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Chamber of Commerce Networks 
at Copperhill

The Happy Hour at Copperhill 
was the perfect time and place for the 
members of The Chamber of Com-
merce of the Willistons to enjoy an 
evening of networking.  

The Kearns Family welcomed lo-
cal business people with open arms 
and fabulous food and drinks.  Many 
members of the Roslyn Chamber of 
Commerce took the opportunity to 
venture south to exchange ideas and 
experiences with their counterparts in 
the Willistons.  

Thanks to John Gordon for orga-
nizing a great night.  The Chamber 
members look forward to many more 
networking evenings in the future.

My Daddy’s Home

Illustration by June Haller

By Daddy’s Little Girl

My Daddy loves my Mommy…My Daddy loves me too!

My Daddy went to fight bad men for me and you and you.

My Daddy misses Mommy, and my Mommy cries a lot…I saw her kiss my Daddy’s picture then wipe away her tears.

I hear my Mommy talk to Daddy, I haven’t heard his voice…I just remember that great big hug the night before he left.

He told me to be good for Mommy, I’ll be back so really soon…say your prayers and do good
in school and remember what I said.

I love your Mommy and you so much, you are my sweetheart loves, I’ll remember your smile
all the while I’m thousands of miles away.

I’ll send you hugs and kisses soon, so when the mail arrives…They’ll have to do until the day when I’ll come back to you.

When Mommy tucks me in at night and turns on my little light…I talk to Jesus and ask him to
bring you home tonight.

It’s been awhile, we miss you so, we wait for your return. Mommy says your Daddy dear is coming home real soon.

The doorbell rang, Mommy went to the door, the scream I heard was loud, I knew right then my Daddy dear was home 
to stay was real.

Mommy hugged and cried it seemed like an hour… Daddy picked me up and hugged me too…. 
and said I’m home for good my darlings.

Daddy unpacked his gear and talked with a tear and missed you very much,  
He said I won’t be needing these anymore would you please leave them outside the door.

When I see these boots my Daddy wore to help us all stay free, I’m proud to say my Daddy’s home,
To stay with Mommy and me!

Thank you Jesus you heard my prayers, you sent him home to me…. my Mommy , me and Daddy...
Oh how happy we all will be.
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Celebrating Mother’s Day, Buddha Day and
Tzu Chi Day on Sunday, May 14

Herricks High School Congratulates
National Merit Scholarship Winners

By Pauline Chun

The second Sunday of May was a 
very busy day for Tzu Chi members in 
the Long Island Branch. Not only is it 
Mother’s Day in North American cul-
ture, it is also Buddha’s Birthday and 
Tzu Chi Day.  

Mother’s Day reminds us to culti-
vate our gratitude, while Buddha Day 
reminds us to cultivate our reverence.  
Tzu Chi Day signifies the cultivation 
of our compassion to all sentient be-
ings. 

Due to the rainy forecast during 
the weekend, volunteers had to make 
prompt adjustment from outdoors to 
indoors, in order to accommodate all 
the long planned activities.  

However, the sky was surprising-
ly blue and clear on Sunday morn-
ing even after a downpour all day on 
Saturday.  Most of the activities took 
place outdoors smoothly.  

The event started early in the 
morning, when approximately 300 
people attended the celebration.  Par-
ticipants took turns dipping fingers 

in fragrance water, taking hold a small 
bud of a flower; putting palms togeth-
er and bowing in reverence toward the 
Buddha.  The fragrance of the water, 
like the Buddha’s virtue, remains with 
us in our hearts. As always, the ceremo-
ny inspires a pure heart filled with love, 
compassion and gratitude in all.  This is 
the true meaning behind the Buddha 
Day ceremony. 

After the ceremony, a series of ac-
tivities carried out to celebrate Moth-
er’s Day and Global Tzu Chi Day. 

The program integrated such ac-
tivities as serving tea and snacks to 
the parents;  boutonniere and corsage 
making for the beloved mothers; fam-
ily picture taking with a hand- made 
frame by the children; fun filled games 
involved parents and children, and 
much more.   Music was heard, laugh-
ter was shared throughout the event.  

The program drew people togeth-
er, shared happiness, relaxed moods, 
celebrated joy and most important-
ly strengthened the bond of parents, 
children and all the devoted Tzu Chi 
volunteers.

Three Herricks High School se-
niors who were recognized as Nation-
al Merit finalists this past winter and 
semifinalists in the fall have been hon-
ored as winners of prestigious, highly 
sought-after scholarships. Natalie Tan, 
Nita Wong and Kelly Yu earned these 
awards based on their academic suc-
cess, which included their SAT and 
PSAT results. 

Natalie and Kelly are recipients of 
National Merit Scholarship Corpora-
tion scholarships that are underwrit-
ten with the organization’s own funds, 
while Nita was presented with a Na-
tional Merit Broadridge Scholarship, 
sponsored by Broadridge Financial 
Solution, Inc. 

From approximately 1.6 million 

students who entered the 62nd annual 
National Merit Scholarship Program 
by taking the PSAT, only about 15,000 
were identified as finalists. From this 
pool, approximately 7,500 students 
across the nation were awarded schol-
arships. 

Natalie is co-president of the Tri-M 
Music Honor Society and is also a 
Siemens Competition semifinalist 
as well as a National Honor Society 
member. Nita is involved in Nation-
al Honor Society, plays the piano and 
teaches Chinese school. Kelly serves 

as co-president of the Asian American 
Culture Club, participates in National 
Honor Society and performed in the 
All-National Symphony Orchestra as 
a violinist. 

Photo courtesy of Herricks Public Schools

Mineola Presents James and the Giant Peach

Mineola High School presented its production of Roald Dahl’s James and 
the Giant Peach Jr, on Friday, May 12th.  The production recreated a fantastical 
place that stretched the boundaries of imagination. Featuring music and lyrics by 
the Tony-nominated songwriters Justin Paul and Benj Pasek and book by Tim-
othy Allen McDonald, James and the Giant Peach Jr. tells the story of a young 
orphaned child, James (Gianna Palumbo) who finds a loving family in a most 
magnificent way.  

The charming Emily Asam, played Ladahlord, who gave James the magic to 
change the course of his life and also served as a guide throughout the story. Sent 

by his mean, conniving aunts (Maggie Gorman and Margaret Jones) to chop 
down their old fruit tree, James discovered a magic potion which resulted in a 
tremendous peach occupied by some not-so-normal characters. 

When he discovered the gigantic peach, James ventured inside where he met 
Spider (Maya Diaz-Portalatin), Grasshopper (Austin Velez), Centipede (Bridget 
Healy), Ladybug (Ana Victoria Serna), and Earthworm (Deborah Dosantos). 

Congratulations to the cast and crew of the James and the Giant Peach for a 
wonderful performance.
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Williston Park Fire Department -
When Practice Saves Lives

By Chief Richard Sassi
Williston Fire Department 

On Wednesday May 17th, the Wil-
liston Park Fire Department, working 
with the Albertson, East Williston, and 
Mineola Fire Departments, conducted 
a fire drill at 155 Cornwell Avenue in 
Williston Park. 

