players.

Pictured from left to right; 
Coach Owen Kelly, Malachy Kelly, 
Tommy Renner, Jack Gray, Charlie Villa, 
Ely Hahami, Brayden Sosnik, 
Nico Papavero and Alex Wigginton.

A GATHERING OF ARTISTS IN WILLISTON PARK
A Gathering of Artists, Inc. is an 

art school of excellence at 322 Hill-
side Avenue in Williston Park that was 
started in 2000 and has since provided 
students with a place to follow their 
artistic dreams.   

When visiting A Gathering of Art-
ists you are surrounded by high-level 
artwork that is a testament to the qual-

ity of instruction given. The students, 
children as young as 4 through adults, 
are responsible for this extensive dis-
play.  

Over the past 17 years students at 
the school have received full and par-
tial student scholarships to Pratt Insti-
tute of Art, The School of Visual Arts 
in New York City, The College of St. 

Rose and Hofstra University, to name 
a few.

Ms. Eileen Drobbin, the director, 
has many famous students throughout 
the United States and abroad. Some 
have worked as cartoonists for Disney, 
as illustrators for the New York Times 
and the New Yorker Magazines, while 
others are famous fashion designers, 

textile designers, architects, interior 
designers and well known fine artists. 

In addition, she is an award win-
ning artist and teacher, who spent 28 
years as coordinator of the art depart-
ment for Long Island High School for 
the Arts, where she developed many 
outstanding courses of study.

Please come in and speak with Ms. 
Eileen, so she can show you the value 
of a good art portfolio and explain that 
regardless of what club you want to 
join, or what high school or university 
you wish to attend, or the profession 
you choose to pursue, your creative 
skills will be a great asset.  

You can study drawing, painting, 
sculpture, fashion design, cartooning 
or advanced art, and there are also 
adult painting sessions,  and great chil-
dren’s birthday parties. 

Classes run year round and the 
summer session includes classes as well 
as mini-camps.

You can learn more about the 
school at their website, at www.ag-
atheringofartistsinc.com but they are 
right here on Hillside Avenue so stop 
in in person--you will be very happy 
that you did! 
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In this day and age, we have all been 
made aware of the damaging effects 
of unprotected sun exposure, ranging 

from premature aging to cancerous 
skin conditions. 

Those who burn easily or have a 
family history of these conditions are 
at an even higher risk. 

Prevention is key in avoiding these 
problems! 

Here are some sun safety tips to 
keep in mind as you enjoy the beauti-
ful summer weather:

•  Always select a sunscreen with 

STAY SUN-SAFE THIS SUMMER!
“broad spectrum” coverage

•  Apply sunscreen 15 minutes be-
fore exposure and reapply every 40-80 
minutes especially after swimming or 
sweating

•  Avoid excessive sun exposure be-
tween the hours of 10 am-2 pm, as the 
sun is strongest during these times

•  Tanning beds should always be 
avoided as they emit UV rays that 
cause more serious, chronic damage 
than the sun

•  Wear protective clothing as much 
as possible 

Visit Lafayette Pharmacy, your 
neighborhood drug store for sugges-
tions from the pharmacist on choos-
ing a sunscreen based on your specific 
needs. 

We carry a full line with varying 
SPFs, hypo-allergenic options, and spe-
cific formulations for kids and baby!

Maryellen McLaughlin, R.Ph & Kaithlin McLaughlin, Intern Pharmacist

WILLISTON PARK HISTORICAL COMMITTEE:
THE WEIGAND BUILDING

By Bob Valentine
Williston Park Historical Committee

Weigand Bros. Funeral Home has 
been a fixture in Williston Park for 
more than 65 years at the corner of 
Hillside Ave. and Nassau Boulevard, 
but the building itself has a long and 
varied history.

During the early 1900’s the Bell 

family utilized this same building as the 
Monticello Hotel.  

Across the rear of the property was 
a group of stables for the convenience 
of travelers.   

This same building became the 
home of Williston Park’s first mayor, 
Harvey Meagher (1926-1930).

The building as it appears in the ac-

companying photographs is not the 
building that you can see now because 
lightning caused a fire that destroyed 
the attic on January 21, 1969. 

However, if you look closely, you 
can still see the lines of the original 
first floor, and get a feel for what the 
building would have looked like with 
its magnificent wrap around porch.  

Looking at the second floor as it 
is now, you can still imagine what the 
building looked like when trimmed 
out with its original Victorian ginger-
bread. 

The Incorporated Village of Wil-
liston Park may not be as old as this 
building but this year will mark its 
90th anniversary.   

Clockwise from top, The Meagher House, after its conversion; 
the Meagher Family home; Weigands today.
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Second-grade students at Meadow 
Drive School in the Mineola Union 
Free School District completed a mu-
ral to contribute to the School’s library. 

The mural, an aquarium collage, 
was created according to theme of 
“discovery.” 

The mural will be the third of four 
to be included in the school’s library.  