The drill coordinated the responses 
of our neighboring departments to a 
house fire in the district.

The drill consisted of several sce-
narios including a basement fire with 
people trapped and a kitchen fire. The 
drill concluded with a workshop that 
laid out several work stations to show 
our newer members how a house 
is overhauled after the fire is extin-
guished, illustrating such necessary 
techniques as pulling ceilings, breach-
ing walls, taking out windows and roof 
venting. 

The drill was a huge success and 
helped familiarize each participating 
Department with  their neighboring 
Departments’ operating procedures.

We at The Williston Post commend our neighbors who contribute to Vil-
lage life so meaningfully by joining their local Fire Department or Ambulance 
Corps.  We are fortunate to have people who show the dedication so apparent 
in this article by rigorously training to prevent the terrible disaster of fire.   Your 
Fire Department depends upon you to provide this necessary service.  Please 
consider joining your local Fire Department if you can.  

The Williston Post, June 2017
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East Williston Fire Depertment
125th Anniversary Memorial

The East Williston Fire Depart-
ment recently completed the 125th 
Anniversary Memorial on a small plot 
of land across from the East Williston 
Firehouse. 

The Memorial honors all of the 
members who have served in the De-
partment since its beginning in 1889.  
The Memorial is comprised of a small 
stone pier adorned with a chrome bell 
from a retired Village fire engine and a 
commemorative plaque. 

The pier is surrounded by brick 
pavers bearing the names of all the 
Chiefs who have served the Depart-
ment and the Village during the De-
partment’s long history.  

The Memorial was designed to al-
low pavers bearing the names of fu-
ture Chiefs to be added, allowing the 
Memorial to become a living testa-
ment to the men and women serve 
our Village well beyond the 125th 
Anniversary of the East Williston Fire 

Department.
You can become a part of this 

proud tradition by joining the Depart-
ment.  

We invite you to come down to the 

Firehouse any Thursday night to speak 
to a Chief, an officer or a member for 
further information.  

It is a decision that you will be 
proud and happy to have made.

The True Meaning of Memorial Day
William Neubel was from East Williston.  He was a Private First Class who served in the Army with the First Cavalry Division.  

He was killed in action in Vietnam on November 15, 1967.  He was 20 years old.

Eagle Scout Project
Nicholas Gorbea of Troop 200 in Wil-

liston Park recently completed his Eagle 
Scout Service Project at Clark Garden.  

We will let him tell you about it in his 
own words. 

“My name is Nicolas Gorbea and 
I am a Life Scout on my path to Ea-
gle with Troop 200 of Williston Park.  
For my project, I built a 75-foot-long 
retaining wall, resurfaced a 250-foot-
long pathway with bluestone gravel, 
built two park benches and filled five 
large planters with plants appropriate 
for a shaded area. 

My family and I moved to Willis-
ton Park when I was four. We always 
enjoyed visiting the garden and partic-
ipating in the activities that they of-
fered. My sister and I had a small plot 
of land there in the summer and were 
involved in a farming program. We 
would plant vegetables and then be 
able to harvest them and bring them 
home to eat.  My grandparents liked 
the garden very much also. My grand-
pa would chase my sister and I in the 
maze and help us find turtles and frogs 
in the pond.

My grandpa passed away almost 4 
years ago and shortly after he did, my 
grandma, Jeanette DelPonte, started to 
volunteer at Clark Botanic Garden. 
When it was time for me to think 
about an Eagle Scout project, the first 
place that I thought of was the gar-
den. I met with Mr. Darcy, The Dep-
uty Parks Commissioner of The Town 
of North Hempstead and Mrs. Klein, 
the garden’s horticulturalist. We talked 
about what I could do to be helpful to 
my community and the garden.

Ultimately, the Scouts and the fa-
thers in Troop 200 made it all possible. 
We all make a great team and work to 
get any job done. I learned a great deal 
while completing my project. I am 
grateful for all the assistance and guid-
ance that I received from my Troop, 
local merchants who donated to my 
project, as well as friends and family 
who came to help.

The Scout leaders, Mr. Earley and 

Mr. Burke, took an interest in my proj-
ect from the beginning.  Mr. Burke 
went with my mom and me to Clark 
Garden after he finished his own work, 
to help me figure out how to accom-
plish my goal. He helped with my tool 
list and supply list.  Mr. Burke, Mr. 
Earley and a few other troop fathers 
worked with me for two afternoons 
and into the night so that my project 
would be completed on Saturday, June 
3rd. 

I hope that everyone who visits 
Clark Botanic Garden in the future 
enjoys the new pathway and seating 
area. I know that my grandpa would 
have loved sitting on those benches.”

Congratulations to Nicholas, to 
his fellow Scouts, to the Scout leaders 
from Troop 200, to his family and to all 
who made this wonderful project pos-
sible.   Our local Scouts do so much 
to make life better in this Community, 
and it is our pleasure to share this news 
with our readers.  

We hope that you will get a chance 
to go to Clark Garden and enjoy the 
benches and to think for a moment 
about the exemplary young men, and 
their supporters, who made it possible.  

We also hope that you will note, 
once again, the extent to which our 
local merchants contribute to these 
projects, and keep that in mind when 
you go shopping.
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The Herricks Leisure Club 
Welcomes Spring

By Dorothy Daly
Spring – the exquisite star of the 

seasons is upon us and the seniors of 
the Herricks Leisure Club once again 
delight in the transformation from 
barren winter to the April shower 
that did, indeed, bring forth blooming 
landscapes to our days. These lovely 
spring months were enhanced by the 
absorbing activities of our club.

Our March 23 meeting offered a 
moment of silence to remember the 
passing of long-time member Alice 
Lappin. Membership Chairlady Jea-
nette Kovalsky, back with us after her 
Florida sojourn, introduced a new 
member, Helen Winchell. Pastries in 
honor of St. Joseph’s Day were enjoyed 
as well as an enjoyable medley of show 
tunes by our guest, Lisa Berman, the 
talented wife of Tax Receiver Charles 
Berman.

Our assembly of March 30 includ-
ed information concerning Project 
Independence by our Director Hilda 
Escobar and a narration by a Winthrop 
Nurse Navigator called “Empowering 
Ourselves” which encouraged us to 
form a medical action plan.

After an enjoyable trip to Yonkers 
Casino on April 5, our regular meeting 
on April 6 featured an extensive finan-
cial report presented by our Treasurer 
James Kovalsky followed by a celebra-
tion of six birthdays and my husband 
and my 63rd anniversary. We then wel-
comed visitors Superintendent Celano 
and Business Administrator Rutkoskie 
who conveyed data on the school bud-
get and the award winning accom-
plishments of our Herricks students. 
Best wishes were extended for Easter 
and Passover.

Upon our return from the recess 
on April 20, we were entertained by 
a musical revue entitled “Jimmy Valen-
tine Sings Sinatra” an engaging rendi-
tion of the melodies of “The Voice”.

Our April 27 assemblage featured 

our annual “Trash and Treasure” flea 
market run expertly by Mrs. Kovalsky 
and her diligent helpers.

At the first meeting in May, the 
members were thrilled by an exhibi-
tion of ballroom dancing. Lynn and 
Bob held our rapt attention as they 
glided across the floor swaying to fox 
trot, tango and specialty numbers. Five 
birthdays and two anniversaries were 
also commemorated.

The excitement continued as we 
ventured on our monthly excursion 
to the Empire Casino on May 10, fol-
lowed by a Mother’s Day celebration 
on May 11, complete with a sumptu-
ous catered pot roast luncheon. The 
club was also pleased to welcome two 
new members.

On May 17, the jubilee rolled on 
as we traveled to the Westbury Manor 
for a fabulous lunch and presentation 
of “My Fair Lady” - a stimulating trip 
arranged by our President Marie Cris-
tello. Another new member was in-
troduced at the following day’s meet-
ing as well as a special guest from the 
Alzheimer’s Association, Angie Avila, 
who offered information on this dev-
astating disease.

A most gratifying experience took 
place on May 24 when our own Rita 
Ruffini was honored at the North 
Hempstead Senior Recognition Day 
for her distinctive work and dedication 
to our club and the community.

Rita thanked us for our support at 
the May 25 meeting which sported a 
colorful and patriotic dais decorated by 
Helene Picchiello in observance of the 
Memorial Day holiday. We then de-
lighted in a musical and comedic show 
by a most entertaining guest, Celeste.

Indeed, it is evident that the exqui-
site spring has blessed the members 
of the Herricks Leisure Club with a 
bounty of blooms as well as events of 
interest – truly a “Gateway to summer” 
in our golden years.

Top, Tina Slattery receiving commemorative plaque from members of the Town Board; 
Middle, Judi Bosworth and Angelo Ferrara greet members of the Herricks Leisure Club; 
Bottom, Members of the Herricks Leisure Club enjoying the festivities at the Recognition 
lunch.
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Schechter School of Long Island Monsignor McDonald’s Golden Jubilee

Williston Park Rotary Club 
Welcomes New Rotarians

CodeMonkey Announces Winners of National Coding Competition

Schechter School of Long Island’s 2 Lower School teams are the only teams in 
New York State to place in the top ten of the National Computer Coding Com-
petition, sponsored by CodeMonkey.  

CodeMonkey is the world’s leading game-based learning platform for teaching 
real coding to K-8 students.  Code Rush winners unlocked a progressive series 
of 140 coding challenges through collaborative play and problem-solving to learn 
to read and write in real programming languages.  The two proud and successful 
teams are shown below. 

Semi-Annual Noetic 
Learning Math Contest

Recently, 26 students from the Schechter School of Long Island led by Stem 
Instructor, Charlene Seidman, competed in the semi-annual Noetic Learning 
Math Contest.   Mikey Benlevi of Roslyn, NY was the only student to achieve a 
perfect score. 

The Noetic Learning Math Contest is a national mathematics contest for ele-
mentary and middle school students. The goal of the competition is to encourage 
students’ interest in math, to develop their problem solving skills, and to inspire 
them to excel in math.  More than 32,000 students representing 763 schools across 
the country took part in this spring’s contest. 

The following students are our team winners: Second Grade Sam L., Third 
Grade, Mikey B., Fourth Grade, Noah S., and Fifth Grade Sean S.

 The following students won the National Honor Roll title:  Sam L., Mikey 
B., and Benjamin D.

 The following students received National Honorable Mention: Second 
Grade: Sara R., Penina C., Ranit B., Third Grade Shir L., Jordana B., Micah B. 
and Ruby E. Fourth Grade: Noah S., Jesse K., Jacob C., Zachary D., Rob S., Sam 
P., Yael P., Risa R. Fifth Grade: Sean S., Jordan S., Galit C., Aaron B., Yoni C., 
Shai A., Jordan T.

The members of the Schechter Code Rush Team are: Ben D, Zachary D, Ethan P,      
Jordan B, Natalie G, Risa R, Rob S, Shay G, Talia H, and Yael P.
Photo by Sandi Swerdloff

The members of the SSLI’s Code Rush Team are: Aaron B (5th grade),  Aaron B (4th 
grade), Rebecca B., Ilana H., Jacob C., Jesse K., Katie J., Micah B., Ruby E., and   
Sean S.   Photo by Sandi Swerdloff

2nd Grade, from left to right: Sara R., Penina C., Ranit B. and Sam L.
Photo by Sandi Swerdloff

3rd Grade, from left to right: Ruby E., Micah B., Jordana B., Shay G., Shir L., 
Mikey B. and Benjamin D.   Photo by Sandi Swerdloff

On May 27th, Monsignor Mc-
Donald celebrated the Golden Jubi-
lee of his ordination with a mass at St. 
Aidan’s that was attended by members 
of his family and friends, priests, dea-
cons, seminarians, altar servers, friends, 
his grateful parishioners, and his friend 
Bishop Robert Brennan.  

The mass was followed by a dinner 
in the school cafeteria.

Monsignor McDonald described 
the day as one of the best days of his 
life and a fitting way to confirm the 
fact that he has “the best job in the 
world.”

Rotary Club President Raymond 
Haller recently swore in Mary Jo Love 
and Sally Mitchell as new Rotarians, 
two women who are well known to 
the Willistons Community for their 
service and for their ongoing good 
works.

Over the years, Mary Jo has always 
been a strong supporter of Rotary ac-
tivities and has participated in many of 
them with her late husband, Deacon 
Frank Love.  She is also an active mem-
ber of St. Aidan’s Parish, and involved 
in many Parish activities. The Rotari-

ans are happy to welcome Mary Jo as a 
new Member.

Sally Mitchell came to Rotary 
through the Poppy Sale program of 
American Legion Post 144 and, like 
many other visitors, decided to be-
come a member.  Her activities on 

behalf of the Legion and the Auxiliary 
are a great fit with the charitable ef-
forts of the Rotary Club, and we look 
forward to working with her on proj-
ects for many years to come.
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John H. Geager, DDS
Providing all phases of general

and family dentistry
in Williston Park since 1983

653 Willis Ave, Williston Park, NY
516-248-2116

Evening and Saturday appointments 
are available.

    

   
    

      

           
      

  

 

         
     

     

  
   

  
           

  
    

  
    

           

Author Visits Center Street School
Students at the Herricks Public 

Schools’ Center Street School enjoyed 
an inspiring visit from award-win-
ning children’s author and poet Dar-

ren Sardelli. The talented and creative 
guest led two presentations; one for 

grades K-2 and another for grades 3-5. 
Mr. Sardelli discussed his passion for 

literature, shared stories of his role as 
a writer and encouraged students to 
pursue their interests. 

He also brought copies of some of 
his books, “Galaxy Pizza and Meteor 
Pie (And Other School Poems That 
Are Out of This World),” “Mary Had a 
Little Jam: And Other Silly Rhymes,” “I 
Hope I Don’t Strike Out! And Other 
Funny Sports Poems,” “What I did on 
My Summer Vacation: Kids’ Favorite 
Funny Summer Vacation Poems,” “A 
Bad Case of the Giggles: Poems That 
Will Make You Laugh Out Loud,” and 
“One Minute Till Bedtime: 60 Second 
Poems to Send You Off to Sleep.” 