Representative second-graders are 
pictured with art teacher Jaclyn Ma-
nouvrier-Altman and their completed 
mural, which will be converted for 
mounting in the library.  

Photo courtesy of the Mineola Union Free 
School District

DISCOVERING THE OCEANOUR GARDEN PAD
By Frank J. Oliveri

On a cool wet Thursday morn-
ing in May, Larry Kane, Manny Lo-
pez and I volunteered to help Louise 
Schwarzchild, a member of the Clark 
Botanic Garden Auxiliary and fellow 
member of the Rotary Club of Wil-
liston Park, with unpacking the trucks 
for their Annual Spring Plant Sale.  

We had a great day, and got the 
chance to meet many hard working 
volunteers, including Bonnie Lynn 
Klein, the Clark Botanic Garden Hor-
ticulturist.

Bonnie described all the improve-
ments that are planned for Clark Bo-
tanic Garden, including the Childrens’ 
Garden and the large community 
garden. Bonnie told us pads in the 
community garden are available to all 
Town of North Hempstead residents 
for a fee and, before you know it, Lar-
ry, Manny and I reserved our pad No. 
14 for this gardening season.  

We purchased the vegetables for 
our garden at the plant sale, and were 
told that we could start work on or 
after May 15th.

Larry and I returned on May 19th, 
equipped with gardening tools and 
vegetables, and we started preparing 
our pad for planting. Soon we met two 
very nice gentlemen, David Roinick 
and Reese Michaels, Certified Master 
Gardeners from the Cornell Coopera-
tive Extension of Nassau County, who 
volunteer their time teaching people 
with special needs, students and adults 
about the proper way to plant and 
tend to a garden. 

On that morning they were teach-
ing adults with special needs from 
an organization known as Family 
Residences and Essential Enterprises 
(FREE) how to plant potatoes. They 
told us that the community vegetable 
garden at Clark Botanic Garden in 
Albertson is the perfect outdoor class-
room for this program.

In further discussion we found that 
we all had one thing in common, that 
we were all retired and doing things 
that interest us now.  

When I told David about my work 
with The Williston Post, he said he 
had always wanted to write articles 

about gardening and, since we at the 
Williston Post are always happy to have 
interesting people write about inter-
esting topics that inform our readers, 
you may well be hearing from him in 
future editions.

We have planted string beans, three 
types of squash, two types of egg plants 
and four types of tomatoes.  

As time goes on we will keep you 
advised about how our garden is grow-
ing and introduce you to some of the 
interesting people we meet.

Clockwise from top, David and Reise with their student class; 
Larry setting up the garden; Frank checking out the garden, Week 1; 

David, Reise,Bonnie,Larresia & Larry; 
Reise & David teaching students how to plant potatoes
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THE WILLISTON POST HOSTS CHILI COOK-OFF AND BARBECUE
The evening was warm but the 

chili was hotter on Thursday, May 12, 
when over 100 attendees were treat-
ed to a delicious chili cook-off and 
barbecue sponsored by The Williston 
Post, Albert Zolezzi Auto Body, the 
Haller-Zaremba Insurance Agency 
and the Pete Masterson State Farm 
Agency.   

The party was a back yard barbe-
que at Zolezzi’s, and celebrated the 
sponsors’ collective 207 years of busi-
ness in the Willistons.

Folks came to the party hungry, 
but nobody left that way, as the partic-
ipants enjoyed a feast of lobster, corn, 
shrimp and steak in addition to the 
featured chili. 

The mood for the evening was en-
livened by music from Tim Jansen and 
His Acoustical Blues Band.  

Each attendee had the opportunity 
to cast a ballot for a favorite chili rec-
ipe from among the 8 entries to the 
contest. 

Once the ballots were counted, 
Jimmy Wasko’s chili was selected as the 
best of the day. 

Second and third prizes were 
awarded to Larry Kane and Grace Sir-
agusa.  

However, the voting was close and 
any of the offerings would stand as 
one of the best you ever ate.   

In addition to chili, steak, lobsters, 
corn and clams, we had a chance to 

sample a very generous tray of of-
ferings from Taverna 38, courtesy of 
co-owner Claudio.

It was an evening that defines the 
meaning of the term “community.”  

The tables were filled with people, 
some of whom knew each other, some 
of whom were in attendance at their 
first event of this sort, but by the time 
the evening was over, each table was a 
table of friends.  

The chefs, assistants, servers and 
staff, all of whom were volunteers from 
the hosts, had a wonderful time as well.  

Best of all, in addition to being an 
evening of great food, great music and 
fun, the event promoted a very worthy 
cause.  

Due to the generosity of the par-
ticipants we were able to donate 
$1,500.00 to the Roof Fund for the 
American Legion Post 144 Hall.  

We look forward to doing it again 
next year, and we suspect that a lot of 
the participants look forward to join-
ing us next year as well.  