Photo courtesy of Herricks Public Schools
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Center Street Students Explore Steam
Students at the Herricks Public 

Schools’ Center Street School have 
engaged in many exciting learning 
opportunities and unique experiences 
this spring, during which they ex-
plored a variety of subjects. Among the 
many events that cultivated academic 
growth were hands-on activities that 
involved the STEAM categories of sci-
ence, technology, engineering, the arts 
and mathematics. 

First-grade students recently took 
part in a Project Lead the Way lesson 
that challenged them to design and 
construct a playground that offers pro-
tection from UV rays. Project Lead the 
Way was introduced in the 2015-16 
school year and covers engineering, 
biomedicine and computer science 
modules through collaborative prob-
lem-solving activities. 

Photo courtesy of Herricks Public Schools
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“Hears” To You: Making Hearing Tests Part of 
Every Man’s Healthy Lifestyle

By Carolyn M. Genna, AuD, FAAA 
Hearing health has so much more to do with wellbeing and quality of life than 

most men realize, so for Men’s Health Month in June we are encouraging routine 
hearing tests as part of a healthy lifestyle for every man.

Addressing hearing loss can help men 
safeguard their wellbeing and quality of 
life, and new research even shows that 
people with hearing loss who use hear-
ing aids enjoy a better overall quality of 
life and are more likely to be optimistic, 
have a strong social network, tackle prob-
lems actively, and feel engaged in life. 

At the same time, an increasing num-
ber of studies are showing a link between 
hearing loss and other health conditions.  
Other research shows that addressing 
hearing loss can help protect your earn-
ings. 

One study showed that the use of 
hearing aids reduced the risk of income loss dramatically—by 90 to 100 percent 
for those with milder hearing loss, and from 65 to 77 percent for those whose 
hearing loss was severe to moderate.

Men are more likely to suffer from hearing loss than women. But luckily, the 
vast majority of people with hearing loss can benefit from hearing aids.  In fact, 
most people who currently wear hearing aids say it not only helps their overall 
ability to communicate effectively in most situations, but it also has a positive ef-
fect on their relationships. 

Most hearing aid users in the 
workforce even say it has helped 
their performance on the job.  

What’s more, people with 
hearing difficulty who use hear-
ing aids get more pleasure in 
doing things and are even more 
likely to exercise and meet up 
with friends to socialize.

 Men who want to maintain a 
healthy, fulfilling lifestyle should 
know that new technological ad-
vances have revolutionized hear-
ing aids in recent years. Today’s 
hearing aids can automatically 
adjust to all kinds of sound en-
vironments and filter out noise. 

Best of all, many are wireless, 
so you can stream sound from 
smartphones, home entertain-
ment systems and other elec-
tronics directly into your hearing 
aids at volumes just right for you.

 5 Men’s Health Motivators for Getting a Hearing Test

  1. Your hearing may say something about your heart. Cardiovascular and 
hearing health are linked. Some experts say the inner ear is so sensitive to blood 
flow that it’s possible that abnormalities in the cardiovascular system could be not-
ed here earlier than in other less sensitive parts of the body. 

2. Hearing loss is about twice as common in people with diabetes. Studies 
show that people with diabetes are about twice as likely to have hearing loss. 
When broken down by age, one study showed that those 60 and younger are at 
greater risk. 

3. Addressing hearing loss may benefit cognitive function. Research shows a 
link between hearing loss and dementia, leading experts to believe that interven-
tions, like hearing aids, could potentially delay or prevent dementia. Research is 
ongoing. 

4. Hearing loss is tied to sleep apnea. Research shows that sleep apnea is 
significantly associated with hearing loss at both high and low frequencies. Amit 
Chopra, MD, an expert in pulmonary medicine at the Albany Medical Center in 
New York who has conducted research on the subject said, “Our findings suggest 
that sleep apnea is a systemic disease and is associated with an increased risk of 
hearing loss, along with a number of diseases like diabetes, high blood pressure, 
heart disease, and stroke. I encourage people with sleep apnea to be educated and 
aware of their potential risk for hearing loss.” 

5. Hearing loss is tied to depression. Studies show that hearing loss is asso-
ciated with an increased risk of depression in adults of all ages, but is most pro-
nounced in 18 to 69 year olds. Research also shows that the use of hearing aids 
reduces depressive symptoms. 
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American Legion Auxiliary Unit 144
Installation of Officers for 2017-2018

On Tuesday Evening May 16th members of Auxiliary Unit 144 installed their 
new officers for the upcoming year:

President;   Christine Horvath
1st Vice President;  Ruth Valentine
2nd Vice President;  Ellen Randle
Recording Secretary;  Barbara Schmidt
Treasurer;   Barbara Schmidt
Corresponding Secretary; Ruth Valentine
Chaplain;   Kay Derby
Executive Committee;  Marilynn Bauman, Sally Mitchell, Susan Otto,  
    Dot Perry, and Marion Tucker
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Clark Garden Plant and Attic Sale
On Thursday morning May 11th 

members of the Rotary Club of Wil-
liston Park and the Fanny Dwight 
Clark Memorial Garden Auxiliary 
volunteered their time to unload the 
trucks and set up the tables for this 
year’s Spring Plant & Attic Sale held 
on May 12th and 13th.   

Many hands made light work, and 
the pleasure of volunteering was en-
hanced by a delicious breakfast which 
was set up for all the volunteers by 
Ms. Louise Schwarzchild a member of 
both organizations.   

On Friday the loyal shoppers ar-
rived and shopped furiously and, in 
spite of the rain on Saturday, shoppers 
did appear until the rainfall was too 
much for them as well as volunteers.  
Due to the downpour, the Plant Sale 
was called to an end at 1 p.m.  

In spite of the weather, we had 
the best volunteers and shoppers who 
helped the Auxiliary make this a suc-
cessful event.  

Another huge thank you to the 
volunteers who, in the pouring rain, 

helped remove the plants from the ta-
bles and lawn and relocate them to the 
greenhouse area.  

In addition a special thank you goes 
to Bonnie Lynn Klein, Horticulturist 
and the Town of North Hempstead 
staff who are also vital for the CBG 
plant sale. Without the TNH support, 
it would be very difficult to setup and 
breakdown the plant sale.

As usual our Tea Room staff did 
a wonderful job feeding the hungry, 
cold and tired shoppers and volunteers 

with the delicious quiche, soups, and 
sandwiches.  

This year marked the 48th anniver-
sary of the plant sale, which is always 
a reliable source of gifts for Mother’s 
Day gifts. 

This year the sale featured Attic 
Treasures, collectibles amassed during 
the year by members of the Auxiliary.   

A sincere thank you goes to the 
many members of the Garden who 
donated items.  Without the help from 
all the friends of the Garden, Attic 

Treasurers would not be the great suc-
cess that it has been each year.  

The Mary Mumford Gift Shop, 
open during the same hours as the 
Garden, features lovely gifts and has 
added items from Long Island artisans 
to their inventory.  It is a great place 
to go to find a gift for a gardener, or a 
treat for yourself.

A new addition for this year’s sales 
was a farm stand selling organic, locally 
grown produce, and if this year is any 
indication it will be a welcome addi-
tion to the sale for years to come.

Thank you to all the Master Gar-
deners who were placed within the 
plant stations.  They provided shop-
pers with their valued knowledge and 
helped the station leaders lend an extra 
volunteer hand.  

Thank you to the many, many 
people who volunteered, donated, 
purchased plants or items or gave 
emotional support during the many 
months of planning and during the 
sale.  We would not have been as suc-
cessful without you!
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The Willistons Observe Memorial Day
American Legion Williston Post 144 & Auxiliary Unit 144 

Memorial Day Post Everlasting Ceremony

American Legion Williston Post 144 held its annual Post Everlasting Cere-
mony on Monday Memorial Day May 29th followed by the Williston Park Fire 
Department’s Services at the Fire Company Headquarters. Due to the inclement 
weather the annual parade was cancelled. 

This year the New York State National Guard, Post 144, Auxiliary Unit 144, 
Williston Park Fire Company, Boy Scout Troop 201 and Boy Scout Troop 200 
provide Color Guards for the presentation of our nation’s colors in the Ceremony.

Flagging the Graves, An American Legion Tradition 

During the month of May each by tradition, each American Legion Post and 
Legionnaire has the solemn responsibility of placing flags on the graves of those 
members who have passed.  

First Vice Commander Robert Valentine is the Committee Chair who through-
out the year maintains the records of the cemeteries and the locations where our 
members are buried, and this year, as in the past, the graves of our members were 
honored with the American Flag.

Memorial Day in East Williston

The rains of May did not prevent the residents of East Williston from observ-
ing Memorial Day, 2017.  Although the parade was cancelled, everything else was 
done.              

Ceremonies at the East Williston Firehouse

The traditional observance was moved to the East Williston Firehouse due 
to the rain.  The Board of Trustees placed wreaths at the War Memorial, and the 
significance of the day was appropriately observed.  The new Fire Department 
Memorial was dedicated, and a wreath was placed at it as well.  

The Mayor’s Award was given to Mrs. Barbara Seixas, in recognition of her 
many years of civic activism and involvement with Village beautification.  

Annual East Williston 5K Race

A full roster of hard core running enthusiasts made up the field for the 38th 
annual East Williston Memorial Day 5K race.  Wearing shirts that acknowledged 
that this is “The Home of The Free Because of the Brave,” a brisk pace was set by 
Wheatley’s Devin Brancato who was the overall winner with a time of 18 minutes 
and 14 seconds.  Charlotte Iannone was the lead female runner.  Who needs good 
weather when you have fast runners?

Memorial Day is always taken seriously in East Williston, and throughout the 
Willistons.  While it is the unofficial start of the joys of summer, the Willistons 
alway makes certain to observe the truth printed on the East Williston race shirts, 
that we live in “the home of the free because of the brave.” 
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Troop 200 Eagles
Troop 200 in Williston Park re-

cently held a Court of Honor at which 
three young men were awarded the 
rank of Eagle.  

We would like to introduce them to 
our readers and to describe the won-
derful projects which each of them did 
to achieve that rank.

Kevin R. Parente, Jr.

Kevin is from East Williston and 
is a sophomore at Chaminade.  He is 
the Senior Patrol Leader of Troop 200.  
The Catholic League, Social Studies 
Club, and Football all keep him busy 
at school. He is also an altar server at 
St. Aidan’s and enjoys spending time 
with his family. 

He wanted his Eagle project to 
benefit his parish and, with permission 
from Monsignor McDonald, and with 
a lot of help from his fellow Scouts 
and from Frank Venezia of the Vene-
zia garden center he transformed an 
overgrown and under-cared-for plot 
of land on the corner of Astor and 
Pembroke Place into the St. George’s 
Prayer Garden.  (St. George is the pa-
tron saint of Scouting.) Parishioners 
are now able to enjoy the beautiful and 
peaceful garden.

David Patrick Villani

David, from Albertson, is a mem-
ber of Chaminade’s Class of 2017.  
Throughout his four years at Cham-
inade, David has served as a Eucharis-
tic Minister, Religious Retreat Leader, 
Emmaus Volunteer, crew and hockey 
team member, and served as a religious 
education teacher 6th grade at his pre-
vious school, St. Aidan’s.  

Inspired by Chaminade’s emphasis 
on service of others, David helped to 
continue the mission by refurbishing 
the Stations of the Cross at the Meri-
bah Retreat House in Muttontown 
for his Eagle Scout Project. From the 
earliest stages his life as a Boy Scout, 
David challenged himself often, even 
completing the mile swim during his 
first year at Rotary Scout Reservation, 
becoming the youngest scout ever to 
do so. 

David now looks forward to con-
tinuing his efforts at bettering the 
community while pursuing a degree in 
engineering. 

Robert W. Earley III

Robert, from Williston Park, is a se-
nior at Mineola High School, and has 

chosen to attend Nassau Community 
College in the fall.  He has had great 
success at Mineola High where he was 
selected All Conference by his football 
coaches. 

A civic minded young man, Robert 
wanted his project to be within walk-
ing distance of his home to benefit the 
local community in the most direct 
way possible.  He contacted Com-
manding Officer Sgt. Jean Tranchina, 
and offered to refurbish the Willis-
ton Park Headquarters of the Nassau 
County Auxiliary Police Department.  
The headquarters had not been refur-
bished in many years, and a complete 
overhaul was needed. 

Robert tackled the project this past 
summer, just as his senior year was be-
ginning. The newly refurbished head-
quarters is now a great workplace for 
the many volunteer officers who keep 
our neighborhoods safe.

The ceremony was a moving one, 
particularly the presentation of men-
tor pins by the three new Eagles.   The 
mentor pin is a way of honoring those 
whose efforts have assisted a Scout to 
reach the Eagle Scout rank.  

Kevin Santosus presented his grand-
father, Lou Santosus, with his mentor 
pin. David stated he would be giving 
his mentor pin to his brother Philip 
who is in the military and was unable 
to attend to receive the honor in per-
son. Robert gave the pin to his father 
Robert Jr, the Scoutmaster for Troop 
200. Kevin gave special thanks to his 
sister Emma for support over the years. 
In his speech he said: “I know we al-
ways debate whether Gold Girl Scout 
is harder to attain than Eagle Scout, but 
I’m glad that’s the only thing we argue 
about.”

The official “charge to the Eagle” 
was presented by Eagle Scout Craig 
Vande Stouwe and the official oath by 
Brother John McGrory from Chami-
nade High School.

Congratulations to the three new 
Eagles, to their parents and the leaders 
who do add so much to the Scouting 
experience in the Willistons.
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The Willistons’ Gardens in June Second Annual Historic Motor Parkway 
Antique Car Show

Beautiful, blooming June – a month to enjoy the blossoms from your roses, 
perennials and those new annuals you planted in May!  Gardens are alive with 
color, fragrances and admiring glances from your neighbors and friends. Fruit 
trees should be beginning to show signs of the summer fruit to come and your 
vegetables are taking hold in the garden.