 



The Williston Post, June 2016 The Williston Post, June 2016

18 19

CELEBRATING OUR 20TH YEAR 
SERVING THE WILLISTONS

Dr. Carolyn Genna is an 
experienced and dedicated audiologist 

who is committed to helping those with 
hearing loss discover 

what they have been missing.

Call today to make an appointment with someone you can trust!
(516) 873-9742

99 Hillside Avenue, Suite 99H, Williston Park  

Dr. Genna works with her patients 
to provide them with 
the most advanced hearing technologies 
and a solution that will fit their 
unique lifestyle.

Carolyn M. Genna, AuD, FAAA          Audiological Consulting, P.C

“HEARS” TO YOU:
HOW CAN TREATING HEARING LOSS HELP ME TO STAY 

YOUTHFUL AND ACTIVE?

By Carolyn M. Genna, AuD, FAAA 

Addressing hearing loss is one of 
the best things you can do to improve 
your quality of life and keep up a 
youthful pace.  

In fact, new technologies have 
made it easier to manage hearing loss 

and stay engaged in life.
Today’s hearing aids help people 

with hearing loss better hear sounds 
and people from all directions, and 
they filter out noise. 

Many sit discreetly and comfort-
ably inside the ear canal and out of 
sight; and many are wireless, so they 
can interface easily with other high-
tech devices like smartphones, home 
entertainment systems, and comput-
ers. 

hearing aids.
4. By being a go-getter:  
People with hearing loss who use 

hearing aids are more likely to tack-
le problems actively, research shows. 
And most hearing aid users in the 
workforce say that the hearing aid has 
helped their performance on the job. 

In fact, earlier Better Hearing Insti-
tute research found that using hearing 

aids reduced the risk of income loss 
by 90 to 100 percent for those with 
milder hearing loss, and from 65 to 77 
percent for those with severe to mod-
erate hearing loss. People with un-

treated hearing loss can lose as much as 
$30,000 in income annually, the study 
found.

5. By doing what you can to protect 
your cognitive function, stay on your 
feet, and keep the blues away: 

A study from the Bloomberg 
School of Public Health at Johns Hop-
kins University found that hearing 
aids may slow cognitive decline tied to 
hearing loss, according to Reuters. 

The study found that estimated 20-
year rates of decline in memory and 
global function were greatest in par-
ticipants who did not use hearing aids. 
Earlier studies have linked hearing loss 
to dementia and cognitive issues. 

Another Johns Hopkins study 
showed that people in middle age (40-
69) with even just mild hearing loss 
were nearly three times more likely to 
have a history of falling. 

The intensive listening effort de-
manded by unaddressed hearing loss 
may take cognitive resources away 
from what is needed for balance and 
gait, researchers have suggested. 

And a 2014 study found that hear-
ing loss is associated with an increased 
risk of depression adults of all ages, but 
is most pronounced in 18 to 69 year 
olds.

Addressing hearing loss really can 
help you better maintain your vitality. 
Here’s how:

1. By getting out and enjoying life:  
People with hearing difficulty who 

use hearing aids get more pleasure in 
doing things and are even more likely 
to exercise and meet up with friends 
to socialize. 

In fact, most people who current-
ly wear hearing aids say it has helped 
their overall quality of life.

2. By nurturing relationships and 
social connections: 

Most people who currently wear 
hearing aids say that doing so not only 
helps their overall ability to communi-
cate effectively in most situations, but 
has also had a positive effect on their 
relationships and ability to participate 
in group activities. And hearing aid 
wearers find that they’re more likely to 
have a strong social network.

3. By keeping a positive outlook:  
Research shows that people with 

hearing loss who use hearing aids are 
more likely to be optimistic and to feel 
engaged in life. Many even say that 
they feel more confident and better 
about themselves as a result of using 

Research shows that people with hearing loss 
who use hearing aids are more likely 

to be optimistic and to feel engaged in life.

Estimated 20-year rates 
of decline in memory 
and global function were 
greatest in participants 
who did not use hearing 
aids. Earlier studies have 
linked hearing loss to 
dementia and cognitive 
issues. 

THE GREGORY FAMILY CELEBRATES A BEAUTIFUL LIFE
The Cashin, Kramer, Gregory, 

and Corcoran families recently cel-
ebrated the life of sister, grandmother, 
aunt, and great grandmother Lorraine 
Gregory Corcoran, who passed away 
on  April 24, at the age of 93.  

Born and raised in Williston Park, 
Lorraine was the sister of Jane Cashin, 
(pictured here relaxing with Lorraine).   
From 1946 through 1975 Lorraine 
was fully engaged as a mother and 
homemaker. At age 55, she began a 
career in banking, and worked in the 
mortgage servicing department at the 
Roslyn Savings Bank. She excelled in 
that capacity and took courses which 
enabled her to earn a banking certifi-
cate from Hofstra.  By the time she 
retired at the age of 70, Lorraine had 
become a Vice President at Roslyn. 

During her retirement, Lorraine 
became actively involved in chari-
table work, serving as President of 
the Rockville Centre Mercy League, 

and Billy, and her great-grandson, 
Liam. 