Whether you are an experienced gardener or newly interested in gardening, 
your garden continues to need your attention throughout this month to ensure 
that it will bloom and thrive throughout the summer. 

Perennials
• Continue to cultivate planting beds to remove weeds;
• Deadhead early spring perennials once the flowers have died back but keep 

the foliage intact so that they continue to feed the plants for the next season. 
Leaves for tulips, daffodils, hyacinths and other early spring blooms will begin 
to die back and the dried foliage can be removed to keep the garden neat;

• Deadhead rhododendrons and lilacs after flowering;
• Take care to prevent black spot on your rose bushes. Treating black spot on 

roses begins with prevention. Roses should be planted in areas with plenty of 
sunlight and good air circulation. During the growing season, overhead wa-
tering should be avoided. Remove leaf litter and prune diseased canes (back 
to healthy wood). Using either a green or commercial plant spray can help 
retard the growth of the fungus that causes black spot. Read more at Garden-
ing Know How: Black Spot On Rose Bushes – How To Get Rid Of Black 
Spot Roses https://www.gardeningknowhow.com/ornamental/flowers/ros-
es/black-spot-roses.htm;

• Fertilize roses after their peak bloom;
• Finish fertilizing spring-flowering bulbs.

Annuals and Vegetables
• Sow seeds of fast growing annuals like marigolds, zinnias and cosmos directly 

in the garden.
• Harvest cool weather vegetables like lettuce, radishes and scallions if you 

planted them.
• Sow seeds of heat-tolerant vegetables. 
• Finish planting summer annuals – begonias, geraniums, salvia, etc.
• Complete planting summer flowering bulbs, such as canna, gladiolus and 

dahlias
• Put nets over any berry bushes to be sure that you can enjoy them before the 

birds have a feast!

American Legion Williston Post 144 and the An-
tique Automobile Club New York Edition recently 
combined to hold the Second Annual Antique Car 
Show on the Historic Vanderbilt Motor Parkway.  

The Vanderbilt Motor Parkway is very much an 
historical “stretch” of the Willistons, as it was once 
the venue for thundering race cars during the Roar-
ing Twenties during the last century.  

Now it is much quieter, but the spirit of those 
early days of the automobile was very much in ev-
idence with some of the beautiful machines which 
were on display.  
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Local Law Firm Offers Free Health Care 
Proxy to Students Headed Off To College

Mineola High School Shows Off 
Improved Facilities

In honor of graduation season, 
the Law Office of Stephen J. Silver-
berg, a Nassau County estate plan-
ning and Elder Law firm is offering 
a free Health Care Proxy to stu-
dents over age 18 headed to college 
this fall.

Parents always want to do ev-
erything they can to protect their 
children, but once a child turns 18, 
they are legally adults. 

Because of HIPAA (Health In-
surance Portability and Account-
ability Act) regulations, parents 
have the same legal status as a 
stranger. 

Doctors may not speak with 
parents about their child’s condi-
tion, and medical facilities legally 
may not provide information.

Parents have no legal standing 
to decide about their child’s care if 
the student suffers an illness or in-
jury. The scenario is a frightening 
one for any parent to consider.  

A Health Care Proxy allows the 
child to designate his or her parent 
as an agent or proxy entitled to in-
formation about the student’s med-
ical condition, gain access to med-
ical records and most important, 
make medical treatment decisions 
on behalf of the student.

Students or their parents or le-
gal guardians are invited to call 
the Law Office of Stephen J. Silver-
berg at 516-307-1236 to make an 
appointment for their free Health 
Care Proxy. The student and parent 
or legal guardian must come to the 
office together and must bring cur-
rent identification.

“We spend so much time pre-
paring our kids for college, but 
all too often we overlook this im-
portant document,” notes Stephen 
J. Silverberg, Esq. “We are glad to 
offer it for free to members of our 

community as we believe it is so 
important. If we can help one fam-
ily who otherwise could not make 
medical treatment decisions for 
their college student, this program 
will have been worth doing.”

The Law Office of Stephen J. Sil-
verberg, PC represents clients in 
matters regarding estate planning, 
estate administration, asset preser-
vation planning and Elder Law and 
related issues. 

The Law Office of Stephen J. 
Silverberg, PC is located at 185 
Roslyn Road, Roslyn Heights, NY 
11577, 516-307-1236 and online at 
www.sjslawpc.com.

Mineola High School hosted an 
Open House and tour of the high 
school in early May for current 8th 
grade students and their families. 

The Open House included a tour 
of the high school and featured many 
of the improvements completed or 
underway at the school. 

The tour included the expanded 
and upgraded library, the new music 
rooms for the highly rated march-

ing band, the orchestra and the vocal 
learning center. 

One of the highlights of the tour 
was the new “Fab Lab”- a high-
ly technical lab with equipment that 
will allow the students to plan, design 
and construct their own projects. This 
equipment is also used by the students 
and staff to plan, design and construct 
all the scenery for the plays produced 
by the Fine Arts Department.
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Saint Aidan’s School Presents Annual
Memorial Day Service for Veterans

On May 17th the students of Saint 
Aidan’s School invited veterans who 
are members of their families, mem-
bers of V.F.W. Post 1688 and American 
Legion Post 144 to their Annual Me-
morial Day Service.

The program was prepared by the 
8th Grade students who presented the 
country’s Colors to begin the service. 

Students spoke about each of the 
great wars and conflicts over the past 
100 years and our veterans’ participa-
tion in them. 

To complement the historical per-
spective, students entertained the vet-
erans and other guests with many pa-
triotic songs.

The staff of the Williston Post 
would like to thank Ms. Oliver and 
all the teachers and students for show-
ing their dedication to our veterans 
through this annual service.

28 29

Students Saving Our Environment
Operation SPLASH at Meadow 

Drive School in the Mineola Union 
Free School District culminated with 
a boat trip for students to experience 
firsthand the effects of pollution on 
the harbors. 

Photos courtesy of Mineola Union Free School District

From Freeport, students went out 
to witness just how much pollution 
makes it into the harbor as a result of 
storm drain run-off, which the stu-
dents worked hard all year to minimize.
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The Annual Concert on the Green

Full Steam Ahead

Dick Kearns Named St. Bonaventure 
Alumnus of the Year

The Wheatley Symphonic Band and 
the Willets Road Wind Ensemble com-
bined to present a delightful concert of 
patriotic music and movie and show tunes 
to a large audience of appreciative music 
lovers on the East Williston Village Green 
on May 12.  

Under the direction of Dr. Peggy Ho, 
and Mr. Scott Hoefling, the young musi-
cians displayed the talent that the music 
programs of the two schools have become 
famous for.  Although rain was threatening, 
and the weather was brisk, the decision was 
made to use the outdoor venue instead of 
the Wheatley School Auditorium, and the 
concensus was that this was a great choice.  
The Concert has become a late spring tra-
dition that residents look forward to every 
year, with good reason.  

If you missed it this year, you should be 
sure to put it in your calendar for next year 
and for years to come.

St. Bonaventure University named Dick Kearns of East Williston, a 1972 grad-
uate, as the   William P. “Stax” McCarthy Alumnus of the Year for his record life-
long service and dedication to the University.  The award is bestowed annually 
to a graduate who offers continued service to the university and captures the 
Franciscan spirit.   

In announcing the award Director of Alumni 
Services Joe Flanagan said that “from his time at 
St. Bonaventure as a student, through decades of 
volunteer service and philanthropy that continue 
today, Dick Kearns has served his alma mater with 
great joy and distinction.” 

Dick had a distinguished career in business, 
first at Price Waterhouse where he began in 1972, 
became a partner in 1984 and Leader of Global 
Partner Affairs following the merger that created 
PricewaterhouseCoopers in 1998.

He joined the Zurich Insurance Group in 
2002 and until his retirement in 2011.  He was 
based in Switzerland as Zurich’s Chief Adminis-
trative Officer, was a member of the Group Man-
agement Board, and he continues to serve on the Boards and Audit Committees 
of Zurich’s U.S. subsidiaries.

The demands on his time imposed by his business career did not prevent him 

from serving the University.  He was a St. Bonaventure University trustee from 
2000 to 2009, a Class Reunion volunteer, class agent and annual fund volunteer.  
He also was an original member of the Sixth Man Club and a long-time contrib-
utor to The Bonaventure Fund.  He also was a supporter of the School of Business 
Campaign and the 150th Anniversary Compaign.

Dick sponsors the Kearns Global Business 
Lecture Series at St. Bonaventure. Launched in 
2013, the lecture series brings to campus indus-
try leaders who can offer diverse perspectives on 
global business matters so that students can de-
velop a global mindset as they prepare to enter 
the work world.

He is also active in the Willistons.  He is a 
very active member of the Williston Chamber 
of Commerce, President of Wheatley Hills Golf 
Club and Chairman of the Board of Advisors of 
Chaminade High School.  Dick and his wife Mo 
are long-time residents of East Williston. They 
have four grown children and nine grandchildren, 
and can often be spotted at the family-owned 

Copperhill restaurant in Williston Park.
The staff of The Williston Post is happy to spread this very good news about 

our good friend Dick Kearns.

University President Dr. Dennis DePerro, Dick Kearns, 
Alumni President Kristan McMahan

Kindergarten through sec-
ond-graders at Hampton Street School 
in the Mineola Union Free School 
District recently celebrated STEAM 

Day with their family and friends. 
Under the direction of STEAM 

teacher Denise Maynard, students and 
their special guests rotated through a 

Photo courtesy of Mineola Union Free School District

series of five stations that highlighted 
some of the top science, technolo-
gy, engineering, arts and mathematics 
projects from the school year. 

Students acted as the teachers, 
showing their guests how to perform 
the tasks such as building a paper tower 
or coding a Blue-Bot.
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Wheatley Students Recognized For Their
Years of Achievement

At the end of a demanding school 
year and high school career, the 
Wheatley High School Academic 
Awards Evening recognizes exemplary 
students for many different achieve-
ments.  The most coveted awards are 
the Wheatley Medal and the PTO 
Student Recognition Awards, given 
to four students, two young men and 
two young women, for their years of 
academic success and dedication to 
service and school.

The Wheatley Medal

The Wheatley Medal honors a 
senior boy and girl who have exem-
plified the highest standards of schol-
arship, ethical conduct and service 
to school and community. The 2017 
Medal winners are Lianna Golden 
and Jakob Gilbert.  In presenting the 
Wheatley Medal, Dr. Feeney pointed 
out that Lianna and Jacob have each 
demonstrated the key ingredients of a 
Wheatley Medal winner – leadership 
in academics, extracurricular activities 
and community service.

Lianna showed great initiative and 
determination to make her school 
and community a better place for all. 
Within the school, she engaged in and 
led many extracurricular activities, 
including Varsity Revue, Theatre and 
Mock Trial. Whether captivating audi-
ences as Scheherazade in The Wheat-
ley Theatre Company’s performance 
of The Arabian Nights or competing 
in a mock trial, Lianna’s poise and 
confidence always stand out. She is a 
gifted musician who has shared her 
musical talents on and off the stage. 
Lianna has shown her compassion for 
those in need by raising thousands of 
dollars for charity.

Jakob has served in leadership roles 
in countless clubs and activities, in-
cluding the Yearbook, Student Gov-
ernment and Mock Trial. He has also 
made a significant contribution to the 
larger community.  With skill and de-
termination at a level far beyond  his 
years, (but not surprising to those who 

know him) Jakob founded, and is the 
CEO, of a charitable foundation that 
raises funds to help inform and edu-
cate people about a syndrome that im-
pacts many children and adults.

PTO Student Recognition Awards

At the Wheatley Academic Awards 

Night, PTO Co-president, Ms. Di-
ane Cumming presented two students 
with the PTO Student Recognition 
award. 

This Award recognizes two de-
serving seniors who have consistently 
exhibited estimable characteristics - 

kindness, respect, dignity and tolerance 
for self, others and the environment, 
high ethical standards, good judgement 
and good citizenship and the courage 
to overcome obstacles.  

Kathryn Feil and Zach  Calabrese 
were named as the recipients of the 
2017 PTO Student Recognition 
Awards. 

In presenting the Award Ms. Cum-
ming said that Kathryn had demon-
strated that success is not only defined 
by grades earned, but most important-
ly by the impact one has on others 
in their school and community.  An 
outstanding student who earned AP 
Scholar with Distinction recognition, 
she was also a committed leader of the 
Dance Team and an active member of 
the student government. Her positive 
impact has been felt by her dedication 
to St. Aidan’s Church, where she serves 
as a volunteer in the peanut butter 
gang as well as a Bible school coun-
selor.  Throughout her high school ca-
reer, Kathryn demonstrated the char-
acteristics that made her an excellent 
choice for the PTO Award.

She went on to state that Zach had 
a history of seeking new and exciting 
things to try and was always been will-
ing to step outside his comfort zone. 
In addition to outstanding grades in 
demanding courses, he dedicated time 
throughout his high school years to 
a wide range of extracurricular and 
community service activities, includ-
ing athletics, student government and 
volunteering to help the homeless. 
During his years at Wheatley, Zach has 
grown into an outgoing, confident and 
open-minded young man. 

The Williston Post congratulates 
the recipients of both of these pres-
tigious awards, and their justifiably 
proud families, and wishes them all the 
best in their college careers.  

We suspect that if their high school 
performance is any indication there 
will be much more to be proud of in 
the years to come.

The Williston Post, June 2017

33

Herricks Bass Day 2017
Thanks to a generous grant from 

Herricks Community Fund, the sec-
ond annual Herricks Bass Day was a re-
sounding success. Organized by Cath-
erine Fish and Krista Weis, 41 string 
bass players between grades 4-12 were 

transported to Herricks High School 
for a fun day filled with fabulous guest 
artists and exciting music. 

Professional bassists Max Schwartz, 
Man Wei Che and Grey Fulmer shared 
their expertise during workshop ses-

sions, covering such diverse topics 
such as beat boxing and repertoire. 
They also worked on the many tech-
nical aspects particular to bass playing. 