She swam, bowled, and played golf 
through her 80’s and until last month, 
she maintained her own apartment in 

and as a Trustee of Mercy Hospital. 
Lorraine remained vibrant and active 
throughout her life, devoting much 
of her time to her six grandchildren: 
Christina, Tommy, Lauren, Rob, John 

Bradenton, Florida, where she played 
bridge weekly, and stayed in daily 
contact with her grandchildren and 
friends through Facebook.  Hers was 
truly a life fully lived.
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ST AIDAN’S MIDDLE SCHOOL BASEBALL TEAM 
DEFEATS LONG BEACH CATHOLIC

On Monday, May 16th, the Stal-
lions of St. Aidan’s made school history 
by earning their first win of the in-
augural season by beating Long Beach 
Catholic by a score of 10-5.  Start-
ing pitcher Joe Dellolio, who earned 
the win, and reliever Stephen Poarch 
combined for a 2 hitter and struck out 
8 batters. 

The hitting attack was led by Pat-
rick Solosky, who blasted a bases clear-
ing double, an RBI triple and a single 
for a combined 4 RBI’s.  Also contrib-
uting to the offensive attack were Will 
Cavallaro, Chris Marotta, Joe Dellolio, 
Aidan Scott and Stephen Poarch. Nice 
defensive plays were made by Jack 

Mackay catching, Joe Dellolio at short 
and Patrick Solosky at first base.

Mackay and Delillo nailed a Long 
Beach Catholic runner trying to steal 
home when the ball skipped away 
from Mackay. Mackay flipped the ball 
to Dellolio and the runner was out by 
a few steps. Patrick Solosky recovered 
an errant throw from an infielder and 
tagged the runner for the out.  

The Stallions have played with big 
league heart from the beginning of the 
season, and their hard work and belief 
in themselves has begun to pay off.  We 
at The Williston Post are happy to of-
fer our congratulations to the boys and 
their coaches.
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By Dr. Mary Carlson, D.P.M. 
Laser therapy is an FDA approved 

technique for helping patients with 
foot pain and toe nail fungus. 

Dr. Mary Carlson has been success-
fully providing laser therapy for treat-
ing pain from Arthritis, sprains, radi-
ating pain, stress injuries and toe nail 
fungus.  

This is an excellent procedure for 
the diabetic patient where more inva-
sive treatments could be dangerous. 

Laser treatments can actually pen-
etrate deep into the tissue to increase 
new cell growth and helps to repair 
damaged cells whether caused by toe 
nail fungus or other chronic condi-
tions.  

Toe nail fungus is visualized as a 
discoloration of the nail.  This condi-
tion can be caused by damp situations 
in public gyms, showers, pools, school 
locker rooms and wearing heavy socks 
that do not permit the foot to get good 
air circulation. 

You may observe changes such as 
discoloration nail, lifting of the nail 
plate or loose brittle nails. Toe nail fun-
gus does not discriminate and age does 
not play a part.  

Circulation issues can also contrib-
ute to this condition as well as adverse 
effects of certain medications. 

Dr. Mary Carlson has been helping 
thousands of patients over her decades 
of professional podiatric service find 
relief with laser treatments.  

Using laser treatments for toe nail 
fungus provides a more successful cure 
rate that other options currently avail-
able. 

Of course Dr. Mary Carlson offers 
full service podiatric care from the pe-
diatric patient to the geriatric patient. 

Consider Laser Nail treatment for 
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a healthier lifestyle as well as a more 
physically attractive appearance of 
your feet. If not treated toe nail fungus 
will continue to worsen.

Dr. Mary Carlson

Dr. Mary Carlson is a graduate of 
the New York College of Podiatric 
Medicine.  

She has been in private practice for 
decades helping her patients attain and 
maintain healthier and pain free life-
styles.  

Her office offers in house x-ray for 
the convenience of her patients.  This 
also helps Dr. Carlson to diagnose foot 
and ankle conditions immediately 
without waiting to get reports from 
outside facilities. 

She participates in numerous insur-
ance programs including Medicare.  

Call her office today at 516-248-
8188 to ask about participation in your 
plan and to schedule an appointment.

Community Awareness
Commitment to the community is 

what Dr. Carlson feels is her destiny.  
She became aware of the need for 

shoes in various communities where 
affordability is an issue.  

She created “Shoes For All” which 
is a non-profit organization that col-
lect shoes for the needy and helps to 
distribute them to those that are in 
need.  

If you would like to donate any 
gently worn shoes, sneakers or boots, 
please visit the website at : www.Shoe-
sForAll.org or call 516-506-SHOES 
to donate. 

All donations are greatly appreci-
ated!

LASER NAILS           

John H. Geager, DDS
Providing all phases of general

and family dentistry
in Williston Park since 1983

653 Willis Ave, Williston Park, NY
516-248-2116

Evening and Saturday appointments 
are available.