 The highlight of the day was the 
culminating afternoon concert that 
featured 45 bass players onstage per-

forming “Baby Elephant” en masse. 
Also in the spotlight were student per-
formers Brandon Lau, Daniel Navy, 
Darren Yang and Jonathan Sanelli, as 
well as sixth-grade orchestra teacher 
Mr. Geoff Stone.

Photo courtesy of Herricks Public Schools
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Main              Street

Long Island Smile

We can do crowns in one visit with our 
Cerec Machine. Our new Solea Laser 
replaces the drill and anesthesia is not 

necessary for many procedures. 

101 Hillside Avenue, Suite A, 
Williston Park 
516-741-6202

info@longislandsmile.com

Williston Park Florist

Great Service, Great Prices, Friendly 
Atmosphere and Unique Designs

54 Hillside Avenue, Williston Park
516-747-5500

roslynflorist43@verizon.net

Little Art Studio

Mention you saw us in The Williston 
Post, 10% off your next Event Booking

470 Sagamore Avenue, East Williston
516-385-8684

littleartstudiony@gmail.com

Ceriello Fine Foods

Prime Beef, Homemade Sausage & 
Mozzarella, Cooked Meats with a 

Catering Service, Serving the Williston’s 
for nearly 40 years.

541 Willis Avenue, Williston Park
516-747-0277

info@ceriellofinefoods.com

Astoria Bank

Call us or visit our 
Williston Park Branch to see how we can 

make a difference for you.

162 Hillside Avenue, Williston Park
516-747-0600

www.astoriabank.com

The Paint Place

We’re here for all your painting needs. 
We specialize in custom color matching 
and excellent expedited service. Serving  

the Williston’s for over 20 years.

263 Hillside Avenue, Williston Park
516-746-4515

thepaintplace@aol.com

Albert Zolezzi Auto Body

Where we treat each customer as a friend 
and give them exceptional service.

432 Willis Avenue, Williston Park
516-248-8716

nancyzolezzi13@gmail.com

Audiological Consulting, P.C.

Complimentary Hearing Screening & 
Consultation - a $125. Value

Offer Expires 2/28/17

99 Hillside Avenue, Suite 99H, 
Williston Park
516-873-9742

heardoc40@verizon.net
Piccolo’s Ristorante

Family owned and operated Northern 
Italian restaurant specializing in 

homemade ravioli (12 different varieties) 
and their irresistible chicken zingarella.

150 East Jericho Turnpike
Mineola

516-248-8110
www.piccolosny.com

Wheatley Athletes Go To 
State Track Championships

Several Wheatley athletes competed in the Section VIII Track and Field State 
Qualifier meet at North Shore High School, competed in order to qualify for the 
State Championship later this week.  Devin Brancato, Steven John, Megan Klein, 
Antonio Liparoto, and Brianna O’Brien were the competitors and the results 
were as follows:

Qualified for State Championships:
1st Place Division 2 (1500m ): Brianna O’Brien – 4:46.81
2nd Place Division 2 (3000m): Brianna O’Brien – 11:07.75
(This was Brianna’s second 3000m; she actually heads to States with a seed time 
of 10:02.07)
1st Place Division 2 (Long Jump): Steven John – 20-07.00
1st Place Division 2 (Discus): Antonio Liparoto – 133-02
3rd Place Division 2 (110 Hurdles) – Steven John – 16.60
3rd Place Division 2 (Triple Jump) – Megan Klein – 30-03.25
3rd Place Division 2 (1600m) – Devin Brancato – 4:46.82

Congratulations to all of the competitors and good luck to those heading to 
the State Championship meet! 

Photos courtesy of The Wheatley School

SPRING INTO ACTION!
Join our program and Move better in your first session...Guaranteed!

New Client Program Intro - 2 sessions for $59
Walk in or call 516.385.5454  to Start Today

314 Hillside Avenue, Williston Park NY 11596
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CHRISTOPHER J. JOYCE, LIC. MGR.
ROBERT G. WOLF, DIRECTOR

Meadow Drive Second Graders’ 
Food Pantry Donation

Second-graders at Meadow Drive 
School of the Mineola Union Free 
School District took part in a yearlong 
community service project that culmi-
nated with a food shopping trip and a 
visit to the food pantry at the Church 
of Saint Aidan in Williston Park. 

Throughout the year, students in 
Mrs. Brennan’s class recycled bottles 
and cans from around the school, 
which yielded approximately $240. 

The class used the money to pur-
chase food and then delivered the 
items to the food pantry. 

Ms. Cavallaro, a representative from 
Saint Aidan’s, explained to students 
how the food pantry works and she 
told the students about the families 
they would help through their efforts.  

The Williston Post offers its grate-
ful congratulations to all concerned 
with this project.  

It is wonderful to see our schools 
instilling the tradition of service and 
helping others in these young people.    

Photos courtesy of Mineola Union Free 
School District
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American Legion Williston Post 144 and
Auxiliary Unit 144 Annual Blood Drive

On Tuesday May 9th under the 
Chairmanship of Legionnaire Brian 
Dyke and Assistant Chair James Ran-
dle, the members of Post 144 conduct-
ed their annual blood drive under the 
sponsorship of the New York Blood 
Bank. 

Fifty Two Pints of blood were do-
nated by the great citizens from our 
area.  

The members of Post 144 and the 
Auxiliary give their sincere thanks to 
all who made these gifts of life pos-
sible.



The Williston Post, June 2017

38

HALLER - ZAREMBA INSURANCE

“Our 78th year serving all lOng island”

PersOnalized service fOr yOur 

hOme, autOmObile, life and business.

(Renters & Condo’s too!)

328 Hillside Avenue, Williston Park, New York 11596-2196

WWW.HZINSURANCE.COM
Like us on Facebook. Follow us on Twitter.

“FAST, EFFCIENT SERVICE”

Raymond Haller / Kevin Zaremba
(516) 746-2150

Principal for a Day

Jamie Gavin, a kindergarten student at Hampton Street School in the Mineola 
Union Free School District, won a raffle opportunity to help serve as principal 
for a day. She recently assisted Hampton Principal Margarita Maravel in making 
announcements, responding to emails, visiting classrooms and making sure the 
school was running smoothly. Jamie also spoke with students to see what they 
were learning and how their day was going.

Photo courtesy of Mineola Union Free School District

Wildcats Win, 
The Wildcats Win!

What a baseball weekend! East Williston Wildcats 10u champions of the East 
Meadow Memorial Day tourney. Defeated Manhasset in the final. Way to go 
boys!!!!

The Williston Post, June 2017

39

Williston Park Historical Committee - 
700 Willis Avenue

By Robert Valentine 

This location now the TD Bank, but as our collection of matchbook covers and 
post cards shows, the site was once occupied by a building which housed the Williston 
Masonic Club, Pappas Restaurant, the Ionian Seafood Restaurant and the Riverbay 
Restaurant. 

Collections like this that are secured and managed by the Williston Park Historical 
Committee have kept our past from being lost or forgotten.
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