    

   
    

      

           
      

  

 

         
     

     

  
   

  
           

  
    

  
    

           

NEWS FROM THE SCHECHTER SCHOOL
Schechter Lady Lions Are PSAA 

Softball Champions.

The Schechter School of Long Is-
land HS Girls Softball Team, the Lady 
Lions, made history for the School 
when they defeated Staten Island 
Academy by a score of 6-0 to win the 
PSAA finals. 

This was a particularly impressive 
win for Schechter School of Long Is-
land, as none of the seniors, including 
3 starters, were able to play in the Fi-
nals.

Three of the athletes Talie Schor, 
Sara Balsam and Gabby Goodstein 
were named PSAA All Conference 
players.  Freshman pitcher Tali Schor 
also took home All Conference MVP 
honors.  The Lady Lions are undefeat-
ed (13-0) in league play this year.  

Schechter Seniors Trip to Israel.

The SSLI Class of 2016 left on 
Sunday May 15th to culminate their 
High School experience with a trip to 
Israel. 

Since 9th grade the seniors have 
been working hard to prepare them-
selves for what is described by many as 
the best part of the Schechter educa-
tion. 

The seniors spend 3 weeks learning 
about the land, culture, and history of 
the State of Israel. 

They finally see with their own 
eyes all the places that their textbooks 
and classes have described. 

They are chaperoned by the 
School’s Director of Student Life Mike 
Hirsch, who has known most of the 
kids since they started Schechter 12 
years ago. 

It is not just another trip for them 
but a transformative experience that 
they take with them for the rest of 
their lives. 

Here is an excerpt of the first day 
from their own words. 

“We met at 8am yesterday at JFK 
airport to begin our senior trip. We 
said goodbye to our parents and minus 
a few distractions, delays and some ob-
stacles, we were on our way. We man-
aged to get to Israel safely and in one 
piece! 

We started at Alona Park, where we 
did a water hike through a portion of 
a tunnel system which was once used 
to bring fresh water to the ancient city 
of Caesarea. 

After a restful 45 minute drive to-
wards Nahalal, we sat on top of a hill 
with a beautiful view enjoying ice 
cream. 

Our guide, Itzik, asked us what we 
would take with us to a foreign place 
to teach them about Judaism. Ironical-
ly he used Mars as his example of the 
foreign place. He tied the hypotheti-
cal question into a conversation about 
the first Israeli Astronaut, Ilan Ramon, 
who packed a bag of meaningful Jew-
ish items to take with him into outer 
space. 

We also learned of the tragic pass-
ing of Ilan’s son Asaf, who died in an 
Air Force training maneuver accident. 
Itzik then lead us down to visit the 
graves of both Ilan Ramon and his son 
Asaf, who were buried there overlook-
ing an Israeli Air Force base.” 

Congratulations to the Class of 
2016 for all that you have accom-
plished, and best wishes to all of our 
students and their families for a de-
lightful summer!



By  Ron Doughty
Williston Plumbing

Are you going to be doing any 
construction or home repairs now or 
in the future? 

Most home improvement projects 
do require a permit. Small repairs, 
painting wallpaper etc. do not require 
a permit. 

When you are removing or adding 
to the home a permit will be required

Don’t forget to call the local Build-
ing Department and find out if any 
permits need to be obtained for your 
project that you are about to under-
take. 

If your contactor tells you that you 
don’t need one, call the Village Build-
ing Department yourself. 

Do not take the contractor’s word 
for it. There are too many unscrupu-
lous contractors, or contractors who 
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DO I NEED A PERMIT TO WORK ON MY HOME ?
don’t know the local rules, out there.  
Call the Better Business Bureau and 
Consumer Affairs to validate there are 
no complaints against said outfit and 
that a valid license is on record.

Permits and their required inspec-
tions insure the safety of you, your 
family and that of your neighbors. 

New York State itself requires these 
permits and inspections, with the local 
jurisdictions giving the authority to 
perform these tasks. 

These inspections are made by the 
local Code Enforcement Officials, 
whom are required to be trained and 
certified by New York State. They are 
your Building Inspectors, Plumbing 
Inspectors and Electrical Inspectors

All contractors are mandated to be 
licensed and insured, with liability, dis-
ability and workers’ comp policies in 
effect, and the permit process assures 
that this very important coverage is in 
effect.  

If you have someone working in 
your home who is not insured, you are 
responsible for any damage or injuries 
incurred in the event of an accident. 

Your homeowners’ insurance poli-
cy may not cover you if a contractor 
who works in your house is uninsured.  
You can even lose your house in a law-
suit.  

It is always a good idea to check 
with your insurance agent to deter-
mine exactly what sorts of coverage 
are required, and to determine wheth-
er there are any obligations on your 
part to have your contractor name you 

as an additional insured on his policy.  
When the job is done correctly and 

safely, the general contractor, plumb-
er or electrician does not mind having 
their work inspected. This also gives 
the homeowner assurance and peace 
of mind that the job was done correct-
ly. 

The scrutiny of the inspector guards 

against mistakes and shoddy workman-
ship and insures that the work done 
adheres to building codes. 

A rough inspection is done before 
the walls are closed in and a final in-
spection when the job is completed. 

A Certificate of Approval will be is-
sued upon completion of said work by 
the local jurisdiction for your records

Be aware that if work is done and 
you do not obtain the proper permit, 
you will be held responsible for the vi-
olation.  

If the work done is not to code, 
then the cost of all corrections will be 
incurred by you at great expense as 

the homeowner.  Again, permits and 
inspections are for everyone’s safety, 
not just a way for the municipality to 
make money. A great amount of time 
and manpower goes into these permits 
and inspections to assure your safety.

A permit will also help you avoid a 
headache in the future. 

If you are selling your home and 

the local official discovers work done 
without a permit, you will then have 
to bring that work up to code or re-
move it. Both can be very costly along 
with the added permit costs

Finally, New York State Law re-
quires smoke alarms throughout the 
house, one in every bedroom and 
common area, in addition to carbon 
monoxide alarms on all floors. 

Your house is your greatest invest-
ment and this is just one more reason 
why it always pays to follow the rules 
and, most importantly, to hire only a 
licensed professional to do work on 
your house.  

Play it Safe! 
Let’s keep our Homes and Families 

Safe and Secure!

If work is done and 
you do not obtain the 
proper permit, 
you will be held 
responsible and the 
cost of all corrections 
will be incurred by you 
at great expense 
as the homeowner.
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RESURRECTION CHURCH RISE & SHINE SUMMER 2016
Dear Resurrection People,

As our active season comes to its summer Sabbath, let us hold the 
heart and soul of Resurrection in prayer.  Pray for us as we seek to follow 
and serve Christ in all persons, especially as we focus on our vision:  To 
be a community of nurturing servants who live out God’s ever-present love 
through inspiring worship, faithful discipleship, and active ministries that 
make an impact in the church, the community, and the world.  

We are trying to live into our vision by “Being a people who follow the 
example of Jesus’ servant ministry to be a welcoming presence of comfort in 
caring, joy in sharing and strength in hope” (our mission statement). 

Pray for renewed wisdom, imagination, and energy for us all, especially 
our leaders. Pray for open doors to show us our future partners in min-
istry and specific ways we can make a difference in the lives of others.  If 
you attend Sunday morning worship, participate in conversations that will 
pop up over the summer.  

Traveling mercies and prayers for all our summer journeys of heart, 
mind, body and soul.

With love and faith,

Mother Christina

“Our basic core of goodness 
is our true Self. 

Its center of gravity is God.”  

    - Thomas Keating
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2016 NYS Summer Reading Program
at Williston Park Library

June 
29th - Kickoff Party 12:00-3:00 p.m.- all ages  

30th - Story Hour for Tots - 11:00 a.m.- ages 1-3 

 July 
5th - Story Time & Crafts - 10:00 a.m.- 3 ½ & up  

9th - Saturday Movie - 10:30 a.m.- all ages  
11th - Pajama Story Hour - 7:00 p.m.- all ages

12th - Story Time & Crafts - 10:00 a.m.- 3 ½ & up 
13th - “Rocket Ship” Tiny Tykes Special- 10:15 a.m.- ages 2 ½- 5

14th - Story Hour for Tots - 11:00 a.m.- ages 1-3 
15th - Children’s Ceramic Birdhouses - 4:30 p.m.- kindergarten & up 

16th - Saturday Movie - 10:30 a.m.- all ages 
18th - Pajama Story Hour - 7:00 p.m.- all ages 

19th - Story Time & Crafts - 10:00 a.m.- 3 ½ & up
20th - Kids Zumba - 5:00 p.m.- ages 7-12 

25th - Pajama Story Hour - 7:00 p.m.- all ages
26th - Story Time & Crafts - 10:00 a.m.- 3 ½ & up

26th - Kids Yoga - 11:00 a.m.- ages 3-8 
27th - Kids Zumba - 5:00 p.m.- ages 7-12 

28th - Story Hour for Tots - 11:00 a.m.- ages 1-3 
30th - Saturday Movie - 10:30 a.m.- all ages

August 
2nd - Story Time & Crafts - 10:00 a.m.- 3 ½ & up 

2nd - Kids Yoga - 11:00 a.m.- ages 3-8
2nd - Monster Hunt - 6:30- p.m.- ages 7-14 

3rd - Kids Zumba - 5:00 p.m.- ages 7-12 
4th - Story Hour for Tots - 11:00 a.m.- ages 1-3 

6th - Live Animal Presentation, Green Meadows Farm - 11:00 a.m.- all ages
9th - End of Summer Reading Club Pool Party - 

11:00 - Williston Park Pool - for all participants that complete the reading requirements.

Those of us who are of an age to remember the Coasters 
will remember the song “Poison Ivy” and the line “Poison 
ivy Lord will make you itch!”  

If you’re ever gotten it while working in the garden, you 
already know that it bears looking out for. 

If you’re new to gardening, the accompanying photo-
graph will give you an idea what to look for, along with its 
cousins Oak and Sumac. Poison Ivy isn’t always green—it 
does turn red in late summer and fall, but it’s potent regard-
less of the color.

You may have noticed that many experienced gardeners, 
and professional landscapers, wear long pants, long sleeved 
shirts and gloves, even in the hottest weather.  There’s a rea-
son for this—it lowers the likelihood of contact with poison 
ivy.  

If you do get poison ivy, a local pharmacy, like Lafayette 
Pharmacy, has a wide variety of over the counter remedies 
as well as scrubs to use to prevent or minimize the effects 
of exposure.  

The rash can get infected and, if it does, you should go 
to your doctor without delay.  However, the best thing is to 
avoid contact in the first place. But don’t let it keep you out 
of the garden--spring and summer are here—get out into 
the garden and enjoy it! 

POISON IVY MUSTANG STATUE WELCOMED AT MINEOLA HIGH SCHOOL
The Williston Post, June 2016

In a special ceremony on May 13, 
Mineola High School officially ac-
cepted and acknowledged the dona-
tion of a Mustang statue for the front 
of the school. 

The Mustang statue was originally 
owned by the Village of Mineola and 
was situated at Jericho Turnpike and 
Mineola Boulevard. 

The donation, move and beautifica-
tion of the Mustang was made possible 
by many members of the community 
including: Avelino and Tony DeSousa; 
Justin Burke and Daniel Correia from 
Winthrop University Hospital; Lou 
Caruso of J&L Concrete; Big Apple 
Building Supply; the Village of Mine-
ola mayor, deputy mayor and trustees; 
and Winthrop University Hospital. 
The new Mustang stands proudly in 
front of the school’s main flagpole. 

“I myself had walked past this stat-
ue many times and have always ad-
mired its regal beauty,” Board of Edu-
cation President Christine Napolitano 

said. “The board and I are extremely 
thankful. We know that many wonder-
ful memories will be made and photo-
graphed before this statue.”

Photo courtesy of the Mineola Union Free School District
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Haller-Zaremba Insurance
As an independent insurance agency we search the top insurance carriers to find
you coverage and service you can depend on at rates that are within your budget.
We make finding the right program for your homeowners insurance, automobile
insurance or business insurance easy.

Personal & Commercial Insurance
Haller-Zaremba Insurance.......

providing you with the highest quality
insurance products and services available
today to protect you, your family and your
business.
Whether you live in Manhattan, The Bronx,
Brooklyn, Queens or Long Island, or
anywhere else, as your insurance advisor
we will work to deliver the right insurance
solution at rates within your budget.

328 Hillside Ave., Williston Park
24/7 Service • 746-2150

Licensed in NY, NJ, PA, NC & FL. 
Visit Us at www.HZinsurance.com

HZRAYMOND HALLER                KEVIN ZAREMBA

• Auto • Homeowners
• Business Owners

• Life & Health
• Flood Insurance

Call us today.

I Remember When
By Ron Baumbach, author

Based on The Last Walk on Our Block, a book about growing up in the Williston’s
in the 50’s, 60’s and 70’s.

As we walked down our street for the last time, together we crossed Marcellus
Road, or simply Marcellus as the natives would say, and right in front of us was the
Treeman’s house.  We didn’t have a clue who may have lived there currently, but to
us it was the Treemans.  It was a light tan house, located on the corner, with the
entrance on our ‘Memory Lane’ but with their garage towards the back with the
driveway facing Marcellus Road.  They had a lot of kids.  We tried to remember the
names and how many there were.  Perhaps there were ten.  I befriended Stuart, their
eldest years earlier and he, I and another block friend, Scott, created our own version
of the Three Stooges.  I was chosen to be Curly.  Maybe we knew the future of my
gorgeous hairline!

Stuart, Scott and I even talked Stuart’s Dad, Frank Treeman into letting us
build a clubhouse behind their garage.  It was so cool, but not in a temperature
controlled way...since we had one major problem…it had no ventilation. When we
closed our roof/hatch it became sweltering hot. Once, as we were playing in it, one
of our explorers appeared to get deathly ill, but lived to mightily talk about it bravely
the next day. If it was today, we would be wearing T Shirts saying: “I Survived the
Sweltering Clubhouse!’ 

I recalled how in the Spring of 1960 we created our own business – a local
street newspaper – the Memory Lane News – we only sold a few copies, probably
because I argued that we should charge a nickel and who in their right mind would
pay a nickel in 1960 to a bunch of 11 year olds attempting to publish a paper. But
it was the first and at that time, only paper our block ever had!  

We also did a puppet show in their backyard, for which we also foolishly charged
admission. It lasted one show and even then we had to let in a bunch of freebies to fill
the seats!  But it was an outstanding show. The reviews were truly awesome.

Prior to 1969, and the first manned landing on the Moon; prior to Alan
Shephard who became the first American in space; and right after that Russian
fellow named Yuri Gagarin, the real scientist of note, in our mind was Stuart, our
Memory Lane Scientist and he was only eleven.

In a complementary way, Stuart’s face somewhat resembled the NBA star Dirk
Nowitzki, yet he also looked a little like a young version of ‘Doc’ from ‘Back to The
Future’ fame. He would creatively think about how we could someday ‘launch’
ourselves into space.  We would go to our favorite baseball field, commonly called
the ‘Lots’ by Foch and Wilson Boulevards in Mineola and attempt to venture into
our very  own space journey. 

One spring Saturday, after a series of many failed attempts, I recalled we
successfully sent a frog on a space mission that seemed to go way up into the sky. It
actually did explode off of our makeshift launch pad and as it took off and sailed
high into the sky we looked up with the ageless wonder of youth and scientific
genius only to see it come swiftly back about a hundred yards from our homebuilt
Cape Canaveral. 

As we found our space capsule, we then searched for our passenger. The very
first Astro Frog!  Perhaps he escaped into space, because we never found him.
Hopefully he is still orbiting, but as maturity and good conscience have peacefully
settled in years later, I think we regretfully realized we did him in, in a most cruel
way.  Sorry Astro!

My Dad was not really into the sciences, except when it came to cb radios.
He would have a ball talking to all these new ‘friends’ and made up funny stories
about whom he was and whom they were.  He called everyone Charlie Ox.  We
had no idea who Charlie was, or what he looked like, but that was the name Dad
always used if he didn’t know someone’s name, even without his cb radio!  Cool
handle: “10-4, Charlie Ox, Over and Out.” 

The Treemans probably had an equal amount of boys and girls. Testing our
memories we recalled only a few names: mainly my friend Stuart and his sister
Rebecca, whom I didn’t have many interactions with except for being asked to go
to their house once during one of our block parties to talk her into coming out for
the festivities, and it worked; what charm I possessed!

But we all reflected quite fondly about how wonderful a friend their Mom,
Jean Treeman was to our Mom.  How she would come down the block in the
evening and sit with our beloved Mrs. Burke, who was a most instrumental player
on our block, and our Mom on our front stoop.

While we stood in front of their home, it seemed so quiet, versus what it was
like for years gone by… but their memories surely lived on inside.

The Treemans taught me Imagination. And our walk continued….

(The Last Walk on Our Block is available at Amazon.com and Barnes and
Noble.com as well as Hildebrandt’s, where memories are still being made. The website is
www.competell.com. For presentations Ron can be reached at frb@competell.com.)

MINEOLA HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 
LEADERSHIP TRAINING

Mineola High School students Sar-
ah McCarthy and Christa Post recent-
ly had the opportunity to attend the 
Rotary Youth Leadership Conference 
in Riverhead.

This three-day intensive program 
featured engaging and powerful speak-
ers, as well as team-building activities. 

The activities included such things 
as Twister, balloon games and creating 
a group commercial. 

Photo courtesy of the 
Mineola Union Free School District

FORDHAM STREET MAY CROWNING
On Tuesday, May 10th, the residents of Fordham St. in Williston Park held 

their 28th annual May Crowning. 
The 2016 ceremony was graciously hosted by Ginny and Bob Corkhill and 

presided over by Maria Crowe.  The Fordham Street May Crowning has become 
a tradition for these special neighbors.

Miss Maggie Lauletta and Master James Toal who recently received the Sac-
rament of First Holy Communion were the Crowners and were accompanied 
by readers Julia, Jackie, Mark, Will and Kayla. 

It was a blessed day on Fordham Street and we are looking forward to con-
tinuing the tradition in May 2017.

2016 SUMMER CONCERT SERIES SET TO BEGIN 
AT CLARK BOTANIC GARDENS

Clark Botanic Garden will host a series of free summer concerts to be held on 
Tuesday nights at 7 p.m.  The scheduled performers and dates are: 

•  July 12—Plaza Theatrical Productions will perform “You’re a Good Man Char-
lie Brown,” which is sure to be a night of fun for the whole family.  

•  July 19—The North Shore Pops Concert band will perform a program of fa-
vorite concert and big bands tunes.     

•  July 26—Folk Night in the Garden will feature performances from two famous 
folk bands, David Sear and Gathering Time.   

•  August 2—Dance Visions, NY will present the works of Isadora Duncan. This 
dance program in the garden is sure to be a thrill for all ages.  

•  August 9--Five Towns College Concert Band will perform a program of pop-
ular themes from movies, TV and classics.  

Clark Botanic Garden is located at 193 I.U. Willets Road in Albertson.  For 
more information, you can call 311, or visit www.northhempsteadny.gov/sum-
mer  for the full schedule of summer events and festivals.

DancevisionsNY.jpg: Dance Visions, NY will be performing at Clark Botanic 
Garden on August 2.  
